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I wanted to share some more angel stories with you as we travel though Advent. I also wanted to 
challenge you to see angels around you.  I believe they come in all shapes and sizes.  I have two 
recent personal stories that I wanted to share.   
 
One is about 'Pickles the Elf'.  There is a woman in the neighborhood that has a Santa Mailbox in 
her front yard.  I saw her post on Nextdoor and decided to see what is was about.  This year I was 
with the youngest two and we wrote letters to Santa.  Pickles answered each letter personally and 
includes drawings and sends them to the child.  They are so thoughtful and brought such big 
smiles.  A true blessing these days and an angel in disguise to bring such joy.  The second one also 
just happened a few weeks ago. I was driving on the freeway here and a large SUV went careening 
behind me and missed my small car by inches, overcorrected and went careening the other way 
across four lanes of traffic again passing behind me.  The car didn't hit anyone, but did finally come 
to rest in the median not crossing into the other lanes of traffic.  I have a guardian angel hanging in 
my car and the angel was definitely there that day!   
 
I also wanted to share two stories and a quote from my friend, Rev. John Sumwalt. I am so grateful 
that he has given me permission to share some of his work.  "Joan Wester Anderson tells of an 
eleven year old boy who was dying from peritonitis.  One day when his mother came into his room 
he said, 'Look mother, there are angels all around us, and one is more beautiful than the rest... See, 
they are right here, so close I could touch them...'  Joseph's mother was struck by her son's attitude 
of profound joy and peace.  It became a consolation to the entire family". 
 
Here is another story from John's book.   It is titled 'My Angel Sighting' and was told to him by 
Candace Asher of Shawnano.   
 
"In 2001, my husband Mike was in his first appointment (in Bonduel/Red River).  Shortly after we 
moved into the parsonage - so possibly sometime in July, we had a visitor.  A Naive American man 
came to our back door asking for something to eat and something to drink.  After talking with the 
man and determining his needs, Mike went into the house to fix him some food for the road.  
While he waited on the back porch, I went over and talked to him.  He said he had just finished a 
job in Wausau and was on his way to Green Bay.  He said he had some work to do there.  The man 
wore white pants, a white tee-shirt and white tennis shoes.  He had a cross roughly tattooed on one 
of his forearms.  He had no bag of any kind with him.  Mike came out and gave him a sandwich to 
eat and some food for the road and something to drink.  He thanked us and left as soon as he 
finished eating.  Mike walked to the garage where I was working on a project.  He said he was going 
to take the car and give the man a ride to Green Bay because it looked like rain.  Mike took the car 
and drove in the direction the man had walked and never found him.  He drove to the edge of 



town in both directions and never saw the man again.  We had many visitors when we lived in that 
parsonage, people wanting all kinds of things but only this first visitor asked for so little - a bite to 
eat of whatever we could offer and something to drink".    
 
John wrote about what Wesley said about angels.  "The angels of God have great power, in 
particular, over the human body; power either to cause or remove pain and diseases, either to kill or 
to heal... we have a remarkable instance in Daniel.  There remained no 'strength in me', said the 
prophet; 'neither was their breath in me.'  'Then one came and touched me, and said, Peace be unto 
thee: Be strong, yea, be strong.  And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened.'  (Daniel 
10:17, &c.) (Of Good Angels By John Wesley, Sermon 71 - text from the 1872 edition - Thomas 
Jackson, editor)." 
 
Prayers that you find some angels in your lives right now to help ease the stress that I think 
everyone is feeling.  That your Advent and Christmas are joyous and we can put Christ in the 
center. 


