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Whenever I read Luke 1:46-55,  I remember the spiritual retreat that my daughter and I 
attended many years ago in Berryville, Arkansas. It was at the Little Portion Hermitage and 
Monastery where the famous religious composer and singer, John Michael Talbot lives. For those 
that are not familiar with his music, let me say that the Lord definitely speaks through John Michael 
in his work. Periodically, he conducts retreats focused on music and it is a joy to spend days and 
nights listening and singing for the Lord. When I first heard his version of The Magnificat, I felt 
goosebumps all over. I can just picture Mary singing her praises to the Lord and after hearing and 
reading this version of The Magnificat, music fills my soul. It has become a part of our Advent 
season. 

We know that Mary was singing to praise the Lord and her words are especially important in 
our current pandemic. It’s too easy to focus on the news of the world and lose sight of the good 
news of our Lord through scripture. Perhaps you have family members or close friends who listen 
to news daily and are not able to turn it off and read God’s word. It’s a vicious cycle that prohibits 
God from entering in their life. 

We must continue to praise the Lord for the good he has done.  

“He has looked with favor on the loneliness of his servant.”(vs 48)  us. “His mercy is for 
those that fear him….He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their heart.” (vs 50-51b).   And   
“He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly.” (vs 52).   Oh, how 
we see that happen all over the world.  Yes, he continues to “fill the hungry with good things and 
the rich are sent away empty.” (vs53)  And “has  helped his servant Israel…according to the 
promises he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and his descendants…” (vs 54-55).    

Oh such powerful words in this reading of Luke.   Continue to thank God daily for all the 
good he has done. 

There are many beautiful musical versions of The Magnificat. Take some time this Advent 
season and listen to them and let your heart be filled. If you have never heard this version, please 
go to You Tube  and look for John Michael Talbot, December 22, 2009 and listen to him singing 
his version entitled Holy is His Name. Close your eyes and let the song fill you up this Advent 
season. 

Eternal God of love, as we enter these final days of advent, gather us into a place of 
quiet rest. Prepare for us a space in which we can contemplate the gifts of the Advent 
season and give you thanks for your love. In your Son’s holy name we pray. Amen 

 


