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Greetings, 

Today, I am sharing with you a reflection I enjoyed that was posted on the WI Annual Conference 
District by Rev. Dan Dick, Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Hee-Soo Jung. Rev. Dick has served as the 
Director of Connectional Ministries with WI Annual Conference and has worked for the General 
Board of Discipleship in Nashville Tennessee. Rev. Dick continues to author the blog, United 
Methodeviations, and has been a speaker and teacher around the world. He is an author of fourteen 
books and hundreds of articles. Dan is also an avid reader.  

If you would like more information about the conference staff or to read future reflections go to 
www.wisconsinumc.org. Kathy OBS 
 
 

Reflection 
By Dan Dick 
 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 

of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 

wisdom of the world?                              (1 Corinthians 1:18-20) 

 

What is truth?  Is truth a collection of provable facts?  What is knowledge?  Is what we “know” 

limited to what we can comprehend through our five senses?  How do we define wisdom?  Is it the 

accumulation of experience from which we draw meaning?  Yes, but yes “and.”  It is interesting to 

note throughout history that what was once true is no longer.  What we “know” shifts and changes 

and evolves. One culture’s wisdom is another culture’s myth.  The same science that taught us to 

distrust that which cannot be “proved” is wrapped up in speculation about strings, loops, dark 

matter, and infinite parallel universes.  Those who state if you can’t touch, smell, taste, see, or hear 

something it can’t be true still believe in concepts such as mercy, justice, equity, and love. 

 

Following generations of thinkers pushing for a purely rational approach to life, more and more 

leading brains are exploring trans-rational and transcendent modes and means of knowing.  



Learning theory and brain research are regularly showing that the more we learn about the human 

mind, the less we actually understand.  There is a whole lot more going on than we can reduce to 

simple principles and universals. 

 

Christian believers are not surprised by any of this – what is wisdom of the world is foolishness 

with God, and the core tenets of faith will never be validated through worldly proof.   

Science says, “prove God,” and sadly, many theologians got sucked into the debate.   

Many Christians promote an image of God as an old bearded white guy in the sky and learned 

generations of people shake their head in mockery.  Both sides engage in a simplistic and superficial 

game of either/or thinking, and no one convinces anyone else of anything. 

 

The whole “dance” between science and religion, the way we are doing it is foolishness in the sight 

of God.  God really doesn’t need us to defend or explain or prove God’s existence to anyone.  If a 

person chooses not to believe, that it their right and they must own their decision.  And while we 

who do believe are all called to offer what we have found to others; we don’t have to explain it or 

defend it or convince anyone else of our right to believe. 

My experience of and relationship to God is very real for me.  It gives my life meaning, purpose 

and direction.  I am fulfilled by it, inspired by it, encouraged by it, and I would LOVE for others to 

experience what I experience.  I love talking to others about my faith, but it has been years since I 

felt any need to debate anyone about what they believe.  This is foolishness and not what I have 

been called to do. 

 

Matthew 13 comes to mind.  I am a seed sower.  I share my relationship with God.  Sometimes this 

sharing falls in fertile soil and I have wonderful conversations about God with others.  But 75% of 

the time, my sharing hits weeds, thorns, rocks, hard soil, or gets carried away by the birds.  And 

that is okay!  I can’t force my faith on anyone else any more than I can force a plant to grow.  Sure, 

I can nurture, and water, and encourage, and weed, but ultimately the health of what grows rests 

with God. 

 



 

Debating, judging, condemning, arguing, and imposing is foolishness.  God’s wisdom is to live 

one’s life with such integrity of thought, word, and action that people want to know what it is that 

we’ve got that they lack.  Then what seemed foolish before suddenly takes root, begins to grow, 

and bursts forth in a new wisdom that the rest of the world probably won’t get. 

 

Gracious God make me a faith sharer, not a faith imposer.  Let me offer my truth as a gift 

to others, not as a topic for debate.  Help me to live a balanced life that witnesses to your 

goodness, grace, and love.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


