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The Election Day is behind us, even though the election results are still an ongoing 

daily news flash about recounts or voting irregularities.   Two vaccines are showing 

results that appear to be 95% effective and are soon to be FDA approved and 

hopefully on the way by years end.  Meanwhile, the pandemic exceeds its earlier 

projections with case infection rates that far outpace what we all experienced last 

spring.  Urgent requests from government and medical leaders are asking us all to stay 

at home, to limit our inter-family or multiple household gatherings for the coming 

Thanksgiving holiday.  If your family is like ours, you are considering a very different 

Thanksgiving, without a big gathering.  Probably the same is on the horizon for 

Christmas.  

The entire list above is like nothing we have ever seen, with the exception of a few of 

our elder congregants that endured the challenges of WWII or the Great Depression.  

To most of us what we are experiencing is not normal, which leads to stresses and 

anxiety since so little of this is familiar.  This makes this challenging and confusing 

time a perfect time to embrace our faith.  As a child, I had a grandmother who was 

forever positive, always finding the silver lining to any situation.  Whenever a problem 

or an issue was before us, even being lost or delayed in traffic, she would stop 

everything and ask us to simply pray with her.  It was often the very best advice, 

things worked out more calmly.  It taught me at an early age that having faith would 

provide a positive outcome or lighten whatever burden may be occurring. 

In Hebrews 11:1-3 we are told, “Faith is the reality of what we hope for, the proof of what we 

don’t see. The elders in the past were approved because they showed faith. By faith we understand that 

the universe has been created by a word from God so that the visible came into existence from the 

invisible.”  The next couple of dozen verses in Hebrews detail how different Old 

Testament heroes like Abraham, Sarah, Moses and many more survived challenges 

and persevered BY FAITH.  They made it through remarkable calamities believing 

that God would make a path come forth for them, and it did. How do we put our 

faith to work in our present times?  How do we trust that God will guide us through 

our own unknown?  

 



 

A good deep breath, some thoughtful meditation on all that is happening in our 

community and some caring prayer for our leaders, our health professionals, our 

neighbors, friends and family.  While there may be doubters about the power of 

prayer, it is at times like we are in, when there are such diverging answers about how 

to deal with the pandemic that letting go by faith may actually free us from some of 

the anxiety.  Entrust God to stand with us in this time of uncertainty.  In the same 

way, as loving, caring Christian neighbors, we should be standing with each other in 

whatever way may help the most.  After praying, strap on your mask when you leave 

the house and stay home if you don’t really need to go out.  Join in on the podcast 

worship, jump on the Zoom prayer sessions, read your daily epistle and practice your 

faith with your family. Find comfort and joy in our and musicians and worship leaders 

that have shifted from in church services to YouTube video productions and postal 

delivered sermons that have continued for months as a bright light of faith.  Share 

your concerns with others for insight and support.  We are all in this together, even 

though social distancing is not first nature, even though online worship is different 

than sitting in the sanctuary, even though many are already back in “cabin fever 

mode”, just try relieving things by faith.  Our future will become “visible from the 

invisible” by faith.   

 

 

 

  


