
Hudson Church Epistle 
Thursday, December 3, 2020   
 

Hello Church! 

 By now you have most likely read the announcement Kathy sent to all that our building 
is closed until Wednesday, 9 December, due to a COVID exposure at worship on 29 
November. Bummer. But we have a plan, and we are implementing it.  

 Our full staff is all in a positive exposure quarantine and working from home, except 
for Mike Galloway, our custodian, who is doing some deep cleaning work and tending to 
security through this week. So, if you drive by or look out your Wintergreen window and see 
the lights on in the evening, it is Mike G. doing what he is supposed to be doing in a building 
shut down. 

And more importantly, God is caring for us as Christ leads us to care for each 
other. We have blessing to count.   

 The first blessing to count is that on Tuesday, 1 December, the Center for Disease 
Control revised their positive exposure quarantine guidelines, and our policy was wisely 
attached to their guidelines. The current guidelines for quarantine following an exposure to a 
person who tested positive is now ten days from the date of exposure without a need for a 
confirming test. For a person able to and willing to be tested, that quarantine is seven days—
but we who attended sanctuary worship will not be able to be reliably tested until Monday, 7 
December, unless we too develop symptoms this week. The building will open on Wednesday 
morning.  

 The second blessing is that the person who tested positive is bravely loving their 
neighbors (us) by telling the truth. This person developed symptoms on Sunday evening, 
tested as soon as possible, and informed me as soon as tests results were known. Due to some 
confidentiality issues as others are informed, that person’s name may not be public for a few 
days. The closely related third blessing to be counted here is that God knows exactly who we 
are all holding faithfully in prayer. And the third blessing attached directly to the second  is that 
those of us who chose sanctuary worship all knew the risk we were taking and we will be 
model examples of bold fools for Christ as we accept this positive exposure quarantine.  

 The fourth blessing is the medical progress is not just in the vaccine, it is also in the 
treatment of COVID. Let us keep praying for the researchers and front-line health care 
professionals as we pray together “for those who shape our world.” Let us keep praying for all 
who have been, are now, and will be infected with this virus. 



 The fifth blessing I will count here is the timing on all this does not impact our church’s 
bread give-away that happens every Wednesday morning. We did not know until the giveaway 
was over. We will be open when it is scheduled to happen again next week. God really does 
care for the poor. We are blessed that the same blessing extends to those who work hard to 
help with that work.  

 I could go on counting blessings, but so can you.  

 In the meanwhile, here is the plan for this week’s worship. The podcast service 
will be recorded and posted in its usual ways. The USPS service will be printed and mailed in 
its usual way. The two ZOOM prayer services will meet at their scheduled times and this week, 
both will have communion. The only part of our plan that will not work is beginning 10:30 
parking lot worship immediately on Sunday, 6 December. Someone (me) overlooked that an 
exposure on Sunday morning would sideline me and my specific role serving you the 
sacraments at our church. Oops! Even if symptom free, I will not be able to test for COVID 
and be out of quarantine in time for that service to occur. Kathy and I will keep you posted 
about the service for 13 December. 

 There you have it. I am not inclined to panic; I am just too well conditioned to remain 
calm in a crisis. Your prayers will certainly help in my work as this COVID year grinds on and 
on. The Jesus’ story I am abiding is comes from Matthew 8:23-27. There Jesus is napping in 
the bow of a boat during a storm. The disciples wake him, and he calms the storm. I am 
looking forward to some nap time with Jesus the remaining six days of my quarantine. 

Is it just me, or do you also see the divine joke of our retelling the miracle account of 
the angel visiting Mary happening on a Sunday when we cannot use our sanctuary for weekly 
worship? On our last Sunday to use the sanctuary, Zechariah found his angel in the Holy of 
Holies, the most sacred square footage in the Temple not only in Jerusalem, but in all the 
world. Zechariah met his angel when he entered God’s holy place. But where did the angel go 
to find Mary? To Nazareth, a fishing village far north of Jerusalem.  

 As we prepare for sanctuary-less worship this Sunday, let us remember that we are the 
church, the building where we gather is not. The Holy Spirit is never confined to a space. We 
are the body of Christ who makes Christ’s mission visible in the world. How much joy is there 
in that reality? And just how many places will we witness the Spirit or an angel finding us? 

 May grace always abound!  

 Rev. Dawn   


