
 

Thursday, Church Epistle 
March 25, 2021  
 
Hello Church!  
Today we mostly have a guest writer, Mark Dolan. Mark is a when the spirit moves him 
contributor, and yesterday he sent in what follows.  
 
What Mark did not know was that I was having a sore eye day, and the nurse at the 
ophthalmologist advised me among other things to reduce my screen time. The other thing Mark 
did not know is that the other thing in my calendar this morning was a 2-hour district training 
event on Zoom, that would leave me with little writing time.  
 
What follows is for me manna from heaven. When I first opened it, I did so knowing that this was 
“rough stuff” but I found that I am not the only person who finds growing in grace requires being 
re-aligned.  
 
Thank you, Mark, for being God’s delivery agent for the grace we all need today!  
 Rev. Dawn 
 
 
Life Rubs and Repairs - Lent 2021 
By Mark Dolan 
 
How difficult is it to get re- aligned?   In our life we have many “rubs”.   It is difficult task to 
remove a rub.  One sometimes peels it off, rub it off, ignores the irritation, pulls it off, and some 
time the rub simply breaks. Scabs can be frightfully painfully when rubbed off.   Or in odd cases 
the “rub” must be pulled apart by a controlled unstoppable force – sometimes we cannot 
overcome the rub. 
 
Death, separation, hate, sickness, our own fragility.  When we take time in Lent to repair it is not 
always easy.   How hard do we work at Lent, only Sunday morning, every day, Friday only, when do 
we focus of faith, on the crucifixion of Christ?   
 
Repairing   one’s soul with no rubs?   How?  We often need to be joined.  Sometimes there is a 
blockage - what is the blockage of our soul?  The distraction?   
 
When I join a precision rotor on a shaft - the fit must be perfect.   Any slight imperfection must be 
found and abraded away.  Or if the key is too big for the keyway, the key must be filed to fit.  The 
rotor fit up is always a challenge.  The obstacles of bent metal, poor access, trip hazards, bunged up 
threads and wrong gear puller.   Life has these obstacles – have you ever been damaged by trip 
hazards or bent character? 
 
 



What happens when the file is in God’s hands?    Filing can be unpleasant, some time the file can 
rub us the wrong way (and it hurts) to shave away the rub?  Then we can be free to fit with Gods 
plan. 
 
Are we the key?  To transfer God’s power to us to our fellowman. 
 
Lent gives us a chance to prepare our fit with God.  Taking the time to fit is difficult, being filed by 
God is not comfortable.   
 
It is a choice to participate in Lent - a preparation - for by faith we are saved (John 3- xx) It is our 
choice.   Can we handle a little filing?   (abrasion - not doing taxes) to be joined with God for 
eternal life. 
 
Based on a large snowblower repair - spring 2021. 
 


