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The Parable of the Sower – Mark 4:1-9 
 Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he got into 
a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 He began to 
teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3 “Listen! A sower went out 
to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Other seed 
fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth 
of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other 
seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 Other seed fell 
into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a 
hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” 
  
The recent arrival of spring-like weather has many of us clamoring for the full bloom 
of spring.  After a couple of sub-zero weeks, the warmth seems premature while all so 
welcome.  We also just had our first severe thunderstorm and tornado warnings this 
past week, another true sign of spring arrival.  However, we may need to remind 
ourselves that we have not fully arrived at astronomical spring (March 20 is the spring 
equinox).  At the time of this writing forecasts are calling for a massive winter storm 
Xylia to hit the Rockies with feet of snow, not inches.  What that holds for our region 
will be upon us at the time of this epistle.  In any case, we know spring will be coming 
soon and we also have hope that as more of us  complete the vaccination for Covid 
that another “spring” will arrive that allows for safer times to gather, to worship and 
to celebrate God’s graces.   
  
Just as the parable of the sower tells us, how we go about things may yield vastly 
different results.  When it comes to preparing our gardens for this year, are we 
planting into good soil or simply scattering our seeds on rocky ground or for birds to 
enjoy?  As we have practiced social distancing and masking for the past many months, 
have we spared ourselves and others from illness?  And as fatigue wears on all of us 
this warming spring can we continue a bit longer to keep our neighbors safe until the 
virus transmission in hopefully and finally reduced?  In the last verse of the parable, 
Jesus says, “Let anyone with ears listen!”  How well do we each do with ‘hearing to 
listen’?    By the anxious steps of leaders in many states for reducing public health 
measures for the sake of returning to a “normal” way of life one has to wonder who is 
really ‘hearing to listen’.  Those leaders are asking that we all use our own freedom of 
decision-making to correctly act to safeguard our neighbors from the pandemic. If we 



do really ‘hear to listen’ we will bear onward and continue to watch out for each other 
as we surpass a year of pandemic lifestyle and continue safe steps for enough further 
time to find us all back together in worship, in fellowship and in service.  Hopefully 
that will emerge as summer approaches.   
  
Prepare to sow your seeds with wisdom and “with your ears to hear listen.” 

 

 
 

 


