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Deuteronomy 4:5-7 
5 See, just as the Lord my God has charged me, I now teach you statutes and ordinances for you to observe in the 
land that you are about to enter and occupy. 6 You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and 
discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 
discerning people!” 7 For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we call to 
him? 
  
Perhaps we can take a lesson from Moses as he sought to share the commandments with his 
people.  We are in a moment of thoughtful, prayerful discernment about how to proceed with 
potential changes, improvements, and additions to our church facilities.    Many of our members 
did get the opportunity to attend one of two Zoom Listening Sessions or the in-person session last 
Sunday morning following the second service.   The opportunity before us includes building 
options to resolve several priorities that were established by the congregation at the November 
2019 Church Forum on our facilities survey.  The Accountable Leadership Board and Long Range 
Planning Task Force have worked throughout  2020 with architects and planners on the options 
for an accessible front entry,  an elevator to the lower level classroom area, new accessible 
bathrooms and a music and worship technology room.  Hopefully, even if you missed the listening 
sessions you checked out the information that was sent our by email with the invitations. (If you 
missed it, the same information is included with this epistle.)    
  
Presently, we need the full congregation to give thought and prayer to help guide us in our future 
direction.  There will be a Zoom Church Charge Conference on Monday, March 29 at 7:00 pm.  
Please SAVE THE DATE and watch for the details about the meeting coming later in March.  At 
that meeting we will ask for approval on the 2021 Operating Budget and we will ask approval for 
engaging the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation to conduct a feasibility study to determine 
the potential for capital fundraising to accomplish the building improvements and which options 
may be of highest importance.   In United Methodist practice, each step along the way of building 
plans, feasibility, fundraising plans and construction will be brought forward for the church to 
discuss and approve.   
  
Attached is the written summary of the present facility designs and a quick ten minute video will 
summarize the priorities as well;  https://youtu.be/y0j-jdDPOWY    . 
  
The feedback from the listening sessions has been constructive and encouraging.  While we do 
have significant funds remaining in our capital reserve funds, we would still need to raise 
considerable funds from congregation contributions over a number of years to accomplish some or 
all of the facility additions.  Many agree that most of the improvements are ones that are overdue 
and would be valuable in our service to the missions of the church.  Whether we can further refine 
the plans to make them more cost effective and whether we can raise sufficient funds will be 



determined in part by the feasibility study.  Please take time to consider the building concept and 
plan to attend the special Zoom Charge Conference on March 29 at 7:00 pm.   
 
 


