
 
 

Hudson Church Epistle 
Thursday, November 19, 2020  
 

 Hello Church! 

 It has been a busy week to be sure! In our Monday Church Epistle, I invited you in 

imagining a future when the vaccine is widely distributed. One big question is this: what will we 

keep from this COVID era? For example, one of my favorite restaurants began putting hand 

sanitizer in every booth they could use safely for seating now. I suspect that when this is all over a 

bottle of hand sanitizer well remain alongside the bottles of ketchup and mustard well into the 

2030’s. 

But what does this have to do with our spiritual self-care? Just this, what are we, Hudson 

United Methodist Church, doing now that would be helpful for us to continue when 2020 is 

history? What inspired ways of being church have developed during our COVID time?  

Immediately, I thought of the podcast and our two Zoom prayer services. They meet so 

many needs that were going unmet before COVID-19 spread among us. The podcast can be 

viewed wherever an internet user is—which is good for an increasing number of us who are 

homebound as we live longer lives. Think with me about family caregivers who love a person with 

dementia still able to live at home. Coming to the sanctuary can be downright impossible on a bad 

day but watching church can be done together without worry. Our Zoom prayer gatherings provide 

human contact, as good for our family caregivers as it is now for our widowed and divorced people 

who live alone. So, whether the homebound person chooses to use either YouTube or the River 

Channel to have both virtual time in our sanctuary along with joining friends on Zoom, those 

weekly worship options are here to stay. Those congregations will love seeing other during snow 

storms post COVID. 

But do these services meet everyone’s needs? No, they do not.  

This past week I was invited by Rev. Sue D’Alessio, our Wisconsin Annual Conference 

Director of Connectional Ministry, to write up our Zoom prayer gathering to be shared with other 

pastors and lay leaders as a good idea that works well. While it is a blessing and a compliment, our 

Zoom prayer service is not a fit for everyone in our own church. As one of our most regular Zoom 

attendees told me last night, our Wednesday Zoom service is better than being home alone but 

nowhere near as good as being at church for our normal Wednesday nights. Our Wednesday Zoom 

prayer service will never meet the needs of households with children and youth at home in our 

suburban culture. It is too time bound and they are already on screens all day. It will never meet the 

needs of those who do not use the internet. But while Jesus our Good Shepherd is out looking for 

the lost sheep we must tend to the lambs as his sheepdogs, rams, and ewes. 

Right now, our podcast and our sanctuary service are intricately linked with our hymn-based 

worship tradition.  



 

I suspect that as we go forward, in terms of our homebound due to age-related health issues, this 

will continue. But who is excluded? I started to wonder if we need another option, something that 

would meet the needs of parents and some grandparents who live under the same roof as children 

and youth. Something that would meet the needs of new homeowners that settled here in part 

because of our great Hudson schools.  

 The long-range plan for today’s DCE was to do Bible study with 1 Thessalonians 5. It is 

Paul’s formal conclusion. In the practice of sermon writing, it is his answer to “So what?” Paul has 

told us what he wants us to know in the first four chapters. Now he is telling us what he wants us 

to do. “And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the faint hearted, help the 

weak, be patient with all of them.” 1 Thessalonians 5:14. 

 It seems to me that it is hard to find idlers in Hudson. But I do know many who are faint 

hearted, who feel weak both emotionally and physically, living in family homes all over our Hudson 

school district. What if we figured out how to offer them the emotional and spiritual support many 

of us now find in our sanctuary—real or virtual--and through Zoom?  

Church buildings with Sunday morning public worship did not yet exist when God inspired 

Paul to write those words. When Paul wrote the church everywhere gathered in homes, usually 

around dining tables. Is it now time to revisit that idea for us? One idea for introducing Jesus to 

others we know that had legs pre-COVID was to have “Supper Church,” a small group size 

gathering of folks who both worshipped and shared a meal together. What if we figured out how to 

do “Sunday Brunch Church?” focused specifically on the idea of gathering around food as a 

sanctuary in time away from the competitiveness of grades and sports. What if we started a Share 

Your Supper gathering that had a short vlog (less than 20 minutes and very casually produced) but 

that created time based on common calendars for various families to share spiritual support and 

fellowship?   

Inspiration is never in short supply. The Spirit is always moving among us. And until Christ 

comes again in glory, we have a precious gift of life to give those we live with now.  

May grace abound!  

Rev. Dawn 

 


