
 

 

Hudson Church Epistle  
Monday, December 14, 2020 
 

Hello Church!  

 This week we will continue our exploration of  joy, one of  the nine fruits of  the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). 

This spiritual fruit comes today by way of  a song.    

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  

Let earth receive her King;  

let every heart prepare Him room,  

and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing!”  

--Isaac Watts, 1719, The United Methodist Hymnal #246 

 Now that you are humming along, what is the source of  our joy? Watts? Receiving the Lord as earth’s 

King! And therefore, what are we to do in response? Make room in our hearts. Join creation in song.  

 A devotion writer could consider her work done here. But wait there is more!  

 Last week at the Hudson Area Ministerial Association (HAMA) Zoom gathering, Hudson mayor 

Rich O’Connor came shared his vision that 2021 be Hudson’s Year of  the Golden Rule. HAMA was his first 

visit with one of  our many “service organizations,” city speak for a gathering of  citizens for a purpose of  

doing good. As he laid out his vision for Hudson’s Year of  the Golden Rule, this Methodist preacher’s heart 

filled with joy!  

 HAMA members have been praying together for a long time about how we can be agents of  bringing 

God’s message to more people in Hudson. Suddenly, here was one of  our civic leaders asking us to proclaim 

the Golden Rule. “Yes, Mr. Mayor. We will be happy to support you in Hudson’s Year of  the Golden Rule.” 

We offered to use our Pastor’s Viewpoints in the Hudson Star Observer to write on this theme from our 

various perspectives. We gave him money to add to his budget for more Year of  the Golden Rule 

bookmarks, six inches long, marked for use, and to be distributed through our schools, our library, and other 

public venues. 

 Speaking to my experience, our joy came because Mayor O’Connor’s request is part of  our HAMA 

mission, to collaborate as Christian pastors to proclaim Christ’s good news. And the Golden Rule is a clear 

teaching of  Jesus. We find it in both Matthew 7:12 and in Luke 6:31. As a child I memorized it this way, “Do 

unto others as you would have them do unto you.” I honestly think I memorized it before I learned to read. 



My childhood Sunday school was big on key scripture memorization and this point was at the heart of  every 

lesson Mrs. Johnson taught us in the only preschool I ever attended. 

 Preschool Sunday school was a long time ago, but I am still working out the Golden Rule daily. As a 

pastor, I am still working The Golden Rule out daily. As a wife, I am still working out The Golden Rule daily. 

As a neighbor I am still working out The Golden Rule daily. Easy to memorize. Challenging to live.  

 Over decades of  Bible study, I have learned that while The Golden Rule is central in Jesus’ teachings, 

both Christian and Jewish scholars of  the first century widely believe that Jesus was quoting Hillel the Elder 

(d. 10 C.E. and most likely the grandfather of  Simeon in Luke 2).  When challenged to recite the Torah in the 

amount of  time a man could stand on one foot, Hillel paraphrased Leviticus 19:18 “What is hateful to you, 

do not do to your fellow: this is the whole Torah; the rest is the explanation; go and learn.” (Shabbath 

folio:31a, Babylonian Talmud, quote located in Wikipedia). If  we were to read Leviticus 12:18, in our worship 

now, this would be our English translation: “You must not take revenge nor hold a grudge against any of  

your people; instead, you must love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.” (The Common English Bible). 

And not only does Jesus quote Hillel paraphrasing Moses, so did Mohammed 600 years later.  

 This idea of  treating others as one desires to be treated is central to all the world’s religions, including 

those in Asia and North America when Christian missionaries first arrived. In the words of  John Wesley, 

founder of  Methodism, The Golden Rule is the plain command of God.  

 Of course, when this Methodist preacher heard her city’s mayor say, “I want to make 2021 Hudson’s 

Year of  the Golden Rule,” her heart was filled with joy and her hand shot up in the air. Mr. Mayor, “I am with 

you 100%.” 

 There is no greater joy than seeing God answer your prayer, especially when living into that answer 

will make us part of  helping “God’s kingdom come and will be done.” I hope you feel joy right along with 

the HAMA pastors, and do what you can to make 2021 Hudson’s Year of  the Golden Rule.”  

“Joy to the world, the Lord is Come!”  

Grace abounds!  

rev. dawn    


