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Hello Methodist Friends!  
 
As you may have noticed, when I write the Epistle it’s a little more artsy/free-form and less  
book-ish than some of our more scholarly contributors. But, today I decided to start with THE 
BOOK, the lovely leather-bound Bible given to me by my three children several years ago with the 
inscription in gold letters on the front: “For Our Loving Mother.” This is what I read from Philippians 
2:2-4 during the wedding service of my oldest daughter, Emily.  
 

“Then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do 
nothing out of selfishness, ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to 
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” As you can see, this is not a passage that is 
typically read at weddings, but it was the one that conveyed the message Emily and her husband 
were looking for in their ceremony. This is one of the best things about the Bible; we can always 
find what we need there.  
 
In the past few years I have gotten away from this Bible, relying on my slim, handy little phone, 
always in my pocket, ready for an online look-up to go with my morning devotion. But today I 
thought I’d see where those lovely gold ribbons last marked my reading in the book from my 
kids....  
 
Psalm 3:1-4 “Oh Lord, how many are my foes! Many are rising against me; many are saying to me, ‘There is no 
help for you in God.’ But you, O Lord, are a shield around me, my glory, and the one who lifts up my head. I cry 
aloud to the Lord, and he answers me from his holy hill.” I am so grateful everyday for His protection. No 
matter how hard I try on my own, I need God’s shield for the big things; for the little things-so 
very true. Thank you, Father! Let’s check the other gold ribbon; it looks like that one last landed in 
the book of John.  
 
John 5:25 “Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son 
of God, and those who hear will live.” Ah, what a great passage to read two weeks after our celebration 
of the resurrection! The grace and love from our Father through Christ overwhelms me with 
gratitude.  
 
John 5:39 “You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that testify 
on my behalf.” This is just what I am doing right now; if I was hand-writing this epistle I would 
doodle a smiley face!  
 
It’s all here, in THE BOOK, ready for us to read, to reflect, to pray, to praise. Any random place 
where we open it, THE BOOK will guide us on our path to eternity. Amen!  
 

May Our Lord and His Book bless you today,  
Debbie Newhouse 
 


