
 

 

Your Daily Church Epistle 
Thursday, November 12, 2020  
 
Hello Church!  

 We have arrived at 1 Thessalonians 4 in our study, and I am so excited! And thank you 

for accepting my passion for church history. What we have in 1 Thessalonians is a source 

document of  the earliest written Christian theology. Cool beans! This is not the oral traditions 

of  Genesis, the carefully recorded histories that make up about 50% of our Bibles. This 

chapter has more in common with reading Deuteronomy as Moses’ sermon series before the 

Hebrew people entered the Promised Land, or Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount than most of  

Paul’s very practical writing.  

 We are not dependent on historians to read where Paul was as he wrote because Luke 

wrote our Christian history in Acts. Again, Luke was inspired and in their reading the Church 

recognized his inspiration as God given and then preserved it for reading in churches around 

the globe and across time. Luke wrote a big story in the tight limits of  his writing technology. 

Of all the books in the Bible, Acts is the only one we can read with the same skills we use to 

read our own daily news. We know it is a summary of  real word events that affect us. 

 The mission Paul was on in Athens was a turning point in the church that led to the 

new word “Christian” being coined as the name of followers of  Jesus, the Christ. In Acts 

17:16-34, Luke captured Paul’s preaching in writing. As a preacher, Paul was so well known that 

could not leave Athens to go back to Thessalonica to encourage the church he had helped 

start there. (See our last three Thursday DCEs.) Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit he 

wrote a letter to be hand delivered to First Thessalonian Church.   

 Paul wrote an ethic of  how we Christians should live in this moment because Christ 

could return at any time. In the how now we should live section, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12, the 

Christian ethic Paul taught/teaches changed little from Genesis 2 when God created the first 

human parents. It is still applicable and still remarkably like the ethics of  Judaism and Islam, the 

other two Abramic traditions. The big Christian idea is in the first section of  1 Thessalonians 

4:9-11. While I hope you look up the full passage, here my underling of  the practical from my 

Revised Standard Study Bible:  

 “. . . now concerning the love of  the brothers and sisters . . . you yourselves have been 

taught by God to love one another . . . But we urge you, beloved, to do so and more and more, 



to aspire to live quietly, to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands . . . so that you 

may behave properly toward outsiders and be dependent on no one.” 

 The problem the Thessalonians faced was that as Christians they were perceived as a 

threat to both the economy and the political powers of  their time. Even though we no longer 

threaten pagan religious prostitution with our monogamy (1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 & Acts 17), 

Paul still inspires us to love our neighbors as extended family, loving them as Christ loved us 

with our hard working contributions to the community serving as our first witness to what it 

means to follow Jesus on The Way. It is a theme Paul will come back to repeatedly in 

everything he wrote that the Church preserved as Scripture. “Christian, live a life that inspires 

others to want to know more about following Jesus.” 

Other world religions teach a person should live a certain way to find God. We teach 

that because God has found us, we live lives of  gratitude and from gratitude are then blessed 

to know God more fully.  The why we should live this way is unique to Christians. We practice 

personal holiness because we are looking forward to Christ’s unexpected return and our being 

united with Him. We live as we do now because our future hope is to be united with Christ in 

eternal life as children of the Creator. Our belief  is still a big heresy for Jews and Muslims who 

accept Christ’s ethical teachings but not his divinity. Our belief  was also a big heresy for the 

Roman Empire who had just given up the idea that emperors were divine, in favor of  simply 

having a divine right to rule. Our belief  is still questioned, especially when our lives are a 

testimony of  hypocrisy as followers of  Christ who taught us to love our neighbors (even the 

one who voted for the other candidate) because we love God.  

I cannot tell you how many times writing this epistle that I hit the backspace key 

because the words to describe living with Christ Jesus are a circular idea that defies description 

in linear rows of  English prose. It begins with God’s love for us (John 3:16) and swirls like a 

virus in the breeze  to share God’s love to others so that through us they can catch the love as 

well. But like the common cold it does not stop but reinfects us with Christ’s love for God and 

all humanity. In my head, it is a brilliant ballet taken off  the limits of  a small stage and danced 

openly in the marketplace that needs something other than words in linear order to explain it 

well.  

So, have I given you something to ponder? Are you living your life with others out of  

the love and hope Christ has shared with you? 

More next week as we wrap up 1 Thessalonians! Then on to Advent where there are 

Angles All Around! Or so I have heard.  

Grace abounds on the way with Christ!  



Rev. Dawn  

  


