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As I read the story in Luke of Jesus appearing to the disciples after his death. 

I tried to imagine myself in that room with the grieving men and suddenly seeing 

and then hearing Jesus say in verse 36b, “Peace be with you” .  Yes, I probably 

would have thought I was seeing a ghost, but knowing me, I really think I would 

have jumped in shock first before the ghost thought entered my mind.  To me, the 

most profound passage related to that story is written in the 44th and 45th verses of 

Luke 24. “…everything written about me the law of Moses, the prophets and the 

psalms must be fulfilled.”  “Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures.”   Let me repeat that again. “Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures”.   He was affirming what he had been saying all along 

to his disciples through the Scriptures, his actions, and his living presence after his 

gruesome death and glorious resurrection.  This was his physical proof to them to 

truly believe and to go into the world, as he did while on earth, to love everyone as 

family and bring all to believe in the risen Lord. Mark, Luke and John affirm what 

Jesus has said in their gospels. The disciples were instructed to spread the word to 

those who do not see. That was their mission for the remainder of their life.   

John’s first letter chapter 3: vs 2b says “We know that when he (Jesus) 

appears we will be like him because we’ll see him as he is.” That is what John is 

telling all of us as disciples of Christ in this passage.  When Jesus is revealed, 

“…we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.” Oh wow!  



Now, if there are some of you hearing this and are not sure Christ has revealed 

himself to you, I want you to think back in your life of all the times you felt a 

closeness to God.  When you cried out to God in agony and pain and he helped 

you, when you looked up to the sky and marveled at the beauty and felt a sudden 

surge through your body.  When you started writing and a rush of words flowed 

through your brain. Perhaps you feel God’s present while working in a soup 

kitchen or ministering to those within the community.  You felt that sense of peace 

and fulfilment. Those feelings are some of the feelings we experience of our risen 

Lord. Each of us hears and feels differently, but the result is the same. He is 

revealing himself to us, we just have to open our hearts and minds to feel and hear 

Him. 

 I experience the risen Lord communing with nature and serving others. 

There were many times that I experienced the Lord in my ministry working with 

the birth to three population and their families.  I worked with the poorest in the 

community along with the wealthiest.  Yes, there were times, when I prayed to 

God to protect me, to clothe me in his armor.  Whenever I entered a housing 

project to visit a new family, I always prayed for strength and as I walked into the 

neighborhood and was surrounded my young men sitting on steps.  I smiled and 

said “hello” and never once, was there a problem.  In fact, the more I visited the 

project, young men would escort me to the family, knowing I was there to help 

them. All my families had one thing in common, they were my adopted brothers 

and sisters in Christ. Each became family to me.  

  I also experience the Lord through music.  One example happened in 1980, 

while driving down the road with the windows open. It was a beautiful day and I 

suddenly started to sing a simple melody and before I knew it the words started 

flowing.  The words were coming so fast, I had to pull the car over, stop and write 



down everything that was in my head.  By the time I arrived home, Glorious 

Awakening was written.  I had no doubt in my mind that God revealed Himself to 

me.  I could not have done that on my own.  That was God working through me. 

As his instrument, my heart and mind were open.  

 Perhaps you were healed from a medical condition or an addiction.  Perhaps 

you have suffered a death or a traumatic divorce and God has been by your side all 

along that journey.  Each of us has journeyed with the Lord in the good time and 

the painful times.  He has never left your side and he never will.  He is always 

there, waiting for us to serve him and our neighbors as his son did.    

The theme of Bishop Hee-Soo Jung’s 2021 Laity Leadership Convocation is 

“Who is My Neighbor”.  He says The Wisconsin Annual Conference is very 

concerned about the state of our world not being the “vision God has for us” (p. 3). 

The Bishop is calling all Christians to love each other as brothers and sisters in 

Christ unconditionally. He wants us to look beyond “race, gender, ethnicity, 

language, education, sexuality, economics, caste or class (p.2).  

When Tony and I decided to live in Hudson and started the move-in process, 

we soon realized what a wonderful neighbor our friend Jack was and continues to 

be.  He has been willing to help us, unconditionally from the first day.  We 

purchased the condo 7 months before I moved up to Hudson. During that time, 

Tony was still preaching in Arkansas and I was up and down the road from 

Arkansas and Tennessee to Hudson  the greater part of the 7 months prior to our 

son’s deployment  to Iraq in October 2019.  During that time I was away from 

Hudson, Jack was available to check on the condo making sure the heater was 

working during the coldest part of the year, checking the pipes and ensuring 

everything was working well. It was a great comfort.  Today, he and his wife 



continue to be great friends and we watch out for each other’s condo when away. 

His neighborly love continues to shine for both Tony and I.  His genuine actions 

are unconditional examples of discipleship.   

We have no excuse to not love every person we see within our daily lives. 

That includes the young man at a local Hudson store who truly does not know our 

Lord based on the sweatshirt he was wearing. I was startled to see an upside down 

cross with Jesus on it and the words “unholy spirit” written.  It has been haunting 

me that I did not walk up to him and start a conversation. I ask for God’s 

forgiveness that I missed an opportunity to reach out to someone in need. I think it 

is safe to say that young man has not found the true love of Jesus yet. And I don’t 

have to remind you of all the violence in the world. The News media is constantly 

telling us how bad it is.  So many hurting people who need to be loved.  Are there 

opportunities you have to share God’s love?  When passing out food to those in 

need, or at the store.  Stop, take a deep breath and ask God to guide you.  Then 

make an effort to share his love to someone. I know it’s not always easy. 

Rev. Dawn will be leading a Be Love study this month on Thursday 

afternoons using the book entitled The Art of Neighboring by Jay Pathak and 

David Runyon. That is another great way to fill your soul with ideas and practices 

to love your neighbor.  The title reminds me so much of Fred Rogers, a true 

example of neighborly discipleship for all generations. 

But there is one more very important part of this message. Just as Jesus 

commanded his disciples to do in the Luke reading today, we are to study the 

Psalms and the Prophets and the laws of Moses; the Torah which includes the first 

five books of the Bible and the Ten Commandments. It is critical that we continue 

to study scripture to have a clearer vision of Jesus. As God continues to open our 



minds to understand scripture, our church has an opportunity to study the Psalms 

every Wednesday evening, via Zoom.  Rev. Dawn facilitates a service that studies 

a new Psalm and we take each verse and dissect it for meaning and understanding 

using various versions of the Bible. This is a wonderful practice for us to enlighten 

our thinking of the Psalms that Jesus is referring.  The Wednesday morning zoom 

bible study just finished the Ten Commandments.  Even though I have read the 

bible from Genesis through Revelations, further deep study of The Prophets is on 

my list of future studies, because I want my mind to remain open to him. 

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the World’” is 

the mission statement of the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist 

Church. Bishop Jung says “ we cannot undo our history, but we can commit to 

creating a very different future” (p.6).  He is correct.  We must move forward 

creating a different future.   

Quoting John Wesley’s third simple rule “Stay in Love with God” (p/52), “We 

are to live our lives in harmony with something larger than ourselves and larger 

than that which the world values as ultimate”(pg54),   

It’s up to each of us to Be the Love of Christ through sharing Him with 

others in this hurting world. Each of us must reach out to others to spread the love, 

compassion and the word of God to those who do not know our Lord.  They are 

out there, they ae lonely, suffering, addicted, denying God’s existence, and hungry 

for the words “you are forgiven, just trust in Jesus and pray to Him.” Be the love, 

share the love, act the love, live the love.  Study the laws of Moses and the 

Prophets, read the Psalms and live the life you are called to live.  Allow the Spirit 

to come and wash away your fears and doubts.  Amen 
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