
Wednesday Church Epistle  
February 17, 2021  

 
Reflection 
By Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
  

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth 

could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to 

Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud 

there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one 

with them any more, but only Jesus. (Mark 9:2-9) 

 

Transfiguration Day and Valentine’s Day, a very interesting confluence of our Christian traditions, 

one celebrated annually in church, one observed culturally in different ways in different places.  The 

transfiguration of Jesus was a significant confirmation to Peter, James, and John as they witnessed a 

miraculous transcendence of the veil between our earthly existence and the heavenly sphere.  For a 

second time in Mark, God speaks plainly, declaring that Jesus “is my Son, the Beloved,” and adding 

“listen to him.”  In our day and time, we need this reminder – “listen to him.”  Jesus’ passion for 

the poor, the marginalized, the dispossessed, the immigrant, the sick, the outcast should be our 

passion. 

 

One for whom this passion and direction was very real, one who truly listened to Jesus was Saint 

Valentine.  Saint Valentine lived in the third century and ministered throughout Rome and Italy to 

persecuted and tortured Christians.  Over time, St. Valentine has become the patron saint of 

courtly love, fidelity in marriage, the weak and faint of heart, those with epilepsy and debilitating 

diseases – clarifying that such afflictions are not demonic or the result of sin – plague victims, and, 

oddly, beekeepers. St. Valentine is remembered as a champion for the poor, for the ill and afflicted, 

for those ostracized by society.  St. Valentine is a wonderful example of one who listens to Jesus 

and understands that God is love. 



 

Transfiguration Day and Valentine’s Day – truly is a day of love in all its God-given and powerful 

forms.  Eros that leads to fidelity in loving partnership. Filia that builds community by treating 

everyone as a beloved sibling. Agape that explodes divisions and prejudices with unconditional love 

extending the grace and forgiveness of God to all.  So, beyond cards and chocolates and flowers 

and intimate expressions, celebrate the greatness, the fullness, the dynamism of God’s love, and as 

a follower of Jesus, “listen to him,” and find ways to BE love for others that you meet. 

 

Wondrous God who is Love, fill us to overflowing.  Let us spread the great news that you 

are Love, and help us in everything we think, everything we say, and everything we do to 

be a witness to your Love.  With deep thanksgiving and gratitude, Amen. 

 


