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 Sometimes, we find ourselves in very difficult situations in life.  Take the case of a young 
newspaper photographer.  His editor roused him out of bed in Los Angeles and told him to quickly 
get to the airport.  A fire was raging out of control in the foothills of the mountains surrounding 
the city.  There would be a chartered plane waiting for him to take him up so that he could get 
those spectacular photos for the paper-the kind that wins prizes. 
 He jumped into his car, sped to the airport, and zoomed out to the runway itself.  Sure, 
enough there was the airplane.  Leaping from his car, he dashed into the co-pilot's set and shouted 
to the pilot, "Okay, let's go."  Off they went. At about five thousand feet, he began getting out his 
camera equipment.  He told the fellow flying the plane to take him over the fire so that he could 
begin shooting his pictures. 
 From the other side of the cockpit, there was a deafening silence.  Then he heard the flier 
say, "O Lord, aren't you the instructor?" 
 Many times, I think we feel that way: we are in some sort of religious or ethical quagmire, 
not knowing what to do or where to turn.  We need directions.  We want help.  We want the 
instructor!  And I think we want THE INSTRUCTOR, Jesus Christ, most when it comes to what 
may be life's toughest questions: "Why am I here?"  We want an answer because so often we may 
be like that eager photographer: racing through life, darting here and there, never really stopping to 
ask any questions-until one day, in a tough time, it hits us: "Why am I here, anyway?"                                                                                                                        
 Jesus gives some simple answers.  But, as is often the case, His answers generate additional 
questions.  The questions that arise can help us deal with this question-"Why am I here?"-can you 
begin to live a fuller, more satisfying, and more giving life. 
 Why are we here?  To begin with, we are here to love God.  All right, you say, I can accept 
the task: we should love God.  But, that's easy for Jesus to say.  I may be here to love God, but 
how can I do that?  How can we possibly love God?  What a monumental, awesome task!  Can 
anyone ever really love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength?   
 How can it be done? 
 Let me suggest that the HOW of loving God is expressed in our trying to have toward God 
a total commitment of mind, body, soul-as the commandment says.  A starting point for a new life 
is a commitment to God that is complete.  And, by the way, it cannot be 50% or 75%. 
 You cannot partially study God.  You cannot partially give yourself to the Lord and to 
something else.  To do so runs the risk of losing everything. 
 Why are we here in part?   To love God and to love Him completely. 
 How do we do it?  By being as committed as we possibly can be. 
 In a way, I think that this commitment is like that of long-married couples.  They each 
become so intertwined with the other, it is hard to know where one spouse leaves off and the other 
begins. 
 A writer, Herbert O'Donnell, tells of a time in his childhood when his grandmother died and 
was buried in a churchyard in Ireland.  He was not there for the funeral, but a year later, was over 
visiting family on holiday.  One day, everyone piled into the car to go visit relatives some distance 
away.  O'Donnell was seated in the back seat with his grandfather.  As the car passed the graveyard, 



O'Donnell writes, "My grandfather, thinking he was unobserved, pressed his face against the 
window of the car and with a small, hidden motion of his hand, waved.  It was then I came to my 
first understanding of the majesty and vulnerability of love." 
 That's a way of thinking about how we must love God: so completely, so utterly, that people 
see the "majesty of love."  There must be a total commitment in this loving.  Loving God: the first 
step in answering, "Why am I here?" 
 But why else are we here?  We are also here to love ourselves.  At this point, the question is 
not "how do I do this?"  We all know how to love ourselves, or we think we do.  Advertisers spend 
millions trying to get us to do just that-love ourselves by buying this or that; living here, not there; 
driving this, not that.  You probably have seen those commercials for bath oil where the woman 
indulges herself with a long, luxurious soak.   The implicit message: Here's how to love yourself; 
indulge in a hot tub with our product.  No-the "how" is not a problem.   
 In this case, the question is "why?"  Why should I love myself?  Isn't that selfish?  
Egotistical?  Unchristian?  Self-centered?  Against what Jesus teaches about selflessness and giving 
of oneself to other people?  No, loving yourself is not against all those things.  Why?  Because if 
you do not love yourself, if you are not confident about yourself, satisfied with yourself, content 
with yourself, you will have a terrible time loving God and definitely you will never love your 
neighbor. 
 You see how Jesus phrases this?  "Love your neighbor as yourself."  And, if you do not like 
yourself, what will you do to the poor guy who happens to live next to you?  Instead of wondering, 
"why am I here" your neighbor will be thinking, "I wish he weren't here."   
 You can love God by giving yourself fully to Him.  And you can love yourself by believing 
that a loving God cares for you and values you.  You see, too many people in this world think they 
are no good and unloved.  Others tell them that; families cruelly reinforce this.  Society says in 
essence: "You're worthless."  
 As terrible as such statements are, as awful as such treatment is, the real problem is... if you 
believe it! 
 Louisa May Alcott was told by an editor she would never be able to write anything that 
would have popular appeal.  She persisted anyway.  But what if she had listened to that gloomy 
assessment?  There would be no Little Women, or the successful novel, Little Men, as part of 
American literature.  Alcott persisted. 
 Henry Ford revolutionized manufacturing in general and the automobile industry 
specifically: but in his first car, he forgot to put in a reverse gear!  How stupid!  But Ford persisted. 
 The very first time he sat for university examinations Albert Einstein flunked every last one 
of them.  Einstein persisted. 
 Love God with all that you've got.  Love yourself as well.  Don't give in to a world that says, 
"You're no good." 
 Don't stay down in the basement; know that you have a God that loves you and values you 
for being YOU.  Love yourself, and--in doing so--you will move to our third thought. 
 Why are we here?  We are definitely here to love our neighbors.  We love God.  We love 
ourselves.  Then, we love our neighbors.  And all of life, says Jesus, hangs on doing these things: 
loving God, loving ourselves, loving our neighbor.  There is nothing greater.  Otherwise, life is 
meaningless and foolish. 
 We need to love God and we ask, HOW?  We need to love ourselves and we ask WHY?  We 
need to love our neighbor and we end up asking the toughest question, WHO?  We do not ask 



WHY? because most of us, I think, realize that we need to reach out to others.  Ah....But we do ask 
WHO?  Because so often, sadly, we desire to be selective about those to whom we minister. 
 Jesus' answer is clear; but not always clearly heard.  In Luke's Gospel, we heard Jesus' 
answers to that ultimate question, "Why am I here?  But the questioner persists and asks, "But who 
is my neighbor?"  Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
 We are here, Friends, to love all who are our neighbors--no restrictions, no hang-ups, no 
quotas, no formulas.... 
 You help someone.  That someone may someday help someone else, or even helps you.  
And so on and so on and so on.  And all of it a reflection of God's love for us expressed fully in 
Christ Jesus. 
 Why are you here?  To love God.   To love yourself.  To love your neighbor.  As Jesus says, 
"Everything hangs on this."  If you want a full life, this is one hang-up you should welcome. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev. Tony+ 
 


