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Wednesday, December 30, 2020   
 

Greetings, 
Today, I am sharing with you a reflection posted on the WI Annual Conference District by the 
Director of Connectional Ministries, Rev. Sue D’Alessio who is known as Sue.  
 

Sue was appointed by Bishop Jung the role of Director of Connectional Ministries (DCM) in the 
Wisconsin Conference on July 1, 2019. Sue served as the Northeast District superintendent (right 
or just) before she became our conference DCM. 
 

Sue is a strategic and critical thinker, a visionary, and an innovator, who brings dynamic leadership 
and stability to our Conference. Sue has carried on the gifts from Sam Royappa's and Dan Dick's 
times as DCM and, built up Sharon Cook's ministry, to incorporate some aspects of Camping and 
Age Level ministries.  
 

If you would like more information about the conference staff go to www.wisconsinumc.org. 
Kathy OBS. 
 

Reflection – Sixth Day of Christmas Offering 
By Sue D’Alessio 
 

There are times we need to let go of our judgements, our fears, or of anything we cling to, in order 
for new opportunities to emerge. Find six things to let go of – things you own to give away, books 
you have read and can pass on to another, behaviors or habits you want to let go . . . 
 

Can you think of six things in your ministry or your church which you or your congregation need 
to let go so new ministries might emerge? Pray for the wisdom of God to light your way so you can 
discover new freedom and new life as you release them. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The Word was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through the Word, and without the Word not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  (John 1:1-5) 
 

An aspect of the Christmas story we easily miss is how difficult this time must have been for Mary 
and Joseph, living under Roman occupation, poor, homeless, wandering, and unsure of the future. 
And yet, the Christmas story is filled with the presence of God through the hardest times and the 
most joyful times. So too, for us this year. Though filled with challenges and turmoil, God 
continues to be present and presenting us with miracles of new life. 
 

As you celebrate the Twelve Days of this Christmas season and in the closing of this challenging 
year, these Devotions come with prayers for you and your ministries, with hope for our world so 
desperately in need of new life, and with suggestions for your own prayers and thoughts for each of 
the 12 Days of Christmas. May God’s Word light our way through this journey of sustaining faith, 
of buoyant hope, of love reborn and of joy sparkling and dancing into the bleakest times – of the 
new life of Christ always being born anew – because nothing can overcome God’s love at work in 
our world. 



 
First day of Christmas, December 25 
As you light the one Christ Candle, notice how one small flame can give so much illumination. 
 The darker it is, the brighter the one flame shines in the darkness. Notice all the places of darkness 
around you, around others and around our world. Notice where the flickering flames of God’s love 
are present. Pray and work for the illumination of the light of God’s love to shine in each space of 
darkness. 
 

Second day of Christmas, December 26 
Find two ways you can add a little light to the lives of others around you. Where are two places of 
deepest need in your church, in your community, in our world? Pray that the light of God’s love 
will shine in the hearts and souls of those in deepest need. 
 

Third day of Christmas, December 27 
Before each of your three meals (or three times in the day), offer prayers of thanksgiving for the 
ways God is shining light into your life, your church, and this world in love. 
 

Fourth day of Christmas, December 28 
Write and send four letters or emails to people who come to you in your prayer, who might need or 
appreciate a message from you. Hold those people in the light of prayer throughout the day. 
 
Fifth day of Christmas, December 29 

Today, sit in silent prayer for five minutes with a candle lit in front of you. Observe how the golden 
flame flickers and dances. Contemplate how you can dance a little more brightly in the light of 
God’s life and love. How might you bring this dance of new life, of flickering flame of love into a 
ministry of justice and hope in your community? 
  
 
 


