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Hello Church!  

 It has been a busy two weeks for several of us. This is particularly true for our 

worship team and the Ready To Launch study group. As I do my share of preparing 

for Sunday worship, it is amazing to be able to work with so many talented folks who 

are doing all they can to serve you and your spiritual needs.  

 The time has come for what we have learned in Ready To Launch, my clergy 

continuing education choice for 2021, has stressed that we need to do in worship with 

our current members. Discussing this step recalls for me an old quote popular when 

our church was first planted in the 1850’s, “Follow without abandon.” In those three 

words were two related concepts, two generations of ministry if you will.  

 “Follow” is to pay attention to the changes going on around you, especially the 

mission field you are called to minister in. For us that means paying attention to 

Mission Insite, a data analysis firm our annual conference uses when making 

appointments of pastors and establishing new ministries. We have access to Mission 

Insite as a local church because it is fully funded by our conference apportionments. 

By drawing a 6-mile radius around our church to include both the I-94 bridge and the 

new bridge as well as the full Hudson Unified School District, the data shows that the 

people choosing to buy homes and be our new neighbors are either relocating empty-

nesters or millennials (those now aged 20 to 40 years old) all purchasing “downsizing” 

or “starter” homes (1000 to 1500 square feet). As we think about how we do 

outreach, we need to think about these neighbors and their spiritual needs. 

 “. . . Without abandon” is to continue serving the needs of those already with 

us, Old Hudson is a phrase I see used a great deal to describe these neighbors. For 

our church that is remaining visibly involved in our local missions such as The Back 

Pack Program and Christian Community Homes.  It means providing meaningful 

worship for those who can attend worship on Sunday morning at the same time we 

provide meaningful worship for those who benefit most from our on-line worship. In 

this the pandemic was a spiritual gift giving us the luxury on need and time to develop 

on-line ministries. As churches are stepping out of the pandemic, we have a golden 

opportunity to sharpen what we now do well with on-line worship to meet the needs 



of family caregivers who need worship but often cannot attend because of their loved 

one’s needs due to dementia.  

 All of our neighbors are on my heart as I think about our Easter season 

worship theme “Be Love.” Weeks ago, as the worship team and I were making all the 

varied scriptural, visual and musical selections for this theme, I did not read just the 

assigned texts but the whole letter of 1st John. What stood out for me in the whole 

letter was how much stress John placed on Jesus’ great command “Love God with all 

your heart and love your neighbor as yourself.” 1st John also relates to the Golden 

Rule, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” That was then.  

 This is now. As I began the final approach to this week’s sermon, I quickly 

discovered that John did not begin his theme in this week’s pre-assigned by the 

Revised Common Lectionary in the 20th century readings. John actually began his 

theme in chapter 2, “Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light, and in 

such a person there is no cause for stumbling.” (1st John 2:10, New Revised Standard 

Version, bold mine)  

 My contributions to the Daily Church Epistle are always in real time, they 

arrive in your in-box within eight hours of when I sat for an hour to write them. At 

Ready To Launch on Tuesday night, we talked about how important it is for mid-

week introductions to the sermon theme are. It was so good to see that with our 

ongoing DCE we are doing something right!  

 So today, as you finish reading this, you are invited to prepare your heart and 

mind for worship and ministry this coming Sunday as we “Be Love” through this next 

season for our church. The full text for the sermon as I am preparing now is 1st John 

1:1-3, 2:1-11. As you read these fourteen verses, prayerfully consider if you agree with 

John’s theme. In times like these, it is so easy to nurse a grudge that I am challenging 

myself to let that all of my grudge feeding thought bunnies be turned into a prayer for 

the person who irritates me as I choose to think about how to love my neighbors, my 

brothers, and my sisters by first keeping the Golden Rule.  

 Loving you as well as loving Christ,  

 Rev. Dawn   

 


