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 Where do you find yourself right now as you begin reading this sermon? Are 

you comfortable? Are you safe? Are you at peace in your life? Is something troubling 

you? 

 Where is the Lord as you begin reading this sermon? There are So many ways 

of answering that question. According to David in Psalm 139, no matter where you 

are, the Lord is also there—light or dark, riding the wings of dawn or standing on the 

farthest side of the ocean, up in heaven or down to the grave—the Lord is there.  

But what does David mean when he called our creator “Lord?” 

 “Lord” is such a European medieval term, Americans think immediately of 

castles in British dramas such as either Downton Abby or Outlander. Applied to another 

human, a lord is a man who carries the primary responsibility for the well-being all 

those living on his estate. It is a closed circle of care; the lord takes care of the people 

and the people in their various roles take care of the lord.  

 Likewise, when we Christians use the word “Lord” to name either our Creator 

or our Christ, we link ourselves to the idea of our Lord caring for us as we care for 

our Lord. For Samuel that was serving in the Tabernacle under the supervision of the 

old priest, Eli. For the psalmist David his idea of the Lord caring for him as he cared 

for the Lord could have come while he was tending sheep, leading troops, or 

governing a nation. For Samuel, Eli, and David, God was Lord.  

 The call story in 1 Samuel 3 is beloved in youth ministry simply because Samuel 

was a youth when he heard God’s voice and replied, “Speak Lord, your servant is 

listening.” (1 Samuel 3:9,10) To better understand that highly detailed report of 

Samuel’s call, in 1 Samuel 1 we can read about Samuel’s birth as a miraculous answer 

to his mother’s prayer. In 1 Samuel 2 we can read of Eli’s sons abusing their privileges 
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as priests. At the end of 1 Samuel 2, Samuel is serving with Eli, an elderly priest who 

understood profound change was on their horizon. Like the stories of angels, 

shepherds, and magi set up that Jesus is the Christ in his biographies we call Good 

News, these two chapters tell only the most important points that we as readers need 

to know about Samuel.1 First, he was the answer to his mother’s prayer. Second, he 

represented a much-needed new beginning for both Eli and the people of Israel. As 

the Bible says, “the Lord did not say much in those times.” (1 Samuel 3:1)  

 Depending on how you experience the times we are in as you are reading this 

sermon, it is possible that you may not hear the Lord speaking much. Or you may not 

like what you are hearing. Or you may be finding great comfort in this idea of the 

Lord caring for you no matter where you are and what is going on.  

The questions at the beginning of the sermon, how did you answer them? 

Perhaps you said something like, “I am in my family room, safe from both weather 

and protests, although I am not completely certain I am safe from COVID-19, but I 

do my best. I am troubled by the health concerns of a special person in my life.” My 

hunch is that is generally close to the most common answer of my known readers and 

listeners. But there is much room for variation. One person may feel unsafe today 

because of domestic violence, and ashamed of being a victim or afraid to get help. 

Another person may be reading this on our website months after Joe Biden was 

sworn in as President of the United States because it popped up in a Google search.  

 That is one rub of preaching in this pandemic. In the old days, we preachers 

knew exactly who our listeners were and where they were because they were gathered 

in the sanctuary to listen on a single Sunday morning, just as Samuel was sleeping in 

the Tabernacle ready to assist Eli at a moment’s notice. But those are not the times we 

live in. Now as I preach the sermon is written to be mailed, then preached aloud to be 

recorded for a Sunday podcast, is then preached aloud to two small, gathered 

congregations on Sunday morning, and is finally broadcast on local cable access the 

following Wednesday and Thursday. The sermon will remain both on our church web 

page in print and on YouTube in video indefinitely. I have absolutely no idea who will 

hear it or when it will be heard. So, what word from the Lord should I bring you 

today? 

                                           
1 A commonly shared belief among New Testament scholars is that Luke was inspired 
to base his writing about the birth of John the Baptist on the birth narratives of 
Samuel. There are profound similarities that far outnumber the differences. Let me 
know if you investigate this further, I would love to discuss this at length.   
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   As I write and record, Donald Trump is still our president but when this 

sermon first goes up on the River Channel on Wednesday, January 20th, we all expect 

Joe Biden will be sworn into office. And I have no idea what will happen in local, 

national, or global news between when I write this sermon and when it will be read.  

 This reality has forced me to think beyond the few minutes we live in as we 

encounter the sermon as either preacher or listener/reader. What is it this week’s 

Scripture can speak to us all no matter where and when we are? How can my words 

become a channel by which you may hear the Lord calling your name?  

 So, one more time, where are you?  

Samuel was in the Tabernacle sleeping next to the Ark of the Covenant! Can 

you imagine that he made the Holy of Holies his bedroom! The Temple in Jerusalem 

was not built yet, nor was it ever built in Samuel’s lifetime. The Israelites were still 

worshipping in a Tabernacle; literally a grand tent, a portable sacred space built during 

the exodus so the Hebrew people could follow the Lord to their Promised Land. 

 Likewise, in Psalm 139, David encountered the Lord many places but never in 

the Temple. The Temple was not yet built in his lifetime either. The first Temple was 

built by David’s son Solomon after he had ascended his father’s throne.  

So, these two spiritual giants in our salvation history both found the Lord in 

their everyday lives, out in the world. As Jesus’ ancestors, Samuel by vocation and 

David by genetics, these two men would not have been referring to Christ when they 

chose to call our Creator “Lord.” In the next few weeks, we will go to Mark’s Gospel 

where some may call Jesus “Lord,” but today we are reading the same Scripture that 

Jesus read. Here “Lord” always refers to our Creator. And Samuel and David both 

found the Lord was with them in their lives as the simply lived them. 

 We live in the Lord’s creation. Here is where the Lord has made a place for us. 

Over a lifetime, one may or may not feel safe. Over a lifetime, our experiences shape 

how we see and hear the news of current events. Over a lifetime, we learn to find the 

Lord is with us. 

This past week among the many conversations I had about our current national 

situation, I had individual conversations with two of our church’s several combat 

veterans. These two were the least rattled people over repeated news images of the 

National Guard being combat ready and present in our nation’s capital. They both 

knew the mission of deterrence the guardsmen were carrying out, and they had both 

lived through far worse combat than what happened in our capital building on 
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January 6th. My reaction was different than theirs. I am a Blue Star mom, and images 

of soldiers guarding anywhere call me to deep, especially seeing images of them in our 

capital building, protecting it from a perceived threat. None of us is right or wrong in 

our perception, we just have different roles of action and prayer in the mission of 

protecting our nation. And our differing roles lead to differing thoughts.  

But one thing stays the same. And that is no matter who we are the Lord is 

present in our situation just as the Lord is present in all situations. Even in your 

situation.  

The Lord is present, caring for us and our every need, but are we aware of this 

fact? Are we attuned to returning the favor? Are we willing to look at our situation—

good or bad, safe or threatening, joyful or sorrowful—and bow our heads in prayer to 

say, “Here you are Lord. Help me listen and hear your word in my life.”     

 

Amen.  


