
Friday Church Epistle  
February 19, 2021  
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For me, Lent is a time to reroute and reset my life.  The imposition of ashes has always been 
a powerful nonverbal way for me to hear and feel the call of repentance and reconciliation.   This 
year we all have had to reset our tradition of Ash Wednesday and Rev. Dawn organized the Flames 
to Ashes outdoor service allowing us to give our hurts and pain over to God by letting go of them 
and burning them.  Now we can spend the next 40 days in quiet solitude with our Lord with a clean 
heart ready to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

I don’t need to remind you that this past year has felt like a continuous Lent for many 
people including myself. We have had to adjust our expectations, decline well-intentioned 
invitations, make do with what is in the refrigerator, and abandon our preferred routines. Our lives 
have been rerouted like the navigation system in our cars. Each day we have a plan, but along the 
way we choose a different path that may not be the course God intended because of something 
going on in our lives, something we care about, or something beyond our control.   We have to be 
willing to follow the path God intended and trust what God is telling us as He reroute us.  

There is so much to digest in the Book of Genesis.  The book is filled with stories about 
change/ rebooting/resetting starting with Adam and Eve all the way to Noah, which is our reading 
for this week. February 18 message in The Upper Room Disciplines 2021 talks about Noah’s family 
being “quartered-quarant ined-with the ir  c loses t  r e lat ives  and al l  the  animals  they  could 
gather…”(p.69).  Hummm, sounds familiar doesn’t it?   

As I mentioned, we all have been rerouted and have had to make decisions that have 
affected our families, our friends and our jobs.  My story is not any more unique than yours.  We 
are followers of Christ and when we make that commitment to be a follower of Christ, we leave 
behind the past and are open to the future.  Even during this time of “quarantine in our quarters” 
we must continue to be open to what God is telling us to do by speaking to him, letting him be our 
guide and trust in his word. He will not steer us wrong.   

As we strive to embrace our “continuous Lent,” I invite you to be more intentional in 
looking for opportunities to live out you promises to God and to make a difference in the world. 
Our good works should reflect the energy that we will bring to the difficulties and challenges of our 
current age. Perhaps you should learn how to host a Zoom meeting, or lead a virtual bible study, or 
a virtual knitting or sewing class and draw more people from the community into our world.  There 
are many outside of our bubble, that need us and we must be open to rerouting our lives and meet 
their needs.  This church is blessed with many opportunities to reach others.  Yes, previous 
programs look different today, but are meeting needs though bible studies, youth activities, music 
programs and others. Divorce Care, continues to be open to those going through a separation or 



are divorced.  Even though we are meeting via a computer screen, we haven’t stopped the healing 
of lives.  Yes, life looks and feels different and when all are vaccinated and we feel more 
comfortable out in public again, our world will continue to look and act differently.  Rerouting our 
life does change us in the way we work and the way we interact with others. How will we act and 
react to others in the community when life gets back to a new normal?  Will we continue to be 
distant or hesitant to interact with others? Will we ever be comfortable shaking someone’s hand or 
giving them a hug rather bump elbows or tap feet? Those actions do not and never will replace my 
need for a warm handshake or a hug.  

Our daughter, who teaches middle school age students, says that her age group is so use to 
the computer screen that when they go to the Library, they want to get onto a computer rather 
than walk down the aisles and browse books on the shelves.  When they have turned off the 
computer waiting for the bell to ring, they don’t know what to do and some start to get very 
anxious.   These students are not comfortable picking up a pencil and doodling or reading a book. 
Their whole world is electronic and it is stressful for them to be rerouted.  There is a ministry there 
to help young people today enjoy life without a computer or phone.  

God is calling us to search and help those in need, so continue to pray and ask God for 
guidance within your life.  Remember, you may be asked to change a habit in your life, but I can 
assure you, God will not let you down. 

Loving God, in your wisdom you have surrounded us with gifted people.  Help us to 
recognize, affirm, and give thanks for every gift you have placed among us.  Teach us how 
to work together for the common good.  Show us how to flow into the places where our 
gifts are needed and when to ask for help from others.  In your Son’s name, we pray. Amen 

	

 


