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 Today our two Bible readings have two things in common: both passages 

include fish, and both are about the Lord’s call in our lives. In the Old Testament 

reading we have Jonah, a person whose call story included being swallowed by a big 

fish and spit out on a beach. In the other we have four commercial fishermen—

Simon, Andrew, James, and John—to whom Jesus called out, “Follow me and I will 

make you fish for people.”  

 While reviewing for this sermon on Monday afternoon, I was surprised to read 

every scholar comment that the best English translation of what Jesus said is, “I will 

help you fish for people,” and that no fish wants to be caught. I have no explanation 

why the thought that no fish wants to be caught had never captured my imagination 

before; but it has.  

This idea that no fish wants to be caught was on my mind as John and I 

watched an episode of MASH on Me TV in the early evening. “Period of 

Adjustment”1 is the first episode of MASH without Radar O’Reilly, who was 

honorably and suddenly discharged due to family hardship. As the new company 

clerk, Max Klinger’s normal new job difficulties were made much harder by the fact 

that Radar had done the same job well and was deeply loved by the entire unit. Early 

in the episode, after Klinger delivered letters to the doctors in their tent. B. J. 

Hunnicutt read his wife’s letter about her his wife’s visit with Radar at the airport 

aloud. B. J’s expression went from delight to depression in a split second when he 

read his toddler daughter had called Radar “Daddy.”  

Watching that particular episode, it suddenly struck me that both Klinger and 

Hunnicutt were draftees. Neither were serving in a mobile army surgical hospital 

                                           
1 Season 8, Episode 3 
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because they wanted to be there; both serving because their draft boards sent them 

into service. Both wanted to go home. Just as Max Klinger nor B.J. Hunnicutt had a 

choice about serving in Korea, Jonah had no choice about going to Nineveh.  

In Jonah’s story we read how the Lord called him into service, the same way all 

draftees are drafted. Jonah was told to go to Nineveh just as a recent high school 

graduate from Toledo and a young doctor with a wife and baby were told to go to 

Korea. That seems a harsh message, doesn’t it? But the Lord does not just say “Go.” 

In fact, unlike any draft board, our Lord goes with us on our mission.  

Jonah struggled with his mission as much as Klinger and Hunnicutt struggled 

with their mission. You can read Jonah’s story easily in a sitting, the full Old 

Testament book of Jonah is just chapters long, three or four pages. In it, “the word of 

the Lord came to Jonah” that he should go to Nineveh and cry out for that great city 

to repent from its wickedness. (Jonah 1:1,2)  

The rub is that Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh. Jonah wanted the 

Ninevites to be destroyed for their evil ways. Rather than do what the Lord told him 

to do, Jonah went AWOL. He sailed off on a ship in another direction, was caught in 

a huge storm at sea, and was thrown overboard by the crew to appease the god of the 

sea. It helps to know that the crew most likely were pantheists, with many gods like 

the Greeks and Romans, not monotheists. As they believed, human sacrifice by one 

was demanded to appease the god of the sea, not the Lord as Jonah knew God and as 

we know God. Everyone on board cast lots, gambling with their lives, to determine 

who must be thrown overboard. The lot fell to Jonah, whom God saved from 

drowning by having him miraculously and famously swallowed by a large fish.  

In the belly of the fish, Jonah prayed. Here is a bit of his prayer:  

“I called out to the Lord in my distress, and he answered me. 
        From the belly of the underworld I cried out for help; 
        you have heard my voice. . .. 
 
When my endurance was weakening, 
        I remembered the Lord, 
        and my prayer came to you, 
            to your holy temple. . .. 
But me, I will offer a sacrifice to you with a voice of thanks. 
        That which I have promised, I will pay. 
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            Deliverance belongs to the Lord!”2  
 

 From the belly of a whale, Jonah cried out like a draftee sent to war. After the 

fish Jonah out on a beach, Jonah went to Nineveh, proclaimed the Lord’s message, 

inspired the people to repent, and God redeemed everyone—both Jonah and the 

Ninevites.  

Jonah was drafted by the Lord, and like Klinger and Hunnicutt served to others 

blessings. But is that also true about Simon, Andrew, James, and John?  

Reading Mark’s gospel, and it seems as if Jesus doesn’t even stop walking when 

he called out “Follow me” to these young fishermen. Those same commentaries I 

read that pointed out no fish wants to be caught, all imagined James and John’s father, 

Zebedee, standing there surrounded by nets and employees watching his sons drop 

everything and follow Jesus. These four first disciples of Christ seem to be draftees 

who wanted to be enlisted or fish that want to be caught. They dropped everything 

and followed Jesus.  

Because they accepted Christ as their Lord, we remember Simon, Andrew, 

James, and John. Simon was renamed Peter by Jesus and became the head of the 

church. Andrew had the insight to help Jesus find the food used to feed the 5000. 

With Peter and Andrew, James helped establish the Church as Jerusalem was 

crumbling. Those three disciples were among the first martyrs of the church, all dying 

about the time Mark wrote his gospel. John was the youngest of the disciples, the only 

one to die a good death as an old man. Sent into exile, John left us both his eye 

witness account of accepting his call to go with Jesus and a vision for Christ coming 

again.  

Reading Matthew and Luke’s gospels, it seems Jesus call to these four men and 

the other eight who joined them came out of an ongoing relationship in their fishing 

village. Many pastors have preached that sermon, including me. Often we preach 

those stories as a call for others to join us as in full time service to Christ.   

But the way Mark tells of the Lord calling the first disciples, it seems we are 

drafted like Jonah out of our ordinary lives into working for what we pray for— “your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” (the Lord’s Prayer as 

we pray it together in our church, also Matthew 6:10) If we are drafted, it is because 

                                           
2 The full prayer is found in Jonah 2: 2-9. This is translation is the Common English 
Bible. 
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we are already believers in the Lord’s way, citizens of heaven residing here on earth. If 

we are drafted, it is because we already call Jesus, both Christ and Lord. If we are 

drafted, it is because we are already in the net with other fish. If we are drafted, it is 

because the Lord will see us safely out of the net and into the world to redeem the 

world from its sin.  

Amen. 


