
Your Daily Church Epistle 
Thursday, November 5, 2020 

Hello Church!  

            We are blessed with both another beautiful day and the fellowship of spirit 
with each other. One thing I like about having a written Bible study plan for our 
Thursday D.C.E. is that it frees us from our temporary problems.  

This morning as I was making the bed while John’s radio was still on, it struck 
me that this week may become part of the future curriculum that John Amann (or his 
successor if he has retired by then) may have to teach in Advanced Placement United 
States History in a few years when the class of 2032 no longer has a clear personal 
memory of this week’s events. If we still have the Electoral College, maybe this week 
will not need to be taught.  But there is the possibility that these elections of 2000, 
2016, and 2020 could lead to the political will for a constitutional amendment that 
eliminates the Electoral College in favor of a popularly elected president and vice 
president. But if that change happens and then needs to be taught, what will be 
removed from that time-limited, college freshman level curriculum?  

            And what does that have to do with our written Bible study of 1 
Thessalonians? Just this, the world as it was when Paul first wrote is no more. 
Historical memory and documentation of that world exists; the history scholars and 
buffs among us love diving into the connection between the Roman Empire as it was 
and our New Testament as we have it.  

            Theologically speaking, the New Testament is the result of inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit in both the writer and the first readers as they heard God’s voice speak 
through the word.  

Before I go farther here, you are invited to read today’s passage for yourself. 
Since March, I have put a heavy emphasis on reading for what speaks to you; that is 
always the most basic way to approach scripture.  Today, you can still do that, but also 
look for historical markers as well. Please read 1 Thessalonians 2:17 - 3:12. When 
doing on-line Bible study focused on history and literary analysis I usually copy the 
reference, open another tab and go to www.biblegateway.com. There I paste the 
reference in the search engine and voila! There it is! Or you could use your third grade 
Bible, but I find using an alternative was of reading the Bible is helpful when my 
purpose is more analytical than devotional. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

This historical reference I hoped you would spot is in 1 Thessalonians 2:17 to 
3:4. This bit is not part of the Revised Common Lectionary we read in worship and in 
The Upper Room Disciplines 2020. It would be an awfully hard text to preach from. But it 
gives us enough of a glimpse of a hard time that we can know what will follow is good 
stuff for us as we are on the edge of a hard time in human history. We must 
remember that Paul may be completely unaware that the Holy Spirit is inspiring him 
to write Scripture that can speak to us now.  

We can know reliably that Paul was beheaded in about 65 A.D. According to 
Wikipedia, that on-line encyclopedia of all common knowledge, Paul most likely 
wrote this letter late in 52 A.D. If that is correct Claudius was then the Emperor of 
Rome. In his 13 years of leadership, Claudius expanded the Roman Empire to include 
England. Paul took great advantage of this period of the pax Romana to expand the 
influence of the Gospel. Claudius was not averse to using punishment by death as a 
means of keeping his power. He preserved the existing Roman religion and did not 
allow proselytizing in any religion of the Empire. That included Paul preaching, 
particularly declaring that Jesus the Christ was the Son of God.  

That is my one-paragraph summary of the situation at hand as Paul was writing 
to Thessalonian Christians from Athens, It is the reason behind sending the far less 
famous Timothy as his ambassador to check on the church. Paul wrote all his epistles 
in politically troubled times. When he shared the good news of Christ either in the 
public square or by writing a letter, he was committing civil disobedience to the 
Roman Empire.  

Thank God Paul did what he did. We now read and know much more about 
Paul than we do Claudius. The impact of Claudius on our lives now is so minor it has 
fallen away from our core public education history curriculum. But this letter Paul 
wrote, has continued to guide the church for 2000 years. Now that is divine 
inspiration!  

But what spoke to you in your heart as you read it? Scripture speaks, even when 
our focus is on its history.  



 

What spoke to me this week with the questions of leadership facing our 
country are Paul’s comments on rising leadership in the Church: “. . . we sent you 
Timothy, who is our brother and God’s coworker in the good news about Christ. We 
sent him to strengthen and encourage you in your faithfulness. . .. May the Lord cause 
you to increase and enrich your love for each other and for everyone in the same way 
as we also love you.” (1 Thessalonians 3:2, 12) 

The Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write this letter to strengthen us in our 
faithfulness, to encourage us to live our lives in devotion to the Gospel, and to 
increase our love for each other and for our neighbors. Now that will preach! What 
sermon do you need to hear on that thought? How can you encourage others to live 
lives of devotion to the Gospel, to be strong in faith, and to share this God-given love 
we now know as the Church with our neighbors?  

There are more answers to those questions as there are readers of this written 
Bible study. As you ponder them, remember that Claudius no longer influences our 
world, but the basic Christian belief Paul wrote that we now study still does.  

Have you ever wondered if Paul knew his words would live on longer than the 
words of Claudius? They did. And your good works as Christ’s follower will most 
likely live on longer than the outcome of all this careful vote counting.  

May grace abound! And may you recognize it when you see it.  

Rev. Dawn 

 


