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Hello Friends!  
 
Many of you know I enjoy fishing. I also enjoy watching fishing videos on YouTube.  In Friday, 
April 23rd E-Musings I will be sharing a favorite video of mine: The Kingfisher Hunts in River 
Shannon/Ireland’s Wild River/PBS: https://youtu.be/82o224s-Au8.  I found it interesting. I 
noticed the Kingfisher in the video was always catching fish. But I thought sometimes the 
Kingfisher misses the fish. In one other video I watched a Kingfisher diving 37 times before 
catching one fish. 
 
So where am I going with this lesson?  It may take a long time and many attempts – maybe dozens! 
– before something works out. 
 

God calls us to live out his love faithfully (be the love), even when we don’t seem to be 
accomplishing anything. If we extend 36 invitations to worship, work 36 monthly shifts at our food 
bank or utter 36 prayers without seeing results, we might wonder, “What’s the point?” But the 
kingfisher urges us on: Maybe number 37 is the charm!”  Maybe number 37 a fish will be caught. 
 

In the words of Paul:  “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:9 NIV) 
 
We will what? Reap a harvest if we don’t give up. 
 

Try this: Despite doubts, choose not to give up, choose to believe, and choose to trust God 

and the witness of someone who’s seen God at work – either a biblical figure or present day 

Christian. “With the eyes of your heart’ you will see your Lord and your God.” (Ephesians 1: 18, 

NRSV) 

So how have I seen God at work through others at HUMC? Here are a couple of stories: 

Story One: Wednesday Food Give-Away: Last March, right after the pandemic, a woman named 
Kathleen called the HUMC office and said she was reading on our website about our Wednesday 
Food Give Away. Kathleen asked, “Can she donate some food?”  Of course, I said “YES.” This 
was pretty cool thing to happen, as a group of us were praying for additional food to come in on 
Wednesday. A year later, Kathleen is still giving every other week. She donates eggs, muffins, 
canned goods, soups, cereal. This past Monday, Kathleen stopped into the church office and said, 
“I would like to make a financial donation to the church.”  Oh boy! Kathleen is engaged in our 
ministries! God is working through Kathleen. 

When Nancy heard we were in need of food and she dropped off food from the Hudson Food 
Shelf. The great part of this story is Nancy dropped off food on alternate weeks than Kathleen. 

https://youtu.be/82o224s-Au8


Was this coordinated by me? Nope. It just happened. God is at work through Kathleen and 
through Nancy.  

God is work through other church members who volunteer at the Wednesday Food Give-Away. 
Did you know Harry, Harry, Craig, Rich, Dave, Gary and Joanne help pack and deliver meals? 
They are making a difference. You can make a difference too. Do you have any extra canned goods 
of soup, microwaveable meals? If so, drop them at church on Monday. (between 10 am and 3:30 
pm) 

Story Two: Worship and Hire-A-Teen: If you haven’t attended the 10:30 am Sunday outdoor 
worship service, how about giving it a try when the weather is nice? If it is raining we will be 
meeting inside.  

Guess who else attends the worship service? Our neighbors the Keller’s. They live across the street 
and place their lawn chairs in their front lawn to hear the service. One Sunday, during the 
announcements the Keller’s heard Rev. Dawn talk about Hire-A-Teen and heard from Louise who 
gave them more information. Guess what? The Keller’s hired Caleb to do their yard work. God is 
at work through Louise, the Keller’s, Rev. Dawn, and Caleb.  God is at work through the rest of 
the youth working on Hire-a-Teen and those folks who need work done. 

Story Three: Mission Holiday Meals: The mission team gives away two meals a year; a 
Thanksgiving Meal and an Easter Meal. All of you who donate your time, and your financial 
resources make a difference in the lives of people in need. The families have sent to us thank you 
notes which have been published in the Musings. Guess what? God is at work through you. You 
touch lives. Isn’t that exciting? 

In addition, we now have a regular volunteer, Katie, who helps with the mission teams 
Thanksgiving and Easter food giveaway. One day, Katie was walking past the church, stopped, and 
said, “I hear you are having a food giveaway for the holidays.” “Can I volunteer?” I said sure and 
then notified Margie. Margie was thrilled. Katie stands at the end of the parking lot in her bright 
yellow highway vest for an hour and half directing the cars into the church parking lot. God is 
working through the mission team and through Katie. WOW. 

Story Four: The Dentist: You will love this story. On Tuesday, April 20 I am at the dentist for a 
cleaning and exam. The hygienist asked (of course my mouth is open), “Is your church holding 
church services?” As a ventriloquist I can ‘throw my voice’. So I said “yes”, and told her about the 
services. The hygienist became excited and said, “I had a patient this week who was talking about 
an outside service. It’s at the Methodist Church, right?”  I replied yes, then added: “Was the 
patient’s name Judy?”  “Why YES! How do you know it was Judy?” the hygienist said. My reply, 
“Because that is something Judy does.” She talks to others about the Hudson United Methodist 
Church ministries. God is at work through Judy. BRAVO, JUDY! 

Did you know God is at work through you every day? Even when you don’t know it. You are a 
fisher for the king.  

Do you have a story? We would love to read your story. Just send it to hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net.  
I will place your story in the newsletter. 

mailto:hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net


Prayer: God, we want to be the hands of the true fisher king. Help us not to be afraid and 
to go where the fish are. Help us not to just ‘catch and release’, but to be keeper disciplers 
as well. Amen 

 


