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While our dear friends were with us from Arkansas several weeks ago, we 

decided to celebrate Christmas early knowing we would not see them again this year.  
One of the treats during the celebration was to listen to some 78 wax records my 
father had. We laughed and reminisced, but one recording filled each of our hearts 
with joyful hope during this unusual and trying time in each of our lives.  It was the 
Lord’s Prayer song written in 1947.  

 
The theme this week in the Upper Room Disciplines 2020 is “We Belong to 

God.”  Each reading this week focuses on God’s presence in our lives. So I felt this 
version was appropriate for the week.  

 
Please understand that I am not trying to rush the seasons, but I had to share 

this spirit filled message with you in hopes that you will share this story with your 
children and grandchildren as the Christmas Season approaches.  So grab a cup of 
coffee, sit down and prepare to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  

 
The Lord’s Prayer Song 

Explained to a Child 
1947 by Freeman Josden and Charles Correll 

The setting is a bedtime song/story told to a young girl by her father on Christmas 
Eve. The Lord’s Prayer is being sung on the radio in the background and the Father 

explains to his daughter the meaning of each phrase of the Lord’s Prayer.  As you read 
this you will see how the explanations are so powerful today, 73 years later. 

 
“Our Father which art in heaven” 

“That means Father of all that is good where no wrong can dwell.” 
 

“ Hallowed be thy name” 
“ That means that we should love and respect all that is good.” 
 
“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” 
‘That means, my darling, that as we clean our hearts of all hate and selfishness, 

and fill our hearts with love, the good, the true, and the beautiful, then earth where we 
are now, will be just like heaven.” 



 
“Give us this day our daily bread” 

“That means to feed our hearts and minds with kindness, 
with love and with courage which will make us strong for our daily tasks.” 

 
“And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors” 

“Do you remember the golden rule? Well that says that we must keep the 
golden rule and always do unto others as we want them to do unto us.” 

 
“And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil” 

“That means my darling to ask God to help us do and see and think right so 
that we will neither be led or tempted by anything that is bad.” 

 
“For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever.  Amen” 

“That means darling, that all the world and everything that is in it belongs to 
God’s kingdom, everything; your mommy, your daddy, your little brother, your sister, 

grandma, you and everybody and as we know that and act as if we know that, 
that my darling daughter is the real spirit of Christmas.”AMEN 

 
Prayer :  Heavenly  Father ,  we thank you so much for  your s trength for  us when we 
are  weak, for  you uncondi t ional  love  for  us when lov ing i s  somet imes hard,  and 
for  your immeasurable  pat i ence  for  us .  We ask you,  Father  to  cont inue to  b less  
us each day and espec ia l ly  as  we enter  the  Advent  and Chris tmas Season 
ce l ebrat ing the  ant i c ipat ion and bir th o f  your Son.   Amen 
  
Barbara Hill 
 


