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“Friends, we are blessed to hike with the risen Christ. His mortal life was more 

than just a history lesson for us, it is an example to follow. Jesus lived in the daily 

grind of his age, and he took time for regular spiritual pursuits, like prayer in the 

wilderness and study in the Temple. This year you are invited to join Jesus on a hike 

through your own life. Together we can support each other in growing closer to 

Christ.” i 

If you recognize this sermon’s opening paragraph, either you have phenomenal 

memory or you are a regular reader of our Dailey Church Epistle. That paragraph 

came of page 3 of my Transfiguration Sunday 2020 sermon, Hiking the Mountain. Last 

year, that paragraph was the transition from telling the story of Jesus being revealed as 

the Christ to Peter, James, and John more fully in the first section, and to the question 

every sermon tries to answer, “So what?” 

This year it seems to me as if we never made it out of Lent since the COVID-

19 Safer At Home executive order was issued by Gov. Tony Evers on Friday the 13th 

of March 2020. Rereading a Daily Church Epistles written late in the evening on 

March 12th, none of us knew I would need to cancel sanctuary worship with less than 

48 hours’ notice. We had no plan for COVID’s intrusion in our lives. We had no idea 

what was ahead. In the Monday, March 14th, Daily Church Epistle, I thought we could 

even plan on having communion with full liturgy and kneeling at our communion rails 

on Thursday of Holy Week.  

Those plans never happened. Instead, we were Spirit led as we learned how to 

worship apart using means keep us together. Perhaps you worshipped by surface mail, 

by email, by podcast, or by Zoom. In the annual statistical counting now being done, 
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both our worship attendance and our giving were up in 2020 over the same measures 

in 2019. The metrics say that as a church we are growing in our faith together. 

In our long COVID Lent, we focused on growing closer to Christ as a 

monastic church, seizing social isolation as the opportunity to grow spiritually through 

our shared prayer life and our shared Bible reading.  

Now we seem to shine, a reflection of Jesus in that moment when Peter, James, 

and John saw with their own eyes that he was in fact the Christ.  

We do not need another Transfiguration sermon this year. What we need now 

is encouragement to continue our hike with Christ until that great day when the masks 

we now wear as a sign of our love for our neighbors are just fading pictures and 

samples set aside in history museums to show the babies born since March of 2020.  

Since March 13, 2020, we have kept being a church that prays and a church that 

supports each other. We have fed the hungry of Hudson every week on our 

Wednesday bread give-away. We have sewn hundreds of masks for our neighbors in 

Hudson. We produce not just a single worship service done twice in the sanctuary 

every Sunday, but services delivered by both mail and the internet to those who must 

stay home. We now send a thought provoking and spirit encouraging weekday epistle. 

We have added small groups and not lost a single existing small group. We still visit 

and send cards. We have seen answered prayer for many serious illnesses, including 

COVID but more than just COVID. We still deliver meals to families facing health 

related hard times. We still make prayer shawls. 

This coming week, our Youth Bake Off will transform into our Curb Side 

Youth Bake Sale as they raise funds for their next summer mission trip. Our Ash 

Wednesday Service will be at the cross of our outdoor chapel with worshippers in car 

seats rather than pews. This Ash Wednesday will be the last annual event adapted for 

the first time because of COVID. Who knows, maybe Flames to Ashes will be our 

new tradition that our five little ones who missed play time in our church nursery this 

year will some day think “My church has always done this.”  

This year has changed us. While we still dream of an Easter filled sanctuary 

zestfully singing “Christ the Lord is risen today!”ii the fact is that this year we will 

zestfully sing “Christ the Lord is risen today!” either in our living rooms or in our 

church parking lot. There will be another Easter parade, maybe this year it won’t 

snow! More youth fund raisers will come with curbside meals to go, even when our 

Fellowship Hall is finally able to reopen again. Our podcast sanctuary worship will not 

go away, too many of our shut-ins and traveling retirees are so much better connected 
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with us thanks to this new technological gift. We will not take our visitation ministry 

for granted, and perhaps we can even revive an idea from past leaders and begin 

organized “Sinners Dinners” in our yards, both at church and at home, this summer.  

So, what do we make of our experience in this COVID long Lent and our 

dreams as it fades away, like a polar vortex retreating above the Arctic Circle? How 

about finding our vision for leaving this Lent with these words from Paul?  

“Remember, our Message is not about ourselves; we’re proclaiming Jesus 

Christ, the Master. All we are is messengers, errand runners from Jesus for you. 

It started when God said, ‘Light up the darkness!’ and our lives filled up with 

light as we saw and understood God in the face of Christ, all bright and 

beautiful.” (2 Corinthians 4:5,6 The Message iii) 

Friends, in this year as we experienced Christ hiking with us, we have grown in 

our faith. Paul thought that the light in our lives was like light in a clay jar (1 

Corinthians 4:7)—literally a light to be placed outdoors where it is sheltered from the 

wind by a special clay jar as so it can guide other travelers. You could think of it as a 

carved pumpkin lit for Halloween. Or perhaps as that small night light in your house 

that does not get turned off when you go to bed. We keep a nightlight in our kitchen. 

When we go out planning to return after sunset, we leave that light turned on to shine 

and guide us when we come home from the dark outside.    

As we keep on hiking with Christ, let us think about how we live so that our 

lives shine for a world that needs the hope we have found hiking with Jesus. May we 

be beams of His light for a world deeply in need of both hope and encouragement. 

May we inspire each other to live as Peter, James, and John lived after they first saw 

that Jesus is the Christ.  

 

For that one moment, ‘in and out of  time’, 

On that one mountain where all moments meet, 

The daily veil that covers the sublime 

In darkling glass fell dazzled at his feet. 

There were no angels full of  eyes and wings 

Just living glory full of  truth and grace. 

The Love that dances at the heart of  things 
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Shone out upon us from a human face 

And to that light the light in us leaped up, 

We felt it quicken somewhere deep within, 

A sudden blaze of  long-extinguished hope 

Trembled and tingled through the tender skin. 

Nor can this this blackened sky, this darkened scar 

Eclipse that glimpse of  how things really are.iv 

 

Our Guided Prayer for This Week  

Inspired by a prayer composed by Rev. Dr. Ruth C. Duckv 

Creator God and Glorious Christ,  

Thank you for making yourself  known to us, for guiding our lives with the shine of  your life. 

We are thankful that Peter, James, and John told the story of  that first day when they saw you 

shine in your full glory. We thank you that because of  your resurrection and the outpouring of  

your Spirit in our living, that others can catch a glimpse of  you shining in our lives, like lamps 

in the night safely shining out of  protective clay jars.  

Christ, we yearn for clear signs of  your presence in our lives. We want to shine with faith as 

you lead us daily through our lifetime. Help us trust completely that when we do not know 

what our future holds we are certain that you hold our future.  

We pray for each other . . . 

. . . for those who are nearing eternal life freed from the burden of  a failing body. (Breath 

prayer time.) 

. . . for those who are facing struggles with their health, both physical health and mental health. 

(Breath prayer time.) 

. . . for those whose work makes our shared life better. We pray especially for those whose life 

work is in health care, education, and government. (Breath prayer time.) 

. . . for our neighbors, both old and new. (Breath prayer time.) 

. . . we pray for the children and youth, asking you to make our lives be a light that shines for 

them.  
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We pray this all, as Christians who walk with you; the risen Christ.  

Hear us as together we pray the prayer you taught us to pray,  

“Our Father . . ..”  

i “Hiking the Mountain,” D.J. Ramstad, 23 February 2020. Available on-line through umchudson.org. We were 
not yet doing sanctuary worship podcasts in February 2020, so it is not available for viewing on YouTube. 
 
ii Charles Wesley, 1739. #302 The United Methodist Hymnal, The United Methodist Publishing House, Nashville, 
1989. 
 
iii https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4%3A+5%2C6&version=MSG 

 
iv Malcolm Guite, “A Sonnet for the Feast of Transfiguration” 
https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2012/08/04/a-sonnet-for-the-feast-of-the-transfiguration/. Accessed on 
2/17/2020 
 
v Page 50, “Transfiguration.” Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi, eds. The 
Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, 1990.    
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