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Before 1970 Switzerland was, hands down, the dominant leader in watch making worldwide.  

In the late 1960’s, Swiss researchers invented the quartz movement.  They presented their 

innovation to the manufacturers who promptly dismissed the idea.  Besides, the new design had 

few gears, no mainspring, and it was powered by, excuse me, batteries!  Certain of its failure, 

the manufacturers allowed the researchers to take their design to the World Watch Congress in 

1970.  There it caught the attention of a small, relatively unknown, Japanese company.  The 

company?  Seiko.  The rest is, as they say, history.  By the end of the 1970’s, Seiko was the new 

market leader in watches.  Tens of thousands of Swiss watchmakers lost their jobs.  It was a 

national catastrophe... 

 My point is not that our dearly held concepts of the purpose of the church are bad, but 

rather are sometimes ineffective and outdated.  If our churches were a business we might be 

inclined to learn from the Swiss.  Just think what would have happened if the Swiss had been 

willing to die to their dearly held watch-making traditions and embraced the totally new design. 

 Resurrection can occur only after death.  We continue to cling to the past, to our 

traditions, our perceived status and power in the church for our own glory not God’s glory.  

Jesus taught us that if we attempt to save our lives, we will lose them.  Only by losing our lives 

can Jesus be allowed to give us new ones.  Jesus was the archetypal business leader.  Despite 

the evidence of Jesus’ success - Christianity changed the world forever - we neglect his message 

and his methods. 

 If I were a doctor and told you that you had heart disease, and that unless you changed 

your eating habits and life style you will die in less than five years, would you listen?  Would 

you do something about it?  Would you make the necessary changes in your life to live? 

 While we talk about and engage in self-examination, there is a big difference between 

talking about changes needed and implementing those changes seen as necessary to the making 



of disciples for Jesus Christ.  The participation of the person in the pew is a vital part of the 

future of ministry in Hudson and the United Methodist Church. 

 No persons are more valuable in the eyes of God because of race, age, or other 

demographic categories.  However, the church is called to minister to the people God has given 

us.  Therefore, the changing makeup of the people God has given us in our communities needs 

to capture our careful attention.  While we celebrate and cherish each person already in our 

congregation, staying attuned to who is missing is a way of looking at our mission fields as God 

sees them.  Have you brought anyone to Christ or even to church that they might experience 

Christ?   
 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Tony+ 

 
 
 


