
  
 

Your Daily Church Epistle 
Monday, October 26, 2020   
 
Hello Church!  

 Rita, Deacon Susan, and I are back from our screens after attending Annual 

Conference via Zoom Webinar. And now I am back in my writing studio, although it is tidier 

because I was unable to wander the halls during Annual Conference and therefore sorted 

through some clutter as I listened instead. 

 Today’s DCE has two parts, Annual Conference observations and my reflection on 

being a podcast worshipper. I will take them in reverse order, so if  the thought of  Annual 

Conference observations bores you, just stop when you get to that heading.  

 On Being a Podcast Worshipper  

 Every week I watch the completed podcast in the editing software before it goes out to 

you online. This week, my soul was captured from the first welcome to the last chord. Thank 

you to LeAnn for recording a musical opening. Our Sanctuary Singers sound better with every 

recording session. Darci is a well-informed student of  the Bible and an excellent preacher. We 

are blessed that she is a writer first, because for our USPS congregation and other her sermon 

really models applying Christ’s command in our every day lives. 

 As a regular participant in our Wednesday Zoom Study Group, Darci is very 

transparent with the rest of  us about her study habits. Darci is a journal keeper. No matter 

what curriculum we have selected, Darci always has a journal with her reading notes, 

observations, and questions. Always. It does not matter if  the current curriculum has fill-in in 

the blank questions or not, Darci has a notebook. And our church is blessed because of  her 

habit. We saw that in her particular weave of  Scriptures through her sermon.  

 For me, Darci’s primary analogy of  growing deeply in love with her husband was 

where my pondering sits. It reminded me that we, the Church, are the bride of  Christ. We 

once did not know Christ, but as we met and courted, we grew in love and in a desire to get to 

know each other better. I know Darci had other applicable points, but in the hours since I 

heard her sermon, I found myself  wondering if  I am willing to court those who could meet 

Christ through me. I know it was not the point Darci was making, but sermons are not 

lectures. Sermons are inspired both in the preaching and in the hearing. In Darci’s analogy, I 

am inspired to reconsider how I share the love I have found in Christ with my neighbors.  



 I also was moved to tears with the recording of  “This Is My Song” (United Methodist 

Hymnal, #437). It is my husband’s favorite hymn, especially the second verse. To hear Randy’s 

fine baritone with Heather’s musical accompaniment and notice that John found pictures of  

Scottish travels I want to make as the overlay for “other lands”—well if  there was ever love 

made audible and visible on a computer screen, it was in that hymn.  

 While I missed seeing our sanctuary and Zoom worshippers, it was so good to 

experience what our podcast worshipper receive. It was a blessing to be in worship through the 

Spirit with you.  

 Annual Conference Observations 

 First, we may be adjourned, but we are not done yet. The work of  the Annual 

Conference is ongoing and soon will be more evident in our growth as Christians who love 

our neighbors.  

 Meeting by Zoom Webinar was far less acrimonious that our last gathered meeting in 

July of  2019 when the issues of  LGBTQ inclusion and racism clashed during our election of  

delegates to the next General Conference, now reset to August 2021. That was hard. This year 

was easier, and we made good progress on a vision for ministry we set for ourselves in 2019 

due to the pain we saw in ourselves.  

 In 2019, members of  Black Methodists for Church Renewal (BMCR), put forward a 

motion that we educate ourselves better on issues of  both privilege and race. We are seeking 

what our bishop, a naturalized Korean American, has dubbed “The Wisconsin Way,” a way of  

including everyone at Christ’s table of  grace. That motion was adopted in 2019 unanimously. 

This year we approved the task force’s plans for next steps by giving it funding in our 2021 

budget—and we did so without cutting funding to our health and welfare ministries, our 

camps, our campus ministries, and our cabinet. There are fiscal savings to be had in a 

pandemic—Zoom costs far less than mileage, a savings for many boards while still doing 

effective ministry. Also, there are scale of  economy monies to be used since much of  our 

conference’s work is in areas of  social justice—some focus on racism, some focus on LGBTQ 

inclusion, and some of us focus on where the two meet. But to be clear, there is a gap in 

understanding that will require effective analysis and education. By agreeing to address that gap, 

we Methodists should be a testament of  what it means “to forgive as we are forgiven” (The 

Lord’s Prayer) and “love our neighbors as we love ourselves.” (Christ’s Great Command, part 

II) 

 Speaking of  budgets, we passed a 2021 Wisconsin Annual Conference budget that can 

be met by the apportionments received in 2020. Most local churches are paying their 

apportionments without restrictions, just as Hudson does. As a member of  our Conference 



Board of  Global Ministries, this makes me happy because we oversee the funding of  our 

Health and Welfare Ministries including Harbor House, AND we do mission motivation and 

education including equipping the work of  Volunteers in Missions. It is a complete blessing 

that when we meet in November 2020 via Zoom we will not have to figure out which 

programs won’t happen and focus instead on what we can do with our pandemic savings on 

travel related expenses.  

 Related to the LGBTQ issues present in the fractures of  our denomination, we 

Wisconsin United Methodists did pass a motion for the funding of  pastors’ pensions should a 

church decide to depart from the United Methodist Church under the provisions of  the 

February 2019 Special General Conference. This new conference rule clearly defines a local 

church’s obligation to meet the pension needs of the appointed pastor serving them when 

they make the decision to leave our connection. It was passed as written in the pre-conference 

materials, and I would be happy to send the rule’s full text to anyone who asks for it on 

hudsonumcpastor@gmail.com next Monday. (I only read that address once a week. If  you 

need me sooner via email, Kathy can give you my personal professional account that I read 

several times a week.)  

 So, this is my epistle for today. I am not sure it is inspired, but I assure you that I am 

inspired to love you as I love my neighbors—a sign of  God’s gracious love of  us all.  

 May Grace abound.  

 Rev. Dawn 
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