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We are entering the final days and weeks of the campaigning ahead of November’s election. The 
yard signs, commercials, and headlines are unavoidable. Who you vote for is a personal and 
spiritual decision, one that I pray turns you to God for guidance. 
 
Each week in worship, we pray for those who shape our world. These are the people who have 
been entrusted with the power to make decisions that impact us all. We pray for the leaders at our 
local, state, federal and global levels. I pray that you are praying for all of our leaders regardless of 
their and your party affiliations and political beliefs. 
 
As we enter voting time, we need to remember that the people on the ballot are human, earthly 
leaders. Our true leader is the Lord. I invite you to read and pray on Psalm 99 every day this week 
as you think about the upcoming election: 
 

The Lord rules— 
    the nations shake! 

    He sits enthroned on the winged heavenly creatures— 
    the earth quakes! 

  
The Lord is great in Zion; 

    he is exalted over all the nations. 
  

Let them thank your great and awesome name. 
    He is holy! 

  
Strong king who loves justice, 

    you are the one who established what is fair. 
    You worked justice and righteousness in Jacob. 

  
Magnify the Lord, our God! 
    Bow low at his footstool! 

    He is holy! 
  

Moses and Aaron were among his priests, 
    Samuel too among those who called on his name. 

They cried out to the Lord, and he himself answered them— 
  

    he spoke to them from a pillar of cloud. 
They kept the laws and the rules God gave to them. 



  
Lord our God, you answered them. 

    To them you were a God who forgives 
    but also the one who avenged their wrong deeds. 

 
Magnify the Lord our God! 

    Bow low at his holy mountain 
    because the Lord our God is holy! 

 
The psalmist tells us that God is our Lord and ruler, that God loves justice, and established what is 
fair. The earthly leaders Moses, Aaron, and Samuel and many others turned to God during their 
days of leadership and power. God listened and spoke to them. We are to praise and worship 
God’s awesome and holy name. 
 
I have been reading Psalm 99 along with “Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness” by Nan 
C. Merrill. Merrill’s intent for this book is that it be a “companion, a dialogue” of “one age 
speaking with a later age.” Her text is not meant to replace our reading of the Psalms, but rather to 
read along with the Psalms as we pray and commune with God. 
 
For Psalm 99, her companion begins with “Awaken, O you people! Entrust your hearts to Love. 
For the Beloved reigns supreme; let all the earth give thanks!” Additionally, she writes “You [God] 
sit with the leaders of nations. Let them be silent and guided by your Voice!” “Out of the Silence, 
your Word can be heard in the land inviting the nations to live in peace.” Merrill’s words encourage 
us to love and assure us that God reigns supreme. Her words also speak to God hearing the prayers 
of leaders and guiding them. 
 
As we pray for our leaders and those on the ballot, let us pray that they seek the Power that is 
higher than themselves and listen for guidance. Along with them, let us also seek God and listen 
for God’s guidance as we discern who shall get our votes. Regardless of who wins in the election, 
let us remember that only God is God, the Holy one, the Giver of life, the Beloved. 
 

 


