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Wednesday, December 9, 2020   
 
 Greetings,  
 
Today, I am sharing with you a reflection posted on the WI Annual Conference featuring our own 
North West District Superintendent, Rev. Barb Certa-Werner.   Rev. Barb Certa-Werner follows 
our former DS Rev. Dr. Kate Croskery Jones. Many of you may not know our District 
Superintendent who is fondly referred to DS Barb.  DS Barb began her ministry in Wisconsin in 
1995, and she served as the Executive Director of Harbor House Crisis Shelters in Superior, 
Wisconsin for fifteen years.  She has a deep compassion and decisive nature, which has benefited 
all churches in our district.  In addition, DS Barb provides support and friendship to our Rev. 
Dawn and other clergy in our North West District. She is where God called her to be during 
COVID-19 and we are blessed to have DS Barb appointed as our District Superintendent.  If you 
would like more information about the conference staff go to www.wisconsinumc.org.  
Kathy OBS. 
 
Reflection  
By Rev. Barbara Certa-Werner, North West District Superintendent, WI Annual Conference 
 

“Indeed, You are my lamp, O Lord, the Lord lightens my darkness.” (2 Samuel 22:29) 
 

The darkness of night is so early right now. I look outside at 4:30 p.m. and the sun has almost set. 
These long spans of darkness are difficult for many of us. We may feel more tired and unmotivated 
just when the demands of life seem to be ramping up. There are Christmas cards to write and 
send, presents to wrap and mail, decorations to unpack and put up, and family and friends to 
connect with, in new or creative ways due to COVID. Yet, the effects of the darkness seem to 
impede us with a sense of isolation, depression, fear, anger, and greed. 
 

As my list grows and the reality of the pandemic sets in, my energy slips away, I decide to pause my 
racing thoughts and sit in the darkness. In the silence, I light a candle. I see that the darkness had 
been an invitation to sit in silence and still my racing brain. The flicker of the flame is a reminder of 
the power of God’s Light in Jesus Christ. My prayers begin to pour out as I am comforted by the 
Light. 
 

During this Season of Advent, may this litany inspire us: 
 “ In the hopeful light of morning with sunrise overcoming the darkness of night, 
 come to us once more, Light of the World. 
  

 In the mysterious beauty of a splendid sunset surrounding our souls with peace, 
 come to us once more, Light of the World. 
  

 In the birth of a holy child, bearing the promise of new life for all the world, 
 come to us once more, Light of the World. 
  

 Come to us once more, Light of the World. 
  

 Set our lives aglow with love, the reality that remains when nothing else is secure. Amen.” 
(Adapted from Jim Magnaw, a retired UMC pastor in East Ohio) 


