
 

 

Your Daily Church Epistle 
Monday, October 19, 2020 
 

Hello Church!  

 Sunday evenings for many folks is a time for planning. Not for everyone but judging by 

the number of  articles on Pinterest and vlogs on YouTube, Sunday night planning is a thing 

among planners. I know this because I am a planner who enjoys reading about planning. I have 

been accused by my large extended family of  even planning to plan. It is a part of  my unique 

call to ministry. It is part of  my work as your pastor.   

 Sunday evening this week, I chose to search Pinterest for “Christmas 2020.” There 

were many, many toilet paper themed Christmas tree ornaments and one article by a mom 

blogger with preschool children. For us planners, sometimes no information is information. 

And yet this morning in my regular on-line news feed, I read how both presidential campaigns 

are planning should the other campaign lose.  

 This frustrates me because we all will be more directly impacted by Christmas in the 

COVID era—in our spiritual health, in our family interactions, in our mental health, even 

possibly in our physical health. It is not that the peaceful transition of  power after a presidential 

election is not important. It is, but the best thing we can do as American citizens is to pray, to 

vote, and to pray some more. But no matter how our national history unfolds, we will still have 

neighbors here in Hudson who are directly impacted by the pandemic. Neighbors who need 

us to have an action plan to help them see that there are in fact Angels All Around. 

I wondered if  perhaps the old-fashioned women’s magazines at the checkout would be 

addressing the issue. Earlier in the day at County Market, I had purchased my two favorites, so 

with a cup of  herbal tea beside me, I sat down in my recliner to read. Because it is almost 

November, these magazines were focused on Thanksgiving. That was fine, Thanksgiving is the 

beginning of  the American holiday season that extends across Christmas and New Year’s Day 

into Super Bowl Sunday. In the past, I have found menu ideas in their Thanksgiving issues to 

be especially useful for New Year’s Day or “Ramstad Family Christmas” while leaving our 

traditional Thanksgiving meal largely unaltered. 

But again, the search was disappointing. According to my two favorite magazines, 

family gatherings are still on even though Dr. Faucci and Dr. Osterholm, our two regularly 



interviewed epidemiologists who have had the most accurate information in this pandemic, 

agree that we should plan to stay home find ways to gather virtually.  

Therefore, could you please be an angel, and help our worship team, our youth 

team, our mission team, Lynn and I as we plan for a COVID ERA holiday season 

with no good source to draw ideas from? 

The old saying “two heads are better than one, and more heads are better than two” is 

still both true and theologically sound. As Christians, we know that we now are the body of  

Christ made visible in the world. In both Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12, Paul wrote about 

how we are all different parts of  the body, some a foot and others an ear.  

We are also a church of all generations. One big gift of  that reality is that we have some 

members who have deep memories of  other spiritually and emotionally difficult Christmases, 

and we have other members who have imagination and good technical skills. This is a 

powerful combination of  skills to have. We also have a great parking lot for drive-through 

church.  

Therefore, if  you have either memories or ideas that we could use at church or 

promote for use in our homes, please send them to me using hudsonumcpastor@gmail.com 

This way I will read them all at once on Sunday evenings to be able to draw them into a 

common plan.  

Finally, here is some help as you plan your week. In worship, Darci Strutt McQuiston 

will be preaching from The Great Commandment found in Matthew 22:37-21. “You shall love 

the Lord, your God . . . and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Above my desk as I 

write is this Scripture from Jeremiah 29:10, “’I know the plans I have in mind for you,’ declares 

the Lord, ‘they are plans for peace, not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.’” In these 

difficult times, I invite you to join me in prayer and action as we find the plans the Lord has for 

us, plans that will help us share God’s great love to our neighbors. It is from such prayerful 

action that the Lord will redeem our world.  

 

May grace abound in your planning.  

Rev. Dawn 
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