
 

Hudson Church Epistle 
Friday, January 8, 2021 
 
Hi this is Harriet Enloe. 

We are starting our new book of Upper Room Disciplines, Daily Devotions 2021.  

The January 4-10 topic is God’s Presence Amid Chaos.   

We have read the description of God creating our world out of chaos.  I had not 

connected that to thinking about God bringing order out of chaos in my life.  When I 

think of the chaos of 2020, I think of how many times I leaned on the comfort and 

strength that I know when I turn to God.  He always sustains me.  Sometimes I need 

to wait for answers but eventually His answers are there for me.  

My Friday devotion is based on Acts 19:1-7.  Our readings this week tell us the many 

ways we encounter God’s presence.   Today we are asked how God is present in our 

baptismal waters.  I look back to my baptism.  I was baptized as an adult, because that 

is what I believed I should do.  No one in my family was there.  I didn’t participate in 

church very much at that time.  When I was small, we went to a Lutheran church.  

Mom and Dad didn’t go to church but took us if we wanted to go.  Mom was 

Christian Scientist.  She would have us read her daily lessons with her.  We had a 

balance between her loving God and the punishing God of our Roman Catholic 

classmates.  It was hard to be the only Protestants in our one room school.  Mom’s 

church did not have a physical baptism ceremony. 

So, as I think of this mystical experience that accounts for Gods presence in my life 
what is it’s meaning today?  

We are baptized with water.  Water sustains life for humans, animals, and plants. We 
clean with warm water and relax in cool water. We find peace listening to the roar of 
the ocean or taking a stroll in the rain. 

 I looked up Renewing Waters: How United Methodists Understand Baptism. (A UMC feature 

by Joe Iovino). "Baptism is not an act that imparts something just to you," Burton-

Edwards clarifies. "It is an act that brings you into a spiritual relationship with the 

whole body of Christ. In which you are becoming one with them and they are 

becoming one with you." 



So, for me today baptism means I am not alone baptized but I am a part of the whole 

body of Christ and that means we are together in a spiritual relationship as a church.  

The Holy Spirit is here to guide us.  It has been hard not being able to be physically 

connected to church.  I am very grateful to be connected by ZOOM and YouTube.  

 I am often amazed how the Holy Spirit works in my life.  When I pay attention to my 

thoughts I am not as likely to react with fear.  Bob had a really hard fall into the 

shower.  I pushed the call button.  It seemed forever before I got a response 

(probably 2 minutes) then I thought about God and we were not alone.  There is a 

peace that even though I didn’t know what would be the outcome that things would 

be ok.  This has happened to me several times when I was caring for my children that 

had brain tumors.  When I can pray before I act there is a feeling of peace.  The 

answer to my prayers isn’t always yes but it is “everything will be all right.” 

The prayer for Friday in the Disciplines is: “God, help us remember our baptisms.  

Urge us to consider what this sacred mystery teaches us and what it means for our 

communities.  Amen” 

How about you?  How were you taught about the Holy Spirit and baptism?  How has 

the Holy Spirit worked in your life over the years? 

Blessings Always, 

Harriet. 

 

 


