
Hudson Church Epistle 
Monday, January 25, 2021 
 

Hello Church!  

 For all of you who attended any of our live services on Sunday morning, 24 January 2021, 

thank you for your prayers for my eyes. I went home and rested them fully yesterday afternoon. 

This morning they are back to normal. If you haven’t heard I am hoping and praying that my 

cataracts have ripened enough that I can take a week for eye surgery this summer. It seems silly 

sometimes to ask for prayer for an aging body issue, but when its impact crops up and impacts our 

worship it is a good thing to serve a praying church! And not just for my aging eyes but for all our 

ministry together.  

 We have a new need for prayer that needs to be added to your ongoing prayer list, daily 

would be most excellent. This is the opportunity to plan for our fall activities and worship 

beginning now at the end of January. While the pandemic was virtually unknown to us a year ago, 

we now have good science from multiple sources telling us that we should plan on “returning to 

something near normal.” (Drs. Anthony Fauci and Michael Osterholm on several news shows I 

watched) This is my primary focus for the remainder of this winter and all spring. My two primary 

tasks will be leading weekly worship and planning for our foreseeable future in 2021. 

 Just as the Worship Team works with me to lead worship, there is a small group of our lay 

leaders who are joining me in a continuing education process of study and coaching, Ready To 

Launch (R2L) led by Rev. Cathy Townley. We found R2L on the recommendation of our District 

Superintendent, Rev. Barb Certa-Warner, whose husband Rev. Joel Warner is the pastor at Faith 

United Methodist Church in Superior. Rev. Joel has been consulting with R2L with good results. 

Therefore, DS Barb has organized a coaching cohort of R2L churches mostly among younger 

pastors with smaller churches than we are. In our coaching, we are partnered with St. Andrews 

UMC in Indiana, a church more like us than any other church in our district.  

R2L is a blessing for now as the pandemic’s impact declines and all the way through 2028, 

my mandatory retirement year. The other district pastors in the smaller worship attendance 

churches are the primary pool for my successor when my retirement arrives. What a blessing to 

have my successor be trained in the same way our church is trained for effective ministry. We can 

fund this coaching completely out of my continuing education budget for 2021, and for this we are 

grateful. 

 Right now, we who are in R2L need your prayer support as we work through the first unit 

together. We will be considering how to reopen weekly worship as outreach in our sanctuary, how 

to continue our newly established on-line ministry to homebound folk, and how to launch a new 

ministry focused on households headed by people in their 20’s, 30’s, and 40’s—essentially the new 

homeowners that are now our neighbors here in Hudson and North Hudson.  

 Things you can pray about specifically include:  



 Wisdom for the team in study right now that we will know what to do with the guidance 

Cathy Townley is giving us. She is the expert in church renewal, we are the experts of our 

community. 

 The Lord’s assistance in balancing my responsibilities for pastoral care with both weekly 

worship and this major planning effort in the potential 72 working hours available every 

week. While I usually work only 48 of those 72 hours, for six days a week my days can begin 

as early as 8 a.m. and end as late as 9 p.m. Therefore, to make time to plan the future, I need 

the Lord to take care of all y’all as well as the assistance of our Lay Pastoral Care Team in 

caring for each other.  

 How can we effectively invite our new neighbors to know Christ through our church? Now 

there is a future Epistle, but for right now please join the R2L team as we pray.  

This morning, John and I read Deuteronomy 8:15-20 because it is the reading for today in 

our Upper Room Disciplines 2021. What grabbed me was that this is a word from Moses to the 

people about their future leaders. Someone took time to record this sermon and others have 

preserved it. Moses was inspired by the Lord to give us some direction about working with the 

prophet God will raise up for every generation.  

For almost a year now, I have written regularly about using lectio divina as you read the Bible. 

Allowing the Spirit to speak to us through Scripture is always important but especially so in 

times of transition. We are blessed right now to know the pandemic is moving to resolution 

and we can see how we may or may not need to proceed. I am grateful that I am not the only 

person carrying this load of prophetic work. It seems to me that I need to listen to the other 

team members and you as prophets who will help us find the future our Lord has planned for 

us in September 2021 and beyond.  

Thank you again for supporting our ministry first with your prayers. 

 May grace abound!  

 Rev. Dawn 

 


