
 

Where Do We Begin? 

November 15, 2020 

Twenty-Forth Sunday After Pentecost  

 
1Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30  
 
"Well done good and faithful servant... come and join in your master's happiness" (Matthew 25:21).  
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, "Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm." We are all 
born "wide-eyed," so to speak. We delight in the enthusiastic wonder of an infant who hears the 
jingle of keys, or sees for the first time some colorful toy. Often, we are inspired by persons of 
advanced years who still maintain a youthful air -- a spirit of enthusiastic wonder for the blessings 
of life.  
 
Jesus challenges us to a mightily enthusiastic response to His call to new life. And that is the very 
point Jesus makes in today's Gospel Lesson: The Parable of the Talents ... That word talent’s 
original meaning in the Greek of the New Testament refers to a huge sum of money. In the ancient 
world, a talent was worth what an ordinary laborer earned over the course of fifteen years. Thus, 
giving each of his servants one or more talents, the master in this story is entrusting them with a 
fortune. 

This is the story of three servants who are entrusted with various sums of their master's money to 
invest. One receives five talents and in today’s money would be equivalent to $ 4,738,425. Another 
receives two talents equal to $ 1,895,370. The third receives the one talent equal to $ 947,685 in 
today’s wages. Jesus points out that each of the three men is given funds according to his ability. 
The first two men perform up to their respective capabilities. They invest the money wisely and, in 
both cases, a handsome return is generated. This pleases the master immensely. He says, "Well 
done good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small matters I will trust you 
with greater; come and join in your master's happiness" (Mt. 25:21).  

The third man, however, does not perform up to his capability. He is afraid of risk. Instead of 
investing the money given to him, he hoards it, buries it. Consequently, it does not bear interest 
and appreciate in value as did the money invested by the other two men. Seeing this, the master 
expresses his displeasure in some rather vivid language, calling the servant a "good for nothing 
servant." Then he says, "Throw him out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of 
teeth" (Mt. 25:26,30).  
 
If we allow the Lesson to become lost in translation, we might well imagine that Jesus is 
contradicting His many other teachings about money. He seems to be aligning himself with the 
"haves" and condemning the "have-nots." But that is not His purpose. Jesus' purpose cuts deeper 
than that. Jesus is asking His Galilean audience to identify the third employee's conduct with that of 
the Pharisees. "Lord, I knew you were a hard man," the third man said. Out of fear he did nothing. 
Jesus, therefore, is telling the Galileans not to be deceived by the Pharisees who teach them to 



cringe before God in this way.  
 
There are four simple and direct points we can relate to in this parable:  
 
(1) As long as we are unwilling to risk our lives for God's purposes, there can be no enrichment of 
life. In doing nothing, we gain nothing;  

(2) The power we receive from God to live life more abundantly grows with use and withers with 

disuse;  

(3) When we faithfully carry out the responsibilities God assigns to us, we merit the assignment of 

even greater responsibilities;  

(4) The image of a fierce and exacting master is a distorted image of God. God our Father is a 

gracious, compassionate, merciful, forgiving and caring God.  

 

There is an ancient legend in which a holy prophet went into the market place once a week to 

proclaim against the evil that people do to one another and the good they fail to do to one another. 

But, week-after-week, month-after-month, year-after-year, the good deeds continued to be 

outnumbered by the evil deeds. Despite all his efforts, the holy prophet didn't seem to be making 

any progress among his people. Finally, his friends and followers came to him and begged him to 

cease his futile efforts to change people's hearts. The prophet replied, "I must continue to speak 

out lest I too become one of them."  

 

Lest we become "one of them," our faith in the Lord Jesus demands that the very life we live 

becomes a day-in and day-out, week-in and week-out, year-in and year-out proclamation of the 

Good News of a Gracious God who loves us with an infinite love.  

 

Lest we become "one of them," our faith demands that the very life we live becomes a day-in and 

day-out proclamation of the exciting, creative, daring, adventurous New Life of loving service into 

which the Lord Jesus is calling us.  

 

In First Thessalonians, the Apostle Paul recalls the time when he walked among the people of 

Thessalonia, saying,  

 

"Like a mother feeding and looking after her own children, we felt so devoted and protective 

toward you, and had come to love you so much, that we were eager to hand over to you not only 

the Good News but our whole lives as well" (I Thess.2:7-8).  

 

How beautifully Paul reminds us of our responsibility, as Christ's followers, not only to hear the 

Word, not only to proclaim the Word, but also to live the Word.  



 

We are called to work together to make this earth that place where the Kingdom of God can be 

realized in the lives of all peoples. We are called to live authentically and fully the prophetic role of 

caring, which Paul describes so beautifully.  

 

We are called to take a leadership role in caring for one another: "The light of the world," Jesus 

calls His loyal followers.  

 

We are not called to play the games of prideful, power-hungry people. We are called to respond in 

love to the needs of all God's children. The Kingdom of God is not being built by the high-and-

mighty of our generation. The Kingdom of God is being built with the love and concern of humble 

servants of the Lord.  

 

A little first-grader was always upset when they served hot lunches in the school cafeteria. One day, 

for some reason, they served peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. Whereupon the little fellow, 

feeling very self-satisfied, marched up to the cafeteria manager and said, "At last we get a home-

cooked meal around here."  

 

Whether it's someone in need of a home-cooked meal, or financial support, or an emotional lift, or 

a healing hand, or a sympathetic ear, or an understanding heart, we are called to respond as humble 

servants. We are called to share our gifts, our talents, our resources, our lives with others. And, of 

course, we are called to proclaim to our brothers and sisters everywhere the Good News of a 

Gracious God who loves us –  

all of us -- and wants us for His own.  

 

A United States Senate Chaplain often told the story of a complaining woman who confronted him 

when he was a pastor. She told him that she was sick and tired of his preaching about Jesus telling 

us to love one another. So much so, she told him that henceforth she was going to Church 

elsewhere. Months later, he was again confronted by the woman. "Well, I'm back," she said. "I've 

been to every Church in the entire area, and they're all saying the same thing." (To which we might 

add, "If they're not, they should be").  

 

"The Son of Man Himself did not come to be served but to serve ... anyone who wants to become 

great among you must be your servant."  

 

When Jesus' ministry of service was about to begin, John the Baptist proclaimed Him as the 

Messiah who would "baptize in the Holy Spirit." Before Jesus dispatched the Apostles on their 

ministry of service, He commissioned them in these words,... 



  

“Proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.’” Mat. 10:7 

   “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations (all neighbors), baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 

that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the end  of the age.”  

Mat 28:19 


