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 This morning we are considering again the loving heart of Christ’s teaching captured in 
his Beatitudes, from the opening of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Those of you who were able 
to worship in our sanctuary earlier this year might be saying right now, “Hold on preacher, 
didn’t you already preach on that passage on February second this year?” And if you are that 
person, that is right, I did. And thank you so much for being a good listener! But now, let me 
explain why we are back in the Beatitudes today.  

 Our church, Hudson United Methodist Church is about 170 years old, and across 
those 170 years our local church’s primary ministry has been, is now, and will be offering 
Christian worship for every generation. Worship both praises God and inspires us to live as 
Christ taught. For seventeen decades, Methodists in Hudson have offered Christian worship 
every Sunday. Through our worship, we have helped families have deep holiday memories on 
both Easter and Christmas. Through our worship, we have blessed your weddings in our 
sanctuary. Through our worship, we have shared our hope of eternal life with you in your 
times of deepest grief. Worship is what we do.  

 In this season of our life as a church, we are blessed with an active worship team who 
has chosen to use The Revised Common Lectionary as the guide for our scripture selections 
for most weeks’ worship. As United Methodists we are not obligated to do this, but in this 
COVID era the Lectionary as a Bible reading guide allows us to be creative in many other 
ways from developing a podcast as our primary worship offering which in turn has made it 
possible to be reliably on local access cable television, to finding way to take worship into our 
parking lot both on purpose for special events such as tomorrow night’s Election Eve Prayer 
Service at 4:45 p.m. and in case we need to close our building for two weeks following one of 
our in-building program participants contracting COVID-19. Using the Revised Common 
Lectionary to guide our worship themes grounds us in God’s word and opens a world of 
planning tools for our use along with home devotional tools for everyone. Simply put, the 
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Lectionary, tells us as a worship team what in the word of God we should focus on in our 
ministry of worship this week. 

Today is November 1st, a Christian holiday called All Saints Day. For the recorded and 
live versions of this service, I explained how Halloween and All Saints Day are related. The 
word Halloween is derived from the older name All Hallow’s Eve as in the phrase “hallowed 
be Thy name” in the Lord’s Prayer. “Hallow” means holy or saintly. So, despite popular 
internet rumors to the contrary, Halloween did not begin as a satanic holiday. It began as a 
Christian holiday addressing the worship needs of our European ancestors as they converted 
from the old pagan religions to Christianity. All Saints Day began as the church’s alternative to 
an ancient pagan holiday acknowledging death, a holiday we humans seem to need because 
that same need lies at the heart of our American Memorial Day as well.  

In the time just before Columbus sailed to America as the great cathedrals were being 
built, All Saints Day was the big deal rather than Halloween. And those who had lost a loved 
one to death in the year just past could make a pilgrimage to the cathedral to praise God for 
the blessing of that person in their lives. They did not have either cars or hotels; they traveled 
by foot and often needed a safe place to spend a night. The custom of carving large woody 
pumpkins (cow pumpkins my mother used to call them) was born out of necessity as the 
carved pumpkins would shelter a candle or lamp flame from the wind and at the same time tell 
those traveling to the cathedral that here was a Christian home willing to offer them hospitality 
for the night.  

 Here at Hudson UMC we keep both Halloween as an act of Christian hospitality and 
All Saints Day as a day naming for Christian saints every year. This year our parking lot Trunk 
or Treat offered a safe, socially distanced way for children to enjoy the American version of 
this holiday. For Sunday we adapted our candle lighting service so that it could be done well in 
our podcast and shown on cable access television. We are sending hand made cards to 
everyone who has lost a grandparent, a sibling, a cousin, or close friend this past year. And 
because All Saints Day has special readings, for this year while we are reading the Gospel of 
Matthew, we are invited to hear the Beatitudes once again.  

 One delightful trick of the English language is that in sentences of being, those 
sentences where no one is doing anything in particular and verb is either “is” or “are,” for 
example “Kathy is our church administrator” is that we can flip the subject of the sentence to 
the back of the sentence and the sentence will still make sense, “Our church administrator is 
Kathy.” So, on this All Saints Day, rather than read “Blessed are they who mourn” we can 
read “They who mourn are blessed.”  Doing this leads us to ask, “Why are those who mourn 
blessed?” And for this Jesus taught “those who mourn are blessed because they will be 
comforted.” (Matthew 5:4 across this paragraph)  
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 Every one of the candles we lit in the podcast represents the life of a person that I 
knew. All of them were involved in this church and I was blessed to be their last pastor. In 
their life stories are times when they were either pour in spirt or when they brought the 
kingdom of God to another person who was. In their life stories are times when they either 
mourned or when they brought comfort to another person who was mourning. In every life 
story, they all longed for mercy and then received it. For every Beatitude we read earlier today, 
there is a life story in this group of saints where one of them was the person Christ chose to 
bless a world in need.  

 We remember their lives. We remember how they followed Christ.  

 This is my third All Saints Service this week, because I am a United Methodist preacher 
and part of a connectional church in this COVID era. The first was part of our virtual 
Wisconsin Annual Conference gathering where we said their names for a list of saints. For me, 
there were four close friends in that group. The second was in our regular weekly district clergy 
gathering by Zoom where our district superintendent, Rev. Barb Certa-Warner, gave us all the 
opportunity to light a candle and say the name of a saint in our lives. In that service we had 
saints named who passed in the last year, such as the saint I named—my dear friend Myrtle 
Foster. We had saints named who had passed decades ago, such as my friend Tim’s father. 
And we had saints named that include those who are still with us, one a Sunday school teacher 
who taught a first-generation Christian how to pray, and that new Christian is now a pastor still 
supported by that Sunday school teacher’s prayer.  

 Perhaps you have a name that you need to say now of a saint that was Christ’s source 
of blessing in your life. If you want, you can write that person’s name here:  

 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

  Every name we say today is a person who brought God’s grace to another person. 
Most of them attended worship. In worship they were inspired to be a blessing through the 
inspired words of other saints we now call our Scripture.  

 One of those saints was John, one of Jesus’ first disciples. Of those twelve men, John 
was the only one to die of natural causes in old age. Like Paul, Peter, James, and Jude, John 
wrote pastoral letters to the church that the church recognized as God inspired writing, 
Scripture. As you remember the saints in your life today, as you say their names, I invite you to 
hear this direction from John about our living so we too can be Christ’s means of blessing for 
someone else. 
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“And now, children, stay with Christ. Live deeply in Christ. Then we will be 
ready for him when he appears, ready to receive him with open arms, with no cause for 
red-faced guilt or lame excuses when he arrives. Once you’re convinced that he is right 
and righteous, you’ll recognize that all who practice righteousness are God’s true 
children. 

“What marvelous love the Father has extended to us! Just look at it—we are 
called children of God! That’s who we really are. But that is also why the world doesn’t 
recognize us or take us seriously, because it has no idea who he is or what he’s up to. 
But friends, that is exactly who we are: children of God. And that is only the beginning. 
Who knows how we will end up! What we know is that when Christ is openly revealed, 
we will see him—and in seeing him, become like him. All of us who look forward to 
his Coming stay ready, with the glistening purity of Jesus’ life as a model for our own.” 
(John 2:28-3:3, The Message) 

 Amen.  


