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 We have folks in our church across our generations who were blessed with 

parents who included weekly worship in their childhood. These folks are blessed 

some delightful memories of Palm Sundays past. First, there are our palms, waving 

them and singing “Hosana, loud Hosana!”1 while marching in the sanctuary. Children 

in our church blend that older praise song with the Caribbean tune, Mantos y Palmas 

(Cloaks and Palms in English).2 Even if that Sunday has a special performance by our 

musicians and thespians, we always take time and imagine ourselves there in the 

crowd welcoming Jesus to Jerusalem. Later, we take our palms and fold them into 

crosses. What wonder-filled, faith grounding memories.   

In the many decades of Palm Sundays in our church before COVID, there was 

almost always a sermon preached about Jesus arriving in Jerusalem and our place in 

the crowd. But what about now? Are we at the end of the COVID era? Or are we at 

the beginning of the post-COVID era? Yes, to both. And what blessing could our 

tradition of celebrating this familiar story of Jesus say to us as we live our faith today?  

Preachers in times past have reminded you that the people waving those palms 

during the Roman occupation of Jerusalem were doing something akin to our spring 

school board and Wisconsin Superintendent of Schools elections. This year, I will 

make the same point because it is a sermon that bears repeating. Faithful believers 

making a choice is the theme at the heart of our Bible readings for today, Psalm 118 

and Mark 11. A little Bible meets history will help us make the connection.  

Psalm 118 was written sometime between 586 BCE, when the Temple 

Solomon built was destroyed, and 63 BCE, when Rome conquered Jerusalem. That is 

                                           
1 #278 The United Methodist Hymnal, 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House, Nashville. Words by Jeanette 
Threlfall, 1873. 
2 #279 The United Methodist Hymnal. Spanish words by Ruben Ruiz Avila, 1972, translated by Gertrude C. Supper, 1979, 
1987. 
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a wide span, a little more than 5 centuries. Here we won’t take time to consider the 

smaller periods when our psalm was most likely inspired and composed, we just need 

to know that Psalm 118 rests with other psalms calling the people to the Temple for 

worship before Jerusalem was conquered by Rome. It is helpful to know the people 

knew that psalm as we join them in our imaginations to witness again Jesus riding the 

donkey’s colt into Jerusalem.  

 Psalm is such a rich psalm of praise! Two key verses rise for us for Palm 

Sunday this year. 

The one who enters in the Lord’s name is blessed; 

we bless all of you from the Lord’s house. 

The Lord is God! 

He has shined a light on us! 

So lead the festival offering with ropes 

all the way to the horns of the altar. 

Psalm 118:26-27 

 

 Mulling over this verse in prayer, a new-to-me thought came to mind. Is it 

possible the people who saw Jesus with their own eyes that day sang this psalm as he 

rode past them? Certainly a deep, heart-felt desire led them to wave palms and throw 

their coats in front of Jesus as he rode a donkey’s colt. Was their connection with this 

psalm’s hope for redemption influencing their emotions and their actions? The day 

Jesus rode a donkey’s colt into Jerusalem, Jewish people had been under Roman 

occupation for almost 100 years. No one then alive could remember when the 

Israelites ruled themselves. They longed for Rome to go away and their own self-

governance to return. Theirs was a time when Rome tolerated their worship of the 

one, unseen God in the Temple. On that day, there was still an altar standing with 

horns on the four corners that could be used to secure a live offering in place for the 

priest to sacrifice.  

 When we read the story of Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey’s colt almost 

20 centuries after it happened, we read with our faith history with our memories of re-

enacting the day in worship, and what we know will come next. The people that day, 

did not share our memories, they made them. They did not have any of the four 

Gospels to read, but they did have psalms memorized and literacy among Jewish men 
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was common because of their synagogue movement. We can imagine hearing them 

sing Psalm 118, “This is the day, this is the day that the Lord hath made, that the Lord 

hath made. Let us rejoice, let us rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it.”3 

Sometimes when imaging them I sing with them. Other times, I see and hear them 

singing as though I was watching through an open window or on a television screen. I 

see, but I am not there. 

 But the Lord inspired all four gospel writers to help us imagine we are there.  

The gospel writers all want us to be followers of Jesus, public supporters of his 

mission to lead the world home to God’s love. They want us in the crowd shouting 

“Hosana!” 

 Sometimes preachers take Mark’s telling of Jesus riding a borrowed colt 

through a palm waving crowd and interpret it as though those who waved palms as 

Jesus arrived turned on Jesus became those who yelled “Crucify him!” later that week. 

I am no longer one of those preachers. Maybe in the distant past I preached that 

sermon, but I don’t think I will go there again. A lifetime following Christ has 

changed my point of view. 

 Friends, the more I learn about the Bible along with the more I learn about the 

times and places of the historical events it records, the more I realize that their times 

were as complicated as our own, but the story is told simply in ways that help us 

connect it with our own story. Over time, I realized the Pharisees and the priests were 

trying to be faithful to God as they understood faithfulness—they just happened to 

miss the primary point that God created this world from pure love. Vindictiveness 

and rigidity is not a primary quality of our Lord God. God is love. This must be the 

constant we strive to reflect as God’s creatures created in God’s image. 

It was just as possible for us as it was for the Pharisees and priests to genuinely 

love God but be misdirected in how we live that love out. It is possible to think we 

are being loyal to Christ, waving palms with our hands, but not being loyal in our 

hearts as we live. We may not shout either “Hosana!” or “Crucify him!” We might just 

stand by doing nothing and allowing the stronger voices to prevail. 

 Imagining ourselves there that day in Jerusalem is a good way to read this 

scripture for our spiritual growth. When you read Mark’s gospel in its grand simplicity, 

where do you imagine standing that day in Jerusalem? Are you out in the street, going 

to the market perhaps? Are you at home, preparing dinner with the news turned off? 

Are you a Temple “regular” who must turn your back on business at the Altar to see 

                                           
3 #657 The United Methodist Hymnal, Psalm 118:24 adapted by Les Garrett, 1967. 
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Jesus coming? Are you one who worries about the impact of Jesus’ ministry on the 

fragile peace with Rome? When you hear the crowd shout “Hosana!” do you shout 

with them and run to join them? Or do you just watch what is going on?   

 No matter what you did when you imagined yourself there that day, as you 

come back to our time know this: Christ rode that donkey out of love for you. It does 

not matter if you are ashamed of yourself or proud of yourself. Christ carried out his 

mission on earth because God loves you. The Lord cares for you.  

 Our choices do not live in just our imagination as we place ourselves into the 

Bible as though we were there. We still have similar choices to make as we live today. 

Most of our choices are very personal, but some choices are common to us all. Today 

for example we all have choices to make around the vaccine, and if we are over 18, we 

all have choices to make about the coming election on April 6th. Will we make our 

choices as heart-felt followers of Christ? 

 With the vaccine, we all have choices to make that are ours alone. Certainly, the 

CDC and our new president want us to make certain choices, but they cannot take 

away our right to choose. So, will you get the vaccine or will you not? Will you wait 

for someone to call saying “Come in now,” or will you actively seek it out? Once you 

are vaccinated will you choose to run with the crowds, or will you be staying indoors 

taking a more cautious approach, gently expanding your contact with other people? 

Will you keep wearing your mask when you are fully vaccinated? Whatever you 

choose, how will your choice honor Christ by loving your neighbor as Christ taught 

us we should?  

With the Wisconsin local and state elections before us on April 6th, we all have 

choices to make about voting or not voting. An odd fact is that those who choose not 

to vote agreeing with the majority opinion of those vote. We all will live with the 

outcome of the election if we vote or not because we will all pay taxes on the policies 

the election winners will implement. Children and youth who cannot vote are most 

directly impacted by our spring elections. Will you make an informed choice to vote 

for the children and youth you profess to care about? The children and youth Christ 

taught us to welcome?  

Today, you made a choice to participate in this message. You gave it time and 

attention. But now you have another choice to make, and that is the choice to live as 

one who recognizes Jesus as the Christ or to stop at “Nice sermon, preacher.”  

You have a choice. Will you sing with your life, “Hosana! Blessed is the One 

who has come! Hosanna!” Amen. 
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Amen.  

   

  


