
 

 

Your Daily Church Epistle 
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 
 
Hello Church, 
 
Last week I encouraged you to pray for all of our leaders and those on the ballot. This 
week I am offering you a few prayers that I curated for you. I am sending you these 
for two reasons. First, prayer is important! It is a way we commune with and be in 
relationship with God. Second, sometimes it is hard to find the words to say when we 
pray. We may be physically and emotionally tired or spiritually drained. We may 
literally be at a loss for words. Praying “Your will be done” is perfectly appropriate for 
times like these. Yet, we may desire a written prayer that speaks what is in our hearts 
and minds for us. 
 
I truly appreciate and deeply respect the gift of writing prayers and liturgy that some 
people possess. It does not come as easily to me as I imagine it does to those I 
admire. I am much more at ease praying out loud as the Spirit leads me. Having to 
write a prayer takes me back to my college creative writing class where we read great 
poetry and prose as models, were taught techniques, and then crafted our own works. 
To do well in the class and be satisfied with my creations required an investment of a 
lot of time and emotional and spiritual energy. I had a similar experience in my 
worship class in seminary. Among the things we were taught was how to craft prayers 
and liturgy for public worship - ones that could be spoken smoothly, were broad and 
inclusive enough that the majority of the congregation would resonate with it and feel 
it reflected our faith. One assignment was to adapt the communion liturgy found in 
our hymnal to various audiences and contexts. That assignment was a labor of love. It 
took a lot of spiritual and emotional energy, and I am grateful my professor required 
us to do it. I never take for granted prayer and liturgy written by others. 
 
Even though my worship class focused on leading the gathered Body of Christ in 
worship and you will likely be praying privately for the election, I offer to you two 
prayers for the upcoming election. (Feel free to switch out the plural pronouns for 
singular pronouns.) 
 

Lord God, as the election approaches, we seek to better understand the issues and concerns that 
confront our city/state/country, and how the Gospel compels us to respond as faithful citizens in our 

community.  



We ask for eyes that are free from blindness so that we might see each other as brothers and sisters, 
one and equal in dignity, especially those who are victims of abuse and violence, deceit and poverty. 

 
We ask for ears that will hear the cries of children unborn and those abandoned, men and women 
oppressed because of race or creed, religion or gender. We ask for minds and hearts that are open to 

hearing the voice of leaders who will bring us closer to your Kingdom. 

We pray for discernment so that we may choose leaders who hear your Word, live your love, and keep 
in the ways of your truth as they follow in the steps of Jesus and his Apostles and guide us to your 

Kingdom of justice and peace. 

We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ and through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

- Author Unknown 

God of mercy, our nation is in a time of great transition. With all of the injustice and fear in our 
world today, we ask you to inspire us and guide us as we participate in the upcoming presidential 

elections. We seek a government that upholds and protects human rights and justice for all its citizens, 
regardless of race, class, gender, or religion. Move and inspire us by your presence among us in the 

most vulnerable in our society. For their tears are your tears, their pain is your pain, their suffering is 
your suffering. In gratitude for the right to vote, we pray. 

- Anna Misleh 

As you read these, are there words and phrases that stir something up in you? Do they 
reflect what is in your heart, mind, and spirit? If these do not speak to you, I offer 
these simple yet powerful words to pray: “Your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.”  Or… “Guide my voting.” Trust that God hears you. 
 
I have another prayer request for you. This coming Saturday, October 24, the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference will take place virtually. The clergy session and laity 
session were held earlier this month. Rev. Dawn, Rita Nichols, and I will be 
participating in the conference. It is during this conference that we conduct the 
business of the church. Each delegate and clergy person will engage in voting on 
various things that will impact the Wisconsin UMC and our churches for the next year 
including the budget, various resolutions, and renewing the covenants with our health 
and welfare ministries.  Because we are conducting Annual Conference virtually this 
year, we will not have the multiple worship services, the Conference bible study, the 
commissioning and ordination service (adaptations were already held so our clergy 
have been commissioned and ordained), meetings of various groups, and time to 
catch up with old friends and make new connections. Will you pray for all of us 
involved in the Conference, including the lay and clergy delegates, the Conference 



staff, and the folks who will be running the technology this week through Saturday? I 
offer this prayer for you to pray: 
 

Holy God, today I lift up the clergy and lay delegates to the Wisconsin Annual Conference. Make 
them aware of your presence as they gather virtually. Make them one in Spirit as they conduct the 

business of your church. Guide all they do so that their work for your glory, is in your name and is for 
your Kin-dom. Bless Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, our Conference staff, and the GNTV staff as they 

manage the technology. May the work of the Wisconsin Annual Conference be a blessing to you and 
the world. May the work further our call and mission to make disciples for the transformation of the 

world. Amen. 
 
We are a praying people. Thank you for your prayers.  

 


