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 There are many reasons which may lead us to submit our inherited 
beliefs to the retesting of science and of philosophy.  But the most common is 
the discovery of apparently conflicting beliefs, between which we must choose.  
Sometimes the realization comes to us from without, through contact with 
those who question the beliefs which we hold; sometimes it comes from 
within, through some conflict within ourselves.  We find that there are other 
standards of conduct besides those of our parents, other ways of thinking 
besides those of our teachers, other ways of worshiping besides that of our 
minister.  The authorities that claim our allegiance do not agree, and the time 
comes when we must take sides. However the realization comes, it is a 
sobering, sometimes a dismaying experience. 
 

 Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).  He didn’t say any particular ethic, doctrine, 
or religion was the way, the truth, and the life.  He said that He was.  He didn’t 
say that it was by believing or doing anything in particular that you could 
“come to the Father.”  He said that it was only by Him – by living, participating 
in, being caught up by the way of life He embodied, that was His way. 
 

 A Christian is one who is on Christ’s way, though not necessarily very 
far along it - to walk in His steps as best we can.  What would happen if we 
focused upon Jesus at the center of our lives? 
 

1. We would be more tolerant and less rigid.  To know Jesus and to follow 
Jesus is to discover his model of openness, hospitality and grace.  Too 
much of what passes for “Christianity” today is rigid, judgmental, and 
harsh.  If we place Jesus at the center we will be a more open church. 

2. We would have a more vital message to share.  People in our culture 
aren't looking for the church to be another self-help kind of 
organization, or even a civic club that does good things.  They are 
looking for meaning, purpose, focus for their lives.  Only Jesus provides 
a powerful message which is worth sharing with others.  To share Jesus 
is to put ourselves into the background and to bring forward a message 
that matters. 



3. We would be re-energized in our missions and compassion ministry.  I 
notice that many churches and pastors today are getting “compassion 
fatigue” which comes from trying to do it all on our own.  To put Jesus 
in the center allows us to be empowered by his Spirit and strength, 
rather than running out of energy by using only our own strength. 

4. We would clarify our worship.  Worship is not about us, and when we 
make it about us we lose power.  Too much worship today is about 
performance and preference.  Placing Jesus at the center reminds us of 
our reason to worship, to confess, to praise, and to go forth to serve. 

5. We would streamline our practices and polity.  Rather than having lots 
of meetings like any other organization, we would keep loving, learning, 
deciding, and doing those things that really matter.  How do we know 
what really matters?  We focus upon the things that mattered to Jesus. 

 

Perhaps putting Jesus at the center sounds too simplistic.  In reality it is a life-
long pursuit and a growing-in-grace process.  My personal prayer: “Lord help 
me to put Jesus at the center of my life, Jesus at the center of our church, and 
Jesus at the center of it all.”  I hope it will become your prayer as well. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev. Tony+ 


