
 

 

Daily Church Epistle  
Thursday, December 10, 2020 

 

Hello Church!  

 Let us continue on from what Jesus said about joy in Matthew 5:11-12 (our homework from 

Tuesday). The time this week when I felt Jesus joy in worship was when I first watched our podcast for 

Sunday, 06 December. The camera, our shared lens, was in Darci’s kitchen as she lit one of  Lynn’s advent 

wreaths as we listened while Rick sang the second verse of  Star-Child with LeeAnn’s accompaniment. To get 

that moment for our church at worship, we scrambled to get new video to replace planned sanctuary video 

our COVID planned shut-down prevented recording. Fortunately, the music was recorded before the shut-

down began. In a flash of  inspiration at the end of  our Wednesday study group, I asked Darci if  she could 

film herself  lighting our second Sunday of  Advent candles at home. We arranged for me to COVID safely 

drop off  one of  Lynn’s advent wreath kits. Darci followed through, John did his editing work. As I watched 

the entire completed piece on screen, I felt my heart filled with joy.  

There is just something about standing against the darkness by lighting one candle at a time that 

brings Jesus joy in this long, strange time. This is not the joy the way my desk dictionary defines it, “a very 

glad feeling of  happiness, delight.” No, it was joy the way Jesus meant joy when he said, “Be full of  joy and be 

glad, because you have a great reward in heaven.” (Matthew 5:12) It is so lovely when heaven comes and 

touches us on earth. 

Of course, scrambling to shoot new video for a change of  plans during podcast worship in this 

COVID time is not the same as being insulted or harassed, the actions of  others do to us that Jesus was 

talking about in Matthew 5:11-12.: 

“Happy (or blessed) are you when people insult you and harass you and speak all kinds of  bad and false 

things about you, all because of  me. Be full of  joy and be glad, because you have a great reward in 

heaven. In the same way, people harassed the prophets who came before you.”  

 In my meditation on that text, I am certainly taking a subtext out of  context. That is absolutely against 

everything I ever learned in Bible college and seminary about breaking the Scripture open and applying it to 

life. Still, in meditating on this Word since I wrote Tuesday’s epistle, I have found myself  full of  joy but never 

once was I insulted or harassed. I was challenged in a ways I did not expect, but the joy I felt came from 

seeing the Spirit at work in the world, responding to our prayers, and calling us to serve.  

 Did you experience anything like that as you meditated on Matthew 5:11-12?  

 

 

 

 



 Joy is a word that appears 270 times in the Common English Bible, the translation we now read in 

worship (www.biblegateway.com). Because I am currently fascinated with the King James Version in English 

and American church history, I also did the search for “joy” in the KJV. Joy appears only 187 times. Hmm. I 

think I will let that distracting little thought bunny run away. However, in both translations the word “joy” is 

found most often in the Psalms. I looked up our lectionary psalm which uses “joy” three times in the 

Common English Bible. Psalm 126 sang to me in this warm December as the joy of  being outdoors in fall 

seems to linger on an extra long time.  

A pilgrimage song. 

When the Lord changed Zion’s circumstances for the better, 

    it was like we had been dreaming. 

Our mouths were suddenly filled with laughter; 

    our tongues were filled with joyful shouts. 

It was even said, at that time, among the nations, 

    “The Lord has done great things for them!” 

Yes, the Lord has done great things for us, 

    and we are overjoyed. 

Lord, change our circumstances for the better, 

    like dry streams in the desert waste! 

Let those who plant with tears 

    reap the harvest with joyful shouts. 

Let those who go out, 

    crying and carrying their seed, 

    come home with joyful shouts, 

    carrying bales of  grain! 

 

This psalm speaks joy to my heart with the line “Lord, change our circumstances for the better.” That 

is what I saw happen as we were forced to move away from our tradition of  lighting candles in a sanctuary 

and to go home to light candles at a kitchen tables, a place much like where Gabriel found Mary. This joy is 

the deep knowing that God is with us, with you in your house and me in mine, as we go through this hard 

time apart but more together in the Spirit than ever.  

 But now for the question people keep phoning into Kathy, “Will we have church next 

Sunday?”  

http://www.biblegateway.com/


Honestly, I hope we do. I am certainly planning to have worship in the sanctuary next Sunday—the 

weather agrees, so that box is checked off. Today, I am in the middle of  an unusually busy Advent Thursday, 

Kathy is authorized to check the Hudson School District web page to make the final call 

(https://hudsonraiders.org/covid-19/) for us while I am busy with district and HAMA business in the 

morning and a Zoom party with our shut-in seniors in the afternoon. You can check the website too. If  the 

school board takes the district fully virtual at their Wednesday night meeting, our worship will be all virtual on 

Sunday. Otherwise, there will be sanctuary worship available for those who want to make a reservation and 

follow our masking requirements. So, as I write on Wednesday afternoon, I do not know yet if  we will have 

worship in the sanctuary on Sunday.  

But that is not the question, is it? The question as Kathy reports it is, “Will we have church next 

Sunday?” To that I say “Yes, we will.” Church is so much more than a weekly meeting in a building set aside 

for worship. Church is us. We are the church. And if  we can meet in the sanctuary or if  we cannot, it is a 

great joy to know that we will still be church next Sunday, even if  Christ comes again between my final edit of  

this epistle and Sunday morning!  

May all your days be touched by Jesus’ joy!  

Rev. Dawn 

 PS: Kathy reports, "Yes, according to the Hudson School District web page we will have 

church on Sunday." 

https://hudsonraiders.org/covid-19/

