
 
 

Thursday Church Epistle  
February 25, 2021  
 

 Hello Church! 

 John Lennon penned into his song Beautiful Boy, “Life is what happens when 

you are busy making other plans.” At least that is how I hummed it Wednesday as I 

was preparing to begin my vacation today. I will not go on about the many things that 

cropped up the day before vacation, the way they often do for so many of us, but I 

will thank the Lord for sending Barbara Hill to be one of our Lay Speakers.  

 Barbara and her husband, Rev. Tony Hill, are true team players in our United 

Methodist Connection. When I asked her if she had something in the “Barbara Hill 

archives” that could serve as our DCE for today, she did. It is a marvelous sermon for 

us to ponder as we “unwind” the impacts of COVID and think together about both 

the new ministry launch to/for/with young families coming this fall, and getting those 

needed improvements to our campus done.  

 I hope you enjoy this written sermon by Barbara. You can look forward to her 

taking our pulpit live and in podcast worship on April 18th.  

 Finally, I want to publicly thank Pastor Jeremy Deaner from New Richmond, 

Deacon Susan, Darci, and Barbara for taking on my weekly duties so I can enjoy a real 

vacation—my first since summer 2019.  I never counted my 2019 surgery as vacation, 

and then COVID came. 

 Grace and peace to you all. 

 Rev. Dawn 

We Are One in the Lord! 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
By Barbara Hill, Certified Lay Speaker 
 



 The reading from Paul is one that really touches my heart.  It is so true.   Paul is 

also encouraging the Corinthians to not only focus on the gift of tongues, but to 

accept all of the gifts of the spirit that God has given each of them.  Gifts from God 

are given to each of us, but each gift is different.  Using the gifts together collectively 

as a group makes the church strong.   

 I love the analogy in verses 14-26.  Let’s look at those verses again.   

I am a very private person when it comes to sharing about my family.  But today, I 

will share two stories that I believe are meaningful to this lesson.   

My cousin Robert was 12 years of age when he and a friend were playing with a 

BB gun.  As you can image, the gun went off and my cousin lost his left eye.  He had 

to train his brain to accept all visibility with the good eye.  When you have fluid in the 

ears, it makes you feel off balance.  Again, it takes the brain some time to overcome 

that feeling, but collectively all work together.  

The injury did not stop him from doing what he wanted.  He graduated with 

honors and a doctorate in Environmental Science and spent his life teaching at the 

University of Florida and traveling around the world inspecting various 

Environmental Agencies. And many years ago, he flew to the upper part of Wisconsin 

to spend time with all of us at my brother’s wilderness property.  The kids swam and 

drove 4 wheelers and yes, there was target practice.  Robert picked up a gun and fired 

it at the target and hit a bullseye the first time.  Everyone was so impressed.  He 

smiled, put the gun down and walked back to the camp.  That was my cousin.  Not 

proud or boastful, but as genuine a human as ever I have met. 

Please forgive my repetition, but I feel called to share this story again with you 

because it is so relevant to what is happening today.  In 1968, I was working for the 

Federal Reserve Bank in Memphis, Tennessee in the computer division.  I was also 

planning a wedding that was scheduled for June of that year. I worked with a diverse 

group of people and we were a family.  We worked well together.  We started working 



in the computer room at 9:00 in the morning and usually ended our day around 6:00.  

Every afternoon, I would leave and go home to our family home in East Memphis. 

During the early spring of 1968, the sanitation workers were not happy with their 

work environment and all in Memphis knew that something had to change.  Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. scheduled a protest in Memphis in early April.  I was working 

2 miles from the Lorraine Hotel, when one of my black co-workers came running up 

to me and said, “Barbara, you need to go home now”.  “Don’t wait”.  I asked him 

why and he said “Dr. King has been shot.  Go home now”.  He was protecting me.  

Again we were a family. The next few months in Memphis were very tense and it 

looked like our wedding was not going to happen.  But a miracle happened.  The 

entire city of Memphis came together in true Christian spirit and rallied around.  By 

June, the atmosphere was different.  It was an atmosphere of hurt, but determination 

to make a change for the good.   

That’s what our bodies do and that is what a church body does.   The church 

may feel hurt and alienation, but it continues to work together. . .. 

That is what Paul is trying to impress on the Corinthians. That is what we each 

must do.  Think what our gifts are that God has given us and then think where our 

gifts can be used to the betterment of the church.  Paul wrote that “ if one suffers, we 

all suffer.”   “If one of us in honored, we’re all honored.” It’s just as if the stomach 

gets upset, the whole body feels it.  If a finger gets broken, the whole body 

experiences pain and weakness.  

The church, the body of Christ, offers three basic things:  

1) A connection and encounter with God, God in our lives;  

2) A belonging; a community where I’m known and accepted and where I serve 

something bigger than myself; and  

3) Support to grow as a person, for my character to strengthen.  These three 

give our lives meaning and purpose.  



Now the church is not the only place where these things my happen, but it’s 

really the heart and value of Christian community.  That’s why many people dedicate 

their lives to building Christian community, and it’s why Paul put so much of himself 

into the gathering of Christians at Corinth, that it might be a place of encounter with 

God and good news, a community focused on human transformation. 

 Dr. King said, “In a real sense all life is interrelated.  All men and women are caught in 

an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny.  Whatever affects one 

directly, affects all indirectly... I can never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought to be, 

and you can never be what you ought to be until I am what I ought to be… This is the interrelated 

structure of reality.”   

Dr. King is saying in the body of Christ, all of us and the gifts that we bring to 

the church are indeed interrelated.  We cannot succeed in our mission of making 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, unless we are working 

together, truly valuing and depending on the gifts that each disciple offers for the 

good of the whole. 

God is love, his inner life a community of love, and it’s what we’re entering, 

what we’re becoming.  It’s our future. Today’s reading ends with Paul urging the 

Corinthians to seek the best gift and the best gift is love.  

Heavenly Father, we thank you for all you have given us; the shining sun 

on the beautiful snow, the love of family and friends and most of all your gift of 

unconditional love.  As we journey this day and every day, we are reminded 

that each of us is one in you, Lord.  We are all your children and each are 

unique just as you designed us to be.  We are so grateful for you and we 

continue to share your love with others.  It is in your Son’s name, Amen. 

Your sister in Christ, Barbara Hill 
 
 
 
 


