
Monday Church Epistle 
April 12, 2021 
 

 

Hello Church!  

 Here are two things you need to know as we prepare ourselves for severe 

summer weather, and one thing you need to know as a COVID update.  

1) Our new outdoor sound system is far more weather sensitive than your 

current pastor. Yesterday’s precipitation (50’s and misty/cloudy at 9:30 

when the decision had to be made) required us to take our 10:30 worship 

back into the sanctuary. Whenever it is nicer than it was yesterday, we plan 

to be outdoors for worship. Please bring your own chair, jacket, and/or 

sunblock. It may help you to remember that your pastor is a Norwegian 

American who believes there is no bad weather, only bad clothes.  

2) We strongly encourage you to stay home anytime the Twin Cites stations 

tell us we are under a TORNADO WATCH. Generally, we do not close for 

summer weather storm watches because our building is well built, and we 

have weather alert technology installed in the office to help us keep those 

already in the building safe. We ask you to help us care for you by staying 

safely at home during any TORNADO WATCH, especially on Sunday 

mornings.  

The reason we are not waiting for a tornado warning and closing our 

building is because tornado warnings are not issued until a tornado has been 

sighted in an area. That is too late for us as an active church to decide to 

close. In the event of any tornado warnings, we will follow the protocols for 

keeping those already in our building safe until the warning is cleared. If 

there is ever a TORNADO WATCH on Sunday morning, outdoor worship 

will be canceled, and you are strongly encouraged to take advantage of our 

podcast worship service. If you do choose to come to worship in a 

TORNADO WATCH, be prepared in the event of a TORNADO 

WARNING to take shelter quickly in our lower level.  

Good clothes for a TORNADO WATCH include tie-on shoes. Flip-flops 

are of little use in the immediate aftermath of a tornado. All weather has its 



role in creation, even if we humans cannot see it in the moment. There is no 

bad weather, only bad clothes. 

3) The current news about COVID rates from Minnesota’s DPH is not good 

and viruses do not care about state lines. Therefore, we are not relaxing our 

building protocols. When you are in the building, please wear your mask, 

even if it is just for a minute and even if you are fully vaccinated. If we need 

to make any emergency public health adjustments, they will be posted on 

our web page and in your email. Practice the lessons mastered during the 

chaos of March 2020. 

It hurts to write that third thing. My plan for later this week was to go to Grand 

Marais and see my aunt. But my cousin, who is a community leader there, contacted 

me so that I would know the very infectious British variant of the virus is rising in 

Cook County. I am so thankful that Donna is an active member of her church so she 

knows what pastors do in their weekly work life. She is as committed to good elder 

care as I am; it is a Jeffers family core value. Therefore, I cannot risk being an 

asymptomatic carrier of that variant and do my work as your pastor. So even though I 

am fully vaccinated, this week I will continue staying home with y’all, wearing my 

mask, and washing my hands. With the change in plans, I will take advantage of my 

freed-up time and put it to use planning for our summer and fall worship.  

This morning John and I read Psalm 4, the assigned reading for today from The Upper 

Room Disciplines. It is one of David’s less famous psalms. The ancient note above it 

reads, “To the leader: with stringed instruments.” What stringed instruments did they 

have beyond David’s harp? Guitar? Ukulele? Violins? 1 Samuel 16:14-23 records the 

time David served as King Saul’s court musician. Therefore, given his note for the 

leader of musicians, today I am imagining David wrote this psalm when Saul facing 

distress with all the responsibilities of his crown weighing on his heart.  

With that idea in mind, I am drawn to verses 1 and 4 for us today:  

“Answer me when I call, O God of my right!  
You gave me room when I was in distress.  
Be gracious to me and hear my prayer. . .. 
 
“When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds and be silent.”  
      (Psalm 4: 1 & 4, NRSV) 
 



“Ponder and be silent.” That is good advice this week as we prepare to face 

circumstances beyond our control. This DCE began with how weather will impact 

our worship. We know weather. We can make good plans. Also, with COVID 

variants confusing the medical researchers, as a praying church we have both our 

prayers and our experience of the last year to guide us as we ponder.  

God is good, all the time.  

Grace abounds!  

Rev. Dawn 

  

 


