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I’d like to share a story of a man named “Chief” from the book The United Methodist 
Way: Living Our Beliefs by Kenneth L . Carder. A local station televised a 
documentary on the homeless in Knoxville, TN. One of those interviewed, “Chief “ 
lived in a makeshift tent on the bank of the Tennessee River. Though homeless and 
addicted to alcohol, Chief was intelligent, sensitive and compassionate. He could 
converse with University of Tennessee students and faculty about philosophy and 
politics as easily as he could discuss survival skills with street peers. He often visited 
the soup kitchen at the local United Methodist Church, where he engaged the pastors 
in theological discussions. The televised documentary closed with a camera shot of 
Chief returning along the River to his crude shelter. Shaking his head from side to 
side, Chief was saying, “the world ain’t supposed to be like this”. (p. 137) 
 
Several months after Chief was featured in the documentary on homelessness, his 
body was found floating down the Tennessee River. Apparently, he had fallen into the 
River and drowned. The church he visited weekly for lunch and attended occasionally 
for worship planned a memorial service for him. His family members from whom he 
alienated were contacted and the word was circulated among his friends who populate 
the homeless shelters and roamed the city streets. Notices of the memorial service 
were posted on the nearby U T campus and among the professionals who worked in 
downtown offices.  
 
A large congregation of diverse people gathered to share grief-rich and poor, young 
and old, professional and unskilled, professors and persons who could not read, the 
addicted and those in recovery, the insiders and the outsiders. Stories of experiences 
with Chief were told amid tears and laughter. Barriers crumbled, reconciliation 
appeared, hope surfaced, and commitment to care for one another emerged. At 
Chief’s memorial service, for a brief time, “the world was what it was suppose to 
be!”(p. 145) 
 
Mathew 25:1-13 talks about the 10 bridesmaids with oil lamps. This parable is 
directing us to do the will of God and not stop. By doing the will of God using the 
gifts He has given us, we will be ready when He comes. Stay focused on God.  
 



When I taught at the University of Memphis, a student came up to me immediately 
after the first class and said she wanted to be prepared for the class, but had a learning 
disability and wanted to know ahead of time what was required of her. I had passed 
out the syllabus and reviewed it with the class, but she needed further instruction to 
help overcome her difficulties. Each of us thinks and learns differently and when we 
are listening to the Lord, we are interpreting the message uniquely. Your way of 
preparation will be different than mine, but there are specific steps we can take to be 
prepared for the Lord’s coming.  
 
First step: Read and study God’s word daily and understand what is asked of you as a 
Christian. Each time you read a verse, you will receive a new perspective and 
understanding. Be patient.  
 
Second step: Pray to God when you rise and before bedtime, driving in the car, at 
school or work, at home, walking, cooking meals. 
 
Third step: Worship the Lord with others. If not able to come to church or attend via 
Zoom, then call others, e if possible and celebrate God’s love with them. Be open to 
new ideas of worshiping the glory of our Lord.  
 
Fourth step: Live by the Spirit. A good friend of mine told me that after he gave 
himself completely and was saved, his whole life changed. His persona was different. 
He started studying scripture daily, increased his prayer time and focused on healthy 
eating habits. We all notice that he smiles all the time. People stop him and ask if he’s 
ok. He shares his walk with the Lord and how the Holy Spirit has changed him. He is 
living his life for the Lord. 
 
Fifth step: Love one another unconditionally. That means no matter what someone 
has done, you are to love them as Jesus would. It makes no difference what their life 
style is or their culture. Love them with all your heart and thank God everyday for 
those you meet in your life. 
 
Don’t let COVID 19 get the best of your spiritual life. Chief devoted his life to the 
Lord and it showed. When someone sees me, does the light of Jesus shine through 
me? Do I take the time to sit and listen? We have no idea when He will come again or 
when we will be called to Him, but we must be ready. That is what this lesson teaches 
us.  
 
 



Heavenly Father. Thank you for your unending love for us. Guide us and direct 
us in our prayers to you. You are the shepherd and we are your sheep. It is in 
your Son’s name we pray. Amen  
 

 


