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Hello Church!  

Today is my Grandma Jeffers 129th birthday. She was the oldest child in her family, a 

honeymoon baby like me. My birth was nine months and two weeks after my parents’ 

wedding, Mom wants you to know that. I am not so sure about Grandma, Uncle 

Morse was kind of soft on recording her parents’ wedding date, giving us just the year, 

not which month, or what day. But with her March birthday she was most likely born 

at 9 months and a few weeks, just like me. 

That is only one of many things I have in common with Grandma Jeffers. I have her 

deep devotion to the people I love. I have her flash temper at injustice (as defined by 

me). She taught me to imagine the future and how to sew. If you don’t sew, trust 

those of us who do that imagining the future is a sewing way of thinking. Every good 

sewist, Grandma would say seamstress, knows how to look at what is—fabric 

available, the garment’s function, flat pattern, figure flaws, skills and experience—to 

make the garment they imagine can be; always a garment that both fits and flatters.  

Looking at what is and imagining what can be, is a theme in the Old Testament 

reading for Sunday’s worship, Jeremiah 31:34.  

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the 

people of Israel and Judah. It won’t be like the covenant I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that 

covenant with me even though I was their husband. . .. No, this is the covenant that I 

will make with the people of Israel after that time. . .. I will put my Instructions within 

them and engrave them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my 

people. They will no longer need to teach each other to say, ‘Know the Lord!’ because 

they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. . . for I will forgive their 

wrongdoing and never again remember their sins.” (Common English Bible, 

biblegateway.com) 

This passage looks at what is and imagines what will be. Before I list what I see, what 

do you see?  

 

 

 



 

 

1. A new covenant implies there is an old covenant.  

2. The old covenant was broken in the past by the people, not by God.  

3. When God has forgiven us, God will not remember our sins. This is a sure 

mark that we are not God. When we forgive, our memory of that sin is 

transformed but not forgotten. How human of us! 

But the best thing in this passage to me is this line: “I will be their God, and they 

will be my people.” This is what we mean when we say God is unchanging, 

immutable. It is not saying that God will not adjust to a particular course of action. 

It is saying that no matter what changes our choices necessitate, God will always 

be our God and we will always be God’s people.  

Perhaps a sewing comparison might help to make it practical. Today I am 

celebrating Grandma’s birthday by sewing my next dress. I will use the skills she 

taught me, as well as her dresser that both holds my lamp for my ironing board 

and stores my specialized pressing tools in the top drawer. Both the silhouette and 

the fabric of my dress look very much like her dresses when she was my age; 

probably because I inherited my fitting challenges and personal coloring from her. 

All of that is the past, like the old covenant.  

But I am not her and I need a new dress. What I make will be a new dress, made 

of new fabric that was completely unavailable in her lifetime. My dress will be 

influenced by our shared past, but I hope to wear it well into the future. That is the 

hope of a new covenant.  

When Jeremiah first recorded these words from the Lord, Jesus’ birth in 

Bethlehem and death on the cross were still in the future. But as Jeremiah wrote 

both God and the people had a memory of what had happened before, how the 

old covenant had worked, and why it may have failed. Just like God, they too 

could learn from experience and enter the new covenant with hope.   

If you want to know more, I suggest reading what Christ had to say as follow-up 

to this word of prophecy in the Gospels. As you prepare for worship this week, 

the particular passage for this week’s sermon is John 12:20-33.   

I hope you too have a life experience that helps you imagine into the future.  

Grace always surrounds us!  



Rev. Dawn  


