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Last Sunday, Rev. Dawn talked about the Lord’s call in our lives.  I loved the term 

“draftee” she used in her message.  

The fishermen in Luke’s gospel were examples of how God calls each of us to 

follow Him and fish for people. 

In Adam Hamilton’s book entitled Simon Peter: Flawed But Faithful Disciple, he 

uses a term called reluctant obedience.  Personally, I can relate to that term, 

reluctant obedience.  Often, I have been reluctant and questioning when the Lord 

taps me on the shoulder.  I am not alone and perhaps you have also been reluctant. . 

Adam shares a story that happened to him.  He had worked 60 hours and was heading 

home and received a call that a parishioner was dying and the family wanted him to 

come right away. His first thought was , “I have an entire pastoral care team. Could I 

send one of them?” But Adam felt a nudge as if Jesus was saying to him that he was 

the one that was to go to the dying woman.  Reluctantly almost begrudgingly Adam 

“….prayed Simon Peter’s words : Because you say so ,  I ’ l l  drop the nets .”  He spent 

an hour with the dying woman and her husband in their home.  He was deeply moved 

by the conversation, one that was comforting and hopeful and left the couple feeling 

filled with gratitude and joy.   (page 35) 

How many times have we been caught up in that reluctant hesitation?  That 

pause when asked by God to do something especially when we are tired, hungry, or 

overwhelmed?   

If you have seen the movie The Blind Side, the whole story is based on a single 

act of kindness which blossoms into a relationship that changes a young man’s life 

and the whole family’s life forever. That tap on the shoulder and the nudge that 



compelled Leigh Ann Touhy to get out of the car in the rain and walk over to Michal 

and invite him to their home. That gentle nudge from God does miracles to those in 

need. 

There another story in the book about a man named Jason who put his love of 

cars and repairing them to help those in need.  With a gentle nudging from the Lord, 

Jason started a ministry to help people with limited finances repair their cars when 

otherwise they could not afford it.  This included single moms, struggling families, 

and a host of others. He purchased a car repair shop that serves as a regular business 

during the day and in the evenings a place for volunteers to come and repair cars.       

( page 33) 

Are there examples or stories that you can think of?  Perhaps you have 

experienced a traumatic event in your life such as a death, divorce or addiction and 

you have a chance to attend a support group to help you through your struggles, but 

you just aren’t sure. Don’t let reluctant obedience prohibit you from attending a 

program like GriefShare,  DivorceCare or AA.  God does not want you to suffer. He 

needs you to be his hands and his feet and make disciples of those who are lost. 

 Personally, I have to make sure that I don’t become a reluctant disciple.  I have 

to be willing to follow in Jesus’ footsteps when I am asked. . It could be a gentle 

nudge, a whisper or a word of encouragement from a friend, but I have to be open to 

God’s direction and be willing to change my plans and not look back. 

There’s a little prayer that I would like each of you to pray each day as you 

discern God’s call:  Here I am Lord.  Everything I have is yours. Send me on 

your mission today.  Help me fish for people.   Amen 
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