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“Angels All Around” 

 
When Rev. Dawn announced that our Advent theme was going to be "Angels All Around" I 
immediately thought about my friend Rev. John Sumwalt and his wife Jo.  John is a Methodist 
Minister and has written many books about angels - Vision Stories: True Accounts of Visions, 
Angels and Holy Coincidences, Life Stories, Sharing Visions, Shining Moments and Lectionary 
series too.  He was a pastor for over 40 years and lives in Wisconsin.  He has given seminars 
and sermons on angels too.  I thought it would get all of us prepared for Advent!  I will share 
some of the things that John has written, with his permission, to help us to see that "Angels 
(are) All Around"!  Maybe, you will have a story to share.   
 
John said that angel sightings are common, however people fear that others won't believe 
them or think they are crazy.  There are angels in the Bible, John said that "God sends the 
Spirit and holy angels (heavenly messengers) to intervene in the life of the church in those 
critical moments when we cannot save ourselves.  It is this mostly unseen force that guides us 
and keeps the church alive".   
 
Here is one of the stories that John has shared from his books.  This one is from "Angels: 
Guardians of Souls". 
 
"In the scriptures we read of many instance when angels intervened to assist someone.  One of 
the most dramatic is reported in Acts 5:12-25: 
Now many signs and wonders were done among the people through the apostles.  And they 
were all together in Solomon's Portico.  None of the rest dared to join them, but the people 
held them in high esteem.  Yet more than ever believers were added to the Lord, great 
numbers of both men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and 
laid them on cots and mats, in order that Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he 
came by.  A great number of people would also gather from the towns around Jerusalem, 
bringing the sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all cured.  Then the 
high priest took action; he and all who were with him (that is, the sect of the Sadducees), being 
filled with jealousy, arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison.  But during the 
night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors, brought them out, and said, "Go, stand in 
the temple and tell the people the whole message about this life". 
 
I remember hearing this story when I was a child in Sunday school and kind of assuming that 
that was then and this is now.  Angels rescued people in the Bible, this I understood.  It never 



occurred to me that angels still rescue people today.  And it wasn't until I began to collect 
vision stories in 1999 that my world-view began to change.  My education began late one 
Sunday afternoon when the phone rand and Marjorie Evans, a retired elementary school 
teacher from Irvine, California introduced herself.  She is also a freelance writer and had read 
my invitation to send vision stories in a writers' newsletter. 'I have a vision story I would like to 
tell you,' Marjorie said. 
 
'It began as a tranquil Sunday afternoon in May.  We were in a hurry to get to a Welsh hymn 
sing at a historic church in an old section of Los Angles so we sped past the once-regal 
Victorian houses, their beauty long since faded.  Suddenly a young boy, about nine years of 
age, darted from an overgrown yard into the street.  My husband immediately slammed on the 
brakes, but there was absolutely no way to stop the car before the child would be hit.  Horror-
stricken, I gasped, "Help, Lord!" Instantly, the boy stopped in mid-stride, as if a giant, unseen 
hand had reached down and grabbed the collar of his pale red shirt and held him immobile.  
Like a statue he stood there, his body slightly bent forward and his right foot poised in mid-air.  
He was absolutely motionless, as if riveted to that spot, inches from death, as we slid past him.  
After the car skidded to a stop, we got out to see if the child needed help.  For a moment or 
two he remained in suspended animation, a look of bewilderment on his face.  Then, shaking 
his head, he slowly lowered his right foot down to the pavement, turned, and ran back into the 
yard.  Seizing my husband's hand, I cried, ""for he will command his angels concerning 
you...on their hands they will bear you up...' Honey, we've just witnessed a miracle!  "When she 
had finished Marjorie said, "Is this a story you would like to have for your book."  I said, "Oh, 
yes." 
 
If you have an angel story please share and I will also share some more of John's stories with 
you in the upcoming weeks, but if you want more now there is a link below.  We are also 
looking to have an angel tree for Christmas in the sanctuary.  If you have an angel you can 
share or would like to donate to the church please bring it to church.  (If it is a share put your 
name on it)! 
 

Here is a link to more material from John: https://www.amazon.com/Vision-
Stories-John-Sumwalt/dp/0788018965 , https://www.amazon.com/Sharing-Visions-
John-Sumwalt/dp/0788019708 


