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Hello Church!  

 A special hello to John Wright if he has time to read this at all. For those of you who do not 

know John well, he is both a member of our Sound Team and serves as a sergeant in the National 

Guard. Yesterday I learned that John has been deployed. I am praying often for John, and I hope 

you will join me.  

 We are also keeping our other active military members and constituents in our prayers as 

well, especially Adam Deal, a Captain in the Army National Guards. Adam’s current duty 

assignment is unknown to me, but I do know Adam will go where our current global turmoil needs 

peacekeepers. If you want to get a note off to Adam, best to send it to his mom & dad, Gary & 

Vicki, to forward on to Adam.   

 Praying for our military this week has me extremely irritated with journalism that is either far 

left or far right. How about you? Because I was checking the Sunday news shows on YouTube 

yesterday afternoon, this morning YouTube algorithms let me see the craziness continues. 

 Therefore, as I planned my writing for the week, I thought of the deeper dive I can take into 

Scripture in my two DCEs. Today I invite you to read the entire psalm for the week, Psalm 62, in 

your favorite Bible. If you are also reading the Upper Room Disciplines for 2021, we are beginning 

at verse 5. But today, as I looked up the psalm, I was drawn into verses 1 to 4:  

Only in God do I find rest; 

    my salvation comes from him. 

Only God is my rock and my salvation— 

    my stronghold!—I won’t be shaken anymore. 

 

How long will all of you attack others; 

    how long will you tear them down 

    as if they were leaning walls or broken-down fences? 

The only desire of this people 

    is to bring others down low; 

    they delight in deception. 

With their mouths they bless, 



    but inside they are cursing. (Psalm 62:1-4) 

 

 This is a psalm of David. My Wesley Study Bible editors have captioned it “Assurance of God’s 

Protection,” a theme present in verses 5 through 12 that we will read and discuss in our Zoom 

prayer services this week; 7 on Wednesday and 9:30 on Sunday.  

 What resonates with me in this section beyond the lectionary’s specifications is David’s 

opening, “Only in God.” As I think about what unites us, ultimately it comes down to the fact that 

we are all praying to God who made us all. This is especially true for all of us who call ourselves 

Christians. Our American political identity must be second to our primary identity of being a 

Christian as we face these uncertain days, hours, and minutes.  

 But if we find verses 1 and 2 comforting, what are we to do with verses 3 and 4? First, I am 

grateful that they are not part of the lectionary because “the forces of wickedness” we reject as we 

renew our baptismal vows can easily use these two verses to lead a preacher to justify her political 

position as God’s position—both right and left according to YouTube algorithms. Today in 

addition to my sewing vlog subscriptions, they even brought me a QAnon alternative site with fake 

news in the banner! I reported it as misleading immediately. 

 I never want to preach based on where evil is attempting to lead me. I want to preach and 

write in ways that help you and I grow closer to our Lord, who is ever present with everyone no 

matter how other humans would categorize them. So today as I pray for John and Adam and the 

other Guard members, I also pray for you and me safe here in Hudson that we stay with the Lord 

and not be drawn into division by the forces of evil around us, especially misleading journalism. 

 Thank you for your prayers that support my preaching ministry.  If nothing else, I hope 

today’s message helps you know you are not alone in feeling the stress of staying informed about 

our current events. 

May the love of God, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit supersede all that the forces of evil will attempt to use to divide us.  

 

The peace of our Lord be yours today,  

Rev. Dawn 

 

 

 


