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Wednesday, December 16, 2020   
  
Greetings, 
Today, I am sharing with you a reflection posted on the WI Annual Conference featuring Rev. 
Jorge Luis Mayorga, Director of Congregational Development.   The Office of Congregational 
Development services as a resource to the Bishop and to the Cabinet; coordinates conference 
planning for the planting of new ministries; provides training, demographic information and 
consolation to local churches and districts; assists District Strategy Teams and the New Ministries 
Strategy Board in developing strategies and resources for planting new ministries.  They play a very 
important role in equipping clergy and laity for planting new ministries through the institute of 
Congregational Development (ICD) and Instituto de Desarrollo Congregacional (IDC). Between 
2014-2019 they have planted 21 New Ministries. If you would like more information about the 
conference staff go to www.wisconsinumc.org. Kathy OBS.  
 

Reflection - Early Gifts  
By Rev. Jorge Luis Mayorga 
 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace 
himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.”  (1 
Thessalonians 5: 16-24) New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
 

Sometimes we get at this time of the year what is called an "early Christmas present." It is 
something someone give us and says, "You can open it now." Sometimes that happens because it’s 
something that we can use right away. Like jewelry or clothing we can wear, so we are asked to 
open the present early. 
 

We are about two weeks away from Christmas Day, so we are in the season of Advent, in the midst 
of waiting for Christmas. The same is true for the Last Day – as believers, we are waiting for Jesus 
to come again. So, I know it’s early, I know it’s not Christmas, nor has Christ come again, but God 
reveals gifts to us today that he wants us to open and use before Christ comes. Let’s read what 
those gifts are:  "Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances." The apostle 
Paul says "for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus." 
 

We need to practice being happier, to work on our prayer life and remember to say thank you to 
God for all his blessings. In this season of Advent, take these early gifts and use them while you 
wait for Jesus to come. 
 

Prayer:  Gracious and loving God, in this time of advent help us to wait with patience for 
your son Jesus. And while we are waiting, help us to enjoy the early gifts of Christmas you 
have given us: Joy, prayer, and thanksgiving. In Jesus Christ, our Lord we pray, Amen! 
 

The peace of Christ be with you, Pastor Jorge   


