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Merry Christmas Church! 

 Let the feast begin! Or as the Ghost of  Christmas Present says again and again in A 

Muppets’ Christmas Carol, “Come in and know me better man!” Tomorrow is the first day of  

Christmas. Today is the end of  Advent. Tomorrow the celebration of  Christ’s first coming 

begins and lasts until January 6th. “Joy to the world!” 

 Where have you found joy in these past 26 days? Where have you found joy today? 

 In the first few hours of today, my joy was found in a blizzard just in time for a white 

Christmas, while watching the sunrise colors hit the drifted snow in my back yard leaving it soft 

pink rather than bright white for just a few fleeting minutes, in a chickadee who trusted me 

enough to come look for breakfast at our tray feeder now that the storm has passed.  

 This past week both the Wednesday Zoom morning small group and the Thursday at 4 

small group that now gathers in Fellowship Hall, read from Almost Christmas (Abingdon Press, 

Nashville, 2019), an Advent small group study guide. The writer of  the joy chapter, Matt 

Rawle, reminded us that as Christians joy is not equal to happiness, no matter what the 

December car advertisements tell us.  

What then is joy? In the accompanying video the Wednesday group watched, Rawle’s 

co-writer Ingrid McIntyre referenced Marie Kondo’s popular books and the current thought 

that we should only keep things that “spark joy.” In our popular culture, shaped by advertising, 

Kondo received great criticism from people who equate joy with happiness. For example, 

tucked in with my pens on my studio writing table is an emery board. It is a duplicate to my 

primary manicure products. It does not spark happiness in my life. So, if  joy equals happiness, 

I should toss that emery board. But when I am working down here and my dry hands need a 

quick nail repair, I am always thankful that this well made and attractive green emery board sits 

with my pens for a quick smoothing of  what could become a deep, painful split in my nail 

without it. Joy comes in my thankfulness for a well-made product close at hand. 

According to Rawle and his co-writers, real joy is a gift that you cannot give yourself. 

One of  our Wednesday members was caught by his line that “you can’t tickle yourself.” Joy is 

found, neither wrapped under a tree nor stuffed in a sock, but in a life of  gratitude for all the 

Lord has provided; enough and plenty to share.  



That is not to say a Christmas gift cannot be a source of  joy. This morning as I shared 

some of my honest holiday struggle with John, who has been with me more Christmases than 

anyone else on planet Earth, behind him on my dresser was the lighthouse pincushion I use 

daily to store safety pins that keep my socks together in the wash. (See P.P.S. below) Joy came 

when I realized this man who was once smart enough to stuff  my sock with a lighthouse 

pincushion from my favorite fabric store is still a man I can trust to do all he can to make our 

2020 Christmas for Two a cherished memory. Deep joy is found in being loved just the way 

you are, struggles and all. 

Joy is a gift that finds you. Joy is a gift you need that God has placed here for you before 

you actually need it. Joy is found in more places than “the moon on the crest” of yesterday’s 

snow. Joy is found is a spouse safely home from the hospital. Joy is found in your teenager’s 

smile. Joy is found in the cherished memory of  a love separated only by death. Joy is a 

neighbor who either blew the snow out of  your driveway, or who brought you cookies after 

you blew the snow out of  theirs.  

Joy is the outcome of loving God and then loving each other.  

May this weekend be a very special Christmas that fills you with joy!  

Peace on earth!  

Rev. Dawn 

 

P.S. Both the Wednesday Zoom study group, (10:30 a.m.) and the Thursday in person 

group (4:00 p.m.) are open to welcoming you into their fellowship.  

The Wednesday group is longer established and will be reading The Mr. Rogers Effect by 

Dr. Anita Knight Kuhley (available on Kindle, Nook, or through an on-line bookstore if  you 

want a hard copy) beginning on January 6th, and selecting a Lent study to begin on February 

14th. If  you would like a Zoom tutorial session, members of  that group are available to help 

you. 

The Thursday group just formed this Advent, and with weather delays and getting 

acquainted is going to keep reading Almost Christmas into January and will be selecting another 

study to follow Almost Christmas. This group has room for five more new members under our 

COVID small group guidelines.  

To join either group, call Kathy in the church office and she will help you. Almost 

Christmas is good single chapter reading and copies are available for your use.  

 



P.P.S My keep your socks together tip: stack them toe to toe and cuff  to cuff, safety pin 

them together through the toes. I learned to do this years ago and only once have I had to get 

out the small wire cutters in my kitchen toolbox to remove a stuck safety pin. It keeps them 

from getting lost and makes putting them away simple. 


