
Your Daily Church Epistle 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020 
 
Hi, 
This is Harriet Enloe with your daily epistle, 
 
On last Monday Rev Dawn invited us to join her in keeping Liturgy of the Hours. I 
decided to try to do that.  I find myself praying often either prayers of joy or 
intercessory prayers.  I thought Liturgy of the Hours would give me a very intentional 
time to pray.  I also wanted to reach for God’s word in the Bible as a part of that 
prayer.  I looked up the Wikipedia definition of Liturgy of the Hours. It is interesting 
to set my alarms for the reminder to pray.  I find my alarms going off at inconvenient 
times.  I imagine when the monks set these times, they had very predictable lives.  
They could plan their tasks around their prayer time.  I can see that this will take 
practice on my part. 
 
I like Psalm 138 especially verses 3 and 7.  Over the years I have experienced times of 
great joy and of great pain, as I am sure you have too.  From the time I was very small 
I knew I could call out to God.  The answers that God gave me weren’t always what I 
expected.  And often later I could see how God was with me, sustaining me. 
Right now, the election results aren’t in.  Right now, Covid is raging.  Right now, I am 
concerned with the safety of my family.  Right now, my perfect prayer is:  

 
Psalm 138 Of David. 

138 I give thanks to you with all my heart, Lord.[a] 
    I sing your praise before all other gods. 

2 I bow toward your holy temple 
    and thank your name 

    for your loyal love and faithfulness 
        because you have made your name and word 

        greater than everything else.[b] 
3 On the day I cried out, you answered me. 

    You encouraged me with inner strength.[c] 
4 Let all the earth’s rulers give thanks to you, Lord, 

    when they hear what you say. 
5 Let them sing about the Lord’s ways 
    because the Lord’s glory is so great! 

6 Even though the Lord is high, 
    he can still see the lowly, 

    but God keeps his distance from the arrogant. 



7 Whenever I am in deep trouble, 
    you make me live again; 

    you send your power against my enemies’ wrath; 
    you save me with your strong hand. 
8 The Lord will do all this for my sake. 

Your faithful love lasts forever, Lord! 
    Don’t let go of what your hands 

    have made. 
 

Scott Carlson wrote in the Devotions for the Wisconsin Annual Conference 

Obstacles and hurt come our way. That is one thing that this year has taught us. Just 
being alive means that we have to regularly face the challenges of life. When we walk 
through difficulties pursuing our life dream or facing the death of a child or loved 
one, may our faith remind us that whatever challenges we may be facing, God is with 
us. God is giving us each other to help each other.  And God will go before us. May 
we learn to open our eyes to see God around us. May we learn to live with hope, 
courage and trust in this one who has us created us and gently holds us. 

 

Prayer:  Holy God, thank you for calling us. Thank you for claiming us. Thank 
you for walking with us and going before us in this very challenging life. It is 
such a gift to know that we are not alone. When challenges overwhelm us, 
guide us into your healing presence. In the hope Jesus offers us, Amen. 

 
 


