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Hello Church!   
 
Darci here. Many of you, maybe most of you at this point, know I love to garden.  I have been 
learning lots of design principles from watching gardeners on YouTube.  I share Rev Dawn’s love 
of watching YouTubers. 
 
The recommendation they have is to start your garden design with “hardscape” instead of 
“landscape”.  Hardscapes are those things that are mostly unchanging.  My house and driveway 
would count, as well as my birdfeeder poles.  A sitting area with a bench or two would fall into this 
category as would a pretty statue or stone that you wanted to be a focal point.  A formal garden 
gate that draws you into the garden can be a particularly lovely hardscape. 
 
Hardscapes are unchanging and most often used to draw your attention to a space.  The 
landscaping is designed around them to draw your eye their way.  You can plant different plants 
each year or even change them up during the year, but the hardscapes are harder to change around 
so you need to be certain you decide on them with care. 
 
Those thoughts were already flowing through my mind as I read the Psalm assigned for today.  I 
am going to share the first half of our assigned reading. 
 
Psalm 118:19-23 
Open the gates of righteousness for me so I can come in and give thanks to the LORD! 
This is the LORD’s gate; those who are righteous enter through it. 
I thank you because you answered me, because you were my saving help. 
The stone rejected by the builders is now the main foundation stone! 
This has happened because of the LORD; it is astounding in our sight! 
 
The gate and the stone are hardscapes.  The gate is a symbol of living rightly before God.  The 
stone is often seen as a symbol of Christ who was rejected by earthly leaders but chosen by God to 
be the most important. 
 
Some translations call it a cornerstone which was the beginning of a building.  It set the orientation 
of the structure that was built on top.  That image has been in my head since I was a young girl.  
Yet my brain is playing with the translation we have before us.  Today, with my gardener’s eye, I 
can imagine that stone being the foundation of my hardscape.  Plantings should draw the eye 
toward it from every direction of the garden. 
 
A garden can be a metaphor for a life.  God has chosen the foundation stone.  It should be the 
focal point.  That leads me down this metaphor a little farther. 
 



Are all my projects and actions leading the eyes of those watching to look toward Christ?  When 
you see my work “blossom” is your eye drawn down those blooms toward the beautiful stone in 
the center of my garden?   
 
People are watching.  There is a saying that your life is the only sermon some people will ever see.  
The Psalm today is reminding me to live in a way that draws others around me to look at what my 
actions are pointing toward.  I pray my life will draw people toward Christ.  
 
Dear God, help me to keep Christ at my center.  Help me to live in such a way that others 
watching my actions have their eyes drawn toward him.  I thank you for the beauty of this 
life and for the opportunity to share it with others.  I give you my praise.  Amen 
 
 
 
 

 


