
 

Your Daily Church Epistle 
Thursday, October 15, 2020  

Hello Church!  

            Welcome to the first of my Thursday Bible study on 1 Thessalonians. 
Many of you have asked what sparks my DCE ideas. Mostly inspiration, but for the 
last six weeks, many of them come from too much good biblical material to fit in the 
parameters of a single weekly sermon. All good Sunday sermons address the broadest 
spiritual needs with a good side of evangelism. For many folks, that word may be the 
only word they hear all week on life with Christ.  

            But our DCE has evolved over these last six months to meet another felt need for daily 
human contact coupled with daily spiritual growth. Our Daily Church Epistle has become a 
vital means of binding our church together in this COVID era. So, given our felt need and 
purpose to be a church for all generations, it seems to me that a written Bible study could be 
something interesting to try for five Thursdays. At the end of this DCE is an invitation for one 
of two possible in person mask to mask studies in Fellowship Hall.  

            We begin with an overview reading of the full epistle. What catches me 
more for us in our COVID era is that Paul was writing a letter—an epistle—to a local 
church that was being challenged to remain faithful as they faced a difficult time. The 
city of Thessalonica was not as cosmopolitan as Rome, Athens, or Alexandria, but it 
was not a backwater either. In our minds, we might think of it like either Eau Claire 
or St. Cloud. Both are regional commercial centers located at some important points 
for moving goods and people across country both by highway and by river. 
Thessalonica was a Roman port city located on the Via Egnatia, a land route that by-
passed sailing around the massive peninsula that divided the Aegean Sea from the 
Ionian Sea. On a modern map, the Via Egnatia extends through modern countries of 
Albania, North Macedonia, Greece, and European Turkey, much like I-94 runs from 
Chicago to Fargo and west to Montana.  

In my personal library’s sole commentary on 1 Thessalonians, Bible scholar Dr. 
Abraham Smith is persuaded that perhaps the church in Thessalonica is the first 
Gentile church. They did not have a sanctuary or temple, but met as small groups in 
various homes, often now called “house churches.” Thessalonians, in general, were 
very loyal to the Roman Empire, at the time of Claudius I. Dr. Smith, is convinced 1 
Thessalonians dates from 50 A.D. when Christians’ allegiance to Christ would have 



been fully understood as disloyalty to the Roman emperor, this is the source of 
Christian persecution.  

This is a good point of connection for us with our Christian ancestors in 
Thessalonica. Like them, we live in a time when political loyalty matters. Unlike them, 
the dominant political parties in our time both claim to be the best party for an ethical 
Christian to place their full trust in our system of elections. The rub is that sometimes 
being a Christian leads one to stand outside the political system, as the old saying goes 
“In this world, but not of it.” (a common use paraphrase of what Jesus first said in 
John 15:19) 

As a trained historian, in my fresh read of 1 Thessalonians in a single sitting, I 
noticed many of the same themes as Romans and Philippians but that Paul was not 
writing from jail. He was in Athens on one of his missionary trips. Paul wrote quickly 
without refining his message as he was taking the Good News of Christ out of 
Jerusalem and into the world. He was passionate about bringing Gentiles into the 
salvation promise God originally made with Abraham (Genesis 17:5-6) by adoption 
through Christ’s suffering and sacrificial death on the cross. Paul wrote this letter 
knowing well that what he was writing was extremely dangerous. He understood 
remaining loyal to Christ was a dangerous thing for every Christian Thessalonian.  

            While I passionately believe this letter is Spirit-inspired Christian scripture, 
more than any of his other letters I think Paul was unaware that he was writing 
Scripture. He was a pastor writing a letter to his church the same way I write my DCE 
contributions for all of you. Last week, I watched a Nova documentary on the 
evolution of human writing evolution to today’s internet. According to Nova Paul 
most likely wrote on papyrus, a cheap, temporary form of paper used widely in the 
time of the Roman Empire that as a plant product was highly subject to composting. 
In 1 Thessalonians 3:6, Paul wrote he was inspired to send a letter because of a report 
his disciple, Timothy, made of his recent visit with the Thessalonians. This letter from 
Paul was recognized as Scripture by the Thessalonian church both because it 
summarized all he had taught them with them and all he hoped the Church would 
accomplish until Christ comes again. When this letter was first read, shared, and 
possibly copied among the various house churches in Thessalonica, it was the first 
readers who recognized it as Scripture and preserved it by copying it over and over 
for future generations of Christians.  

            So here we are 1970 years later in an era when it is dangerous for us to gather 
for our way of worshipping on Sunday mornings in our sanctuary. While our danger is 
a virus, it is also a difficult time to be a Christian. Our difficulty is an opportunity for 



us to take this time when we finally have time to read and apply our minds to a part of 
Scripture written specifically to help us be faithful followers of Jesus Christ.  

            Your first homework was in my DCE published on Monday, 12 October 2020, 
where you were invited to read 1 Thessalonians in one sitting and to take a single piece of 
notebook paper to make your reading notes on—1/4th of a page for each reading. It is easy to 
keep such a journal tucked into your home Bible. If you did that assignment, good for you. If 
you have not yet, the invitation is still open, after all this is a church Bible study, not graduate 
school or even grade school! For next week, you are invited to slow down your reading to 
just chapter 1, just ten verses. In our Wednesday DCE John Duntley wrote a great model of 
what you might do as he read 1 Thessalonians 1:3, “We always give thanks to all of you and 
mention you in our prayers. . ..” and then continued with a lovely meditation of gratitude. As 
you apply what you have learned about lectio divina, holy reading, to this single chapter 
perhaps some other phrase will stand out for you. Write your note about that on your quarter 
sheet of paper.  

If you would like to send your thoughts to me, please use this email 
address: hudsonpastor@gmail.com. Also, from that address, I can facilitate an old 
fashioned listserv Bible study, not a Zoom meeting but an ongoing, online reading 
group based on the pre-internet Round Robin letter.  

And if you would like to meet in a mask to mask study of ten or less 
people, I am available on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons at 3:00 in 
Fellowship Hall. Please reply to hudsonpastor@gmail.com by Sunday evening at 6 
p.m. for one of those in person, masked Bible studies.  

Grace and peace to you as you consider your walk with Christ in this era of 
COVID.  

Rev. Dawn 

  


