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Dear Sermon Reader, 

In this time of COVID-19, this is a participatory sermon including instruction, 

meditation, and a physical response. You may want to pause for a moment and get a 

small glass of water for the liturgical response that is this message’s ending. 

May Christ’s Grace be yours, Rev. Dawn 

 

 Little did we know last week when our sermon focused on the events of Jesus’ 

first visit to the Temple as an eight-day old baby, that here in the United States we 

would experience another red-letter day that future generations of Americans will 

need to study in high school history and government classes. There is always a 

temptation to preach into these current events, but today I am not giving into it.  

 Today in our lectionary readings and our liturgical year, we have before us two 

red-letter days that every confirmation student needs to study. These are days that 

shape who we are today, and days that impact how every Christian responds when 

experiencing a red-letter day in world or national history. To that end, would you 

please pause and pray with me?  

 God our Creator, Christ our Redeemer, for these next few minutes please 

help us set aside our concerns of the moment. Help us open our hearts and 

minds to focus on you and on these important lessons from your Word and our 

Christian tradition. Amen.  

 The first day began with chaos. No one knows for certain how we know this 

other than by divine inspiration assisting human imagination, because no humans 

were there as witnesses. But in a pattern scientific research affirms, at the very 

beginning of the very first day, the very first moment, while there was no order there 

was God, our Creator. There is a whole lot about the science of this day that is still 
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waiting to be revealed through further human study, but in theological reasoning this 

is the very beginning of time.  

 In this moment the eternal God, acted to create the heavens and the earth. In 

creating stars and planets, God also created the markers of time. It is because of the 

reliability of the cosmos that we humans can measure the length of a life or 

understand when red letter days occurred relative to where we now are in time.  

 On that day, God moved over the water and began working as light was 

separated from darkness before creating oceans, lakes, rivers, and clouds leaving 

humanity dry land to walk on, to garden on, and to notice the movement of the stars 

above as we stood still on the earth beneath our feet.  

 Every belief system has givens, those beliefs that make everything else possible. 

In mathematics it is the idea of one that makes it possible to count. In writing, it is an 

alphabet, a standardized set of written symbols whose meaning is shared by both the 

writer and her readers. We often do not think about these ideas as beliefs. We accept 

them usually without giving them much thought at all once we mastered them as 

beginners.  

 As deists, we Christians begin with the belief that God is and “God created the 

heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1) This is not a question. It is a fact like 1 + 1 = 2, 

or that B always follows A in alphabetical order. 

 We Christians believe that there was a first day, a moment when creation came 

into being because God created us. 

 Then in time, Christ was born and the red-letter day when Jesus was baptized 

by John occurred. Because we know the Christmas story well, we know that John was 

born the son of a Temple priest and that Jesus was his slightly younger cousin. Both 

births were considered miraculous, John born to elderly parents and Jesus born to a 

virgin. We know little of what happened to Jesus between his birth and his baptism, 

and we know even less about John.  

It is fair to wonder how it is that John as the son of a Temple priest became a 

man and started baptizing people in the muddy Jordan River, far from the Temple on 

a hill in Jerusalem. Like 2 + 1 = 3 or C follows B, we accept that the son of a priest 

called his people to repentance.  

 We can also wonder why Jesus, the son of God and without sin, decided to 

seek John’s baptism. Like 1 + 3 =4 or D follows C, we accept that Jesus chose to go 

to the Jordan River and be baptized by John.  
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 This happened on a red-letter day in salvation history that the Church 

remembers every year in worship.  As followers of Jesus, United Methodist Christians 

still baptize as one of our two sacraments because Jesus was baptized by John.  

While the Bible is clear on how Jesus was baptized and that we should continue to 

baptize, over two thousand years of Christian practice has resulted in different 

understandings leading to different practices. That could be an awfully long lecture or 

even a full semester course some other time. Today we need a short, practical 

mediation, so as a United Methodist elder, I will stay with United Methodist practice 

in this sermon.  

Because Jesus was baptized once and only once, United Methodist Christians 

practice baptism as an extraordinary sacrament, something that happens for each 

person only once in a lifetime. We believe believers’ baptism is the norm, but we also 

retain the practice of infant baptism. Here are the two sentences in our binding rules 

on baptism”  

“Baptism is not only a sign of profession and mark of difference whereby 

Christians are distinguished from others that are not baptized, but it is also a sign of 

regeneration or the new birth. The Baptism of young children is to be retained in 

the Church.”1 

Infant or early childhood baptism is our norm, part of our legacy of immigration 

from northern Europe. One rub with our practice is that most confirmands do not 

remember their own baptism. But there are exceptions—and I was one—who are 

baptized after beginning their confirmation studies. Therefore, the first lesson of 

confirmation in churches I serve is always “Remember Your Baptism.”  

Today you are invited to take time to remember your baptism.  

 How old were you? If you were an infant, why did your family want to mark 

you as a follower of Christ? Where were you baptized? Was your baptizer 

someone special to your parents?  

 In the years since your baptism, what has it meant for you to be marked as a 

follower of Jesus the Christ?  

Sometimes, long after baptism a person has a spiritual awakening. It could be 

sudden, such as it was for John Wesley on May 28, 1738, the day he felt his heart 

                                                           
1 Article XVII—Of Baptism, The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church. In the 
2016 edition, page 69 
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“strangely warmed” and experienced complete peace knowing Christ had redeemed 

him. An awakening could be gradual, coming out of attending weekly worship with 

your family just because you love them. Either way, the United Methodist 

understanding is that your spiritual awakening was due to the regeneration of your life 

by the Holy Spirit, an act begun both in your baptism and on the red-letter day when 

Jesus was baptized by John with water created by God that first day. Just as 4 + 1 = 5 

or as E follows D in the alphabet, your baptism follows Christ’s baptism in the order 

of your redemption by God, a work of love that began all the way back on the first 

day, well before the first humans sinned.  

And just as 5 + 1 = 6 or F follows E in the alphabet, your salvation did not stop 

on the day you were baptized. It goes on one day after the other, just as in Genesis 

God did not stop creating on the day light was separated from darkness but continues 

creating even now. The ongoing process of salvation is called sanctification, that is 

being made holy by our Creating, Redeeming, and Sustaining God who is holy. 

Today, we remember. We remember our baptism. We remember Christ’s baptism. 

We remember that we are created by a Being much larger that we can hope to fully 

imagine, but who loves us humans with grace and mercy greater than that of any 

parent. And as 6 + 1 = 7 or G follows F, your redemption will go on after today. 

 What does it mean for you now to be baptized as a follower of Christ, adopted as 

a loved child of God? As the Spirit sanctifies you further in this coming year, how will 

you participate by living into the vows made at your baptism, and renewed today in 

your life right now?  

Hopefully, you have a glass or cup of water near you because right now, I invite 

you to renew your baptismal vows and remember your own baptism.  

We begin with these questions found on page 34 of the current edition of The 

United Methodist Hymnal (The United Methodist Publishing House, 1989). 

Pastor: On behalf of both Christ and the Church, I ask you: 
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Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this 

world, and repent of your sin? 

Church: I do. 

Pastor: Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, 

injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? 

Church: I do. 

Pastor: Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his 

grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which 

Christ has opened to people of all people?  

Church: I do. 

Now wet your fingers with water and hold your hand on your heart. In your own 

words, thank Christ for your baptism. Or you could say, “I remember my baptism, 

and I am thankful.” 

When you are ready, please join your heart with the other hearts of our church as 

we all pray A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition (The United Methodist Hymnal # 

607).  

I am no longer my own, but thine.  

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.  

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.  

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee,  

or brought low by thee.  

Let me be full, let me be empty.  

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.  

I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal.  

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit,  

thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.  

And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.  

Amen.  


